Service Matawhero Sunday 4 January 2026
Welcome
Silence
Opening Prayer
Affirmation of faith for Advent – Bronwyn White
By faith, Mary let go of fear,
and engendered a mothering God
This faith may lead us though a labyrinth of doubt,
Laughing hysterically, shouting in protest, lurching in denial.
Finaly making it to our turanagawaewae.

By faith, Joseph took comfort from a dream
embracing complex, reconstituted,
extended family relationships.
This faith might reshape our preconceptions.
Birthing new ways of being whanau.

By faith, wise ones followed the path of a new star
to a strange land, to an undistinguished stable,
This faith might sometimes lead us down unpaved tracks,
with people we don’t recognise,
to destinations we didn’t plan

Faith is the opposite of belief:
a bright side up coin whose shadow-side is hope

Faith is a relationship a way of life
caring for orphans and widows.
casting out demons of self-doubt and despair
and occasionally raising the dead.

This is our faith:
Living as if we matter

Living with uncertainty yet acting with confidence,
Walking the star-led spiral to the heart of everything:
God in us, now --- and here.

Hymn 1 	Great is our Faithfulness	WB 97

Prayer		Psalms Down Under 	– Joy Cowley

Hymn 2	Faith Has Set Us On a Journey	 – Shirley Murray	WB 13	

Reading: Hebrews 10: 19-25;  11: 1-3

Reflection: Faith, a journey with guide Marie Burgess accompanied by Barbara Larsen, Jenny Lawton and Cathy Porter 

Roads		Aotearoa Psalm 15	- Joy Cowley

Offering 

Loving God, we present now what we have brought to you.
Things that are both visible and invisible. The coins paper and bank transfers represent our work, and express in a clear and visible way our love and thanks. But we also bring as an offering the fragile dreams and hopes that we have. These invisible gifts are what sustain our lives. Receive all that we have brought in love, O God.
Amen

Hymn 3	Thank You for Giving Me The Morning	WB 77

Dismissal/Blessing

May the mystery of God enfold us.
May the wisdom of God uphold us.
May the fragrance of God be around us.
May the brightness of God surround us.
May the wonder of God renew us.
May the loving of God flow through us.
May the peace of God deeply move us.
May the moving of God bring us peace.

Joy Cowley


Please join us after the service for a time of fellowship, friendship a shared picnic and cup of tea or coffee

Grace Psalms Down Under pg. 82


NOTICE:
10 January, 		Car boot sale
11 January, 10:00 	Communion Service, St Andrews	- Ken Wall
