GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH

Matawhero Church – Church Lane

St. Andrew’s Church & Community Centre:

176 Cobden Street, Gisborne
SUNDAY 29 MARCH, 2026

Liturgist: Beverley Smith

Leader: Pat Flockhart;                                      Reader: Daryl Wood
Organists: Thomas Nikora and Samuel Berkhan

OPENING WORSHIP

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE in silence

ALL: In the mystery of life about us there is light
Let the light we kindle go before us,

Serving in hope, 

Wide in good will,

Inviting the day to come. 

OPENING WORSHIP

We are people of all ages who enter this space bringing our joys and our concerns.

We come together in hope

We greet each other warmly with our voices and our smiles

We come together in peace and harmony.

We share our growth and our aspirations

We come together in wonder

We share our losses and our disappointments

We come together in sorrow

We share our concern and our compassion

We come together in love

We come to this place bringing our doubts and our faith.

We come together as seekers

We sing and pray and listen. We speak and read and dream. We think and ponder and reflect. We mourn and celebrate and meditate. We strive for justice and for mercy.

We come together in worship. Amen.

Hymn: CH4 212
Morning has broken like the first morning

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning,

Praise for them, springing

Fresh from the word.

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlight from heaven,

Like the first dewfall on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,

Sprung from completeness where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning

Born of the one light Eden saw play.

Praise with elation, praise every morning,

God’s recreation of the new day.

Prayer: Reader
As I say these words, God

I am aware that many of us struggle with how

We may think and speak of you, in a way that makes

Sense of our lives and our world,

As we struggle, we continue to address you..

The ground being.. the Spirit within.

Yet we believe that if you are about anything

Then somehow you are also everything.

And so you are in our unknowing and searching

And in our groping after truth.

You are in our aloneness and our vulnerability

In our anger, envy and inner chaos,

And in our struggle to be free.

You are part of our impotence

And you are our empowering.

You are in the emptiness

And also the filling up.

You are at the roots of despair and brokenness

And also the way that leads to connection.

In mystery and grandeur

We see the face of God

In earthiness and ordinary

We know the love of Jesus

In heights and depths

And life and death Amen

READINGS: Leader
GLORIA –Glorious are you, Mystery of Life,

Essence of all creation.

You are the symphony of stars and planets.

You are the music of the atoms within us,

You are the dawn on mountain peaks,

The moonlight on evening seas,

Forest and frm, the rush of the city,

Everything is embraced in your love.

Glorious are you, O Jesus Christ,

Cosmic love in human flesh,

You graced the smallness of time and place

To teach us to dance to the music.

You walk on our seas and heal in our streets,

You make your home in our lives,

Revealing the cross and resurrection

Are one on the road to freedom.

Glorious are you, O Spirit of Truth,
Wisdom and breath of our being.

You are the wind that sweeps our senses,

You are the fire that burns in our hearts,

You are the needle of the Inner compass,

Always pointing to true North,

Guiding us on the sacred dance

Into the Mystery of Life.

ALL: MAY WE LEARN THE WAYS OF JUSTICE,

AND THAT VOLENCE AND OPPRESSION AND WAR MAY CEASE.

(Joy Cowley)
READING: ALL PLEASE STAND

Matthew 21 1-11 

Please sit – SILENCE
Reader: A history of an old HYMN

HYMN: All glory, laud, and honour CH4 364 

During the last verse and refrain palms are brought forward
Refrain:

All glory, laud, and honour, to you, Redeemer King,

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring!
You are the King of Israel, great David’s royal Son,

Now in the Lord’s name coming, The King and Blessed One.

The company of angels is praising you on high,

While we and all creation together make reply.

5
The people of the Hebrews with palms before you went;

Our praise and power and anthems before you we present.

You before your Passion they sang their hymns of Praise

To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.

Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring,

In every good delighting, our great and gracious King.

    St. Theodulph of Orleans (d 821) Translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Leader: Hosanna!
All: Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna!
POEM: The Donkey by GK Chesterton
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(Tallis Canon)

Praise God, the Source of life and birth; 
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;

Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame:

All glory, honour to God’s name. 

Leader:  We saw a stranger yesterday,
We put food in the eating place

Drink in the drinking place

Music in the listening place

And with the sacred name of the Triume God –

He blessed us and our house, our animals and our dear ones.
ALL: God, who has given us so much –

We bring our gifts with all our love and gratitude

That we may cherish others 
as we have been so cherished, and
That our offering will sustain the work of the Church. Amen.

Beverley Smith:  Link to St. Andrew’s.

HYMN: Let There be Peace on Earth (Fresh Sounds No.100
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me;

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be

With God as our parent, a family are we

Let us all walk together in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.  

With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  

To take each moment, 

and live each moment, in peace eternally.  

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

With love as our future
Humans all are we

Let us walk with each other

In perfect harmony

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.  

With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  

To take each moment, and live each moment, in peace eternally.  

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

BLESSING:

God is our hope.
Go as men and women of faith and courage.

Go with faith in a world worth saving;

Faith in a dream worth sharing;

Faith in a heritage worth renewing.

Go in the One who s always faithful.

Til the hour we meet again.

Go in peace.

      Amen.
ALL: May our time together renew our hope.

May the music we heard lift our spirits.

May the words we spoke invigorate us

May the sight of faces new and familiar,

Restore us in faith.

Amen.
Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  

Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

Mindful Prayer topics: March 22nd & 29th 2026 The end to conflict. Health. Volunteers. The bereaved. The homeless. Faith, Families & Friends.. GPP   "The power of the future lies not in the hands of those who believe in scarcity but of those who trust God's abundance."  (Walter Brueggemann)

Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     

Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January

Epiphany 1

Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero

No service

St Andrew’s 

Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare

Dianne Burrows


	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don

C:Don



	Sunday 29th March

Palm Sunday

Bev Smith
	M: No service

St A’s Pat Flockhart
	Chrissie Parker

Cathy Porter
	Paulina Melief
	S&V: Alan

C: Don

	Friday 3 April

Good Friday

Matawhero

Mike Cotton
	M:

St A’s: No service


	Matawhero Team
	N/A
	S&V: N/A

C: N/A

	Sunday 5 April

Easter Day

Communion St Andrew’s

Mike Cotton
	M: No service

St A’s
	
	
	S&V: Linda

C: Don


Easter Communion –  Celebrant: Pat Flockhart;  Don McC; 
Val Hall; Cathy Porter, Jan Gordon
DIARY for this week in March

March 29 

Lent 6 Palm Sunday  
    


10am St. Andrew’s  Beverley Smith
Matawhero – No service
2.00pm Holy Trinity The Messiah – Gisborne Choral Society 
Tuesday 31

10am 
Open Door All welcome



2.30 Beetham Healthcare Rest home service
Wednesday 1 
April
9.45 am mainly music

Thursday 2 Maundy Thursday – No service

Friday 3 Good Friday 10am Matawhero Rev Mike Cotton 

April 5 

Easter Day       NZ Standard time begins 
Floral Transforming of the Cross
     Autumn School Hols begin  
communion cloths on the pews for Easter Sunday
10am St. Andrew’s – Rev Mike Cotton  

Matawhero –  No service
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish 
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:

Office:  06 868 5513      
                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 

176 Cobden Street 4010                    Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 

1
5

