
A Service of Thanksgiving

to celebrate the life of the 

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish 

and the churches of

St. Andrew’s and Matawhero

10am                         31 May 2026
              Trinity Sunday
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GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane

St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:

176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
10.00am 

31 May 2026

        Trinity Sunday

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.

 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.

In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.

BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.

Where there is an asterisk * please stand.

Prelude

Welcome





            Seton Clare 

Silent Preparation

Introit, entry of the Bible and procession of clergy and guests

                     Alleluia W.A. Mozart
Call to Worship: (based on Isaiah 40: 21-31)         Rev Dr Clive Yates

Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?
God created all things and summons everyone by name.
Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?
No one – nothing – can compare to God’s glory.
Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the creator of the ends of the earth,
and never grows tired or weary.
Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard?
Those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength forever and ever.
[image: image3.jpg]*Hymn

arr. Benjamin Britten from St Nicolas

All people that on earth do dwell

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.

Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell,
come ye before him and rejoice.

O enter then his gates with praise,
approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his Name always,
for it is seemly so to do.

For why the Lord our God is good,
His mercy is for ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood,
and shall from age to age endure.
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Prayer:




Rev Peter MacKenzie
*Hymn    

Jane Parker Huber  Tune: Finlandia CH4 691            

Into these hills and valleys long ago

came pioneers of faith and vision dear 

of farms and towns and neighbours living so 

that village, home, and church might flourish here.  

God grant such vision now to us, we pray, 

to make their dreams our own in this new day.

Today we pray for ministries of caring: 

for teaching children gracious words of truth: 

for helping all to know the joy of sharing 

time, talents, all, for work with age and youth: 

for worship binding all the church in one; 

for deeds and smiles that help God’s will be done.
Move us with confidence t’ward that tomorrow 

for which we dare to hope through Christ the Lord, 

when peace and joy shall conquer human sorrow 

and ploughshares vanquish gun and bomb and sword.

So make us one humanity and then, 

teach us to sing a grand and sure “Amen!”

Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; New Living Translation Rev Mike Cotton
For everything there is a season,
    a time for every activity under heaven.
2 A time to be born and a time to die.
    A time to plant and a time to harvest.
3 A time to kill and a time to heal.
    A time to tear down and a time to build up.
4 A time to cry and a time to laugh.
    A time to grieve and a time to dance.
5 A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones.
    A time to embrace and a time to turn away.
6 A time to search and a time to quit searching.
    A time to keep and a time to throw away.
7 A time to tear and a time to mend.
    A time to be quiet and a time to speak.
8 A time to love and a time to hate.
    A time for war and a time for peace.
Greetings and messages from absent friends 
        Pat Flockhart
            Seton Clare 
Family Time





     Rev. Ken Wall
*Hymn: When we lift our pack and go (God is in the other place)  A153 

Shirley Murray/Ian Render
1.
When we lift our pack and go,




when we seek another country




moving far from all we know,


when we long to journey free,
 Refrain
God is in the other place,



God is in another’s face,



in the faith we travel by,



God is in the other place.

2. Through the loneliness of night,

through the sky’s uncharted spaces

not a sparrow falls in flight

but a loving God will care:  Refrain
3. Sons and daughters must depart,

friends will go on other journeys,

only constant is the heart

that can trust its God to be:   Refrain
4. In the hands outstretched to greet,

through the open door of strangers

there is love we yet can meet

and believe the Christ is there:  Refrain
Reading: Isaiah 51: 1-4 NLT
Very Rev Pamela Tankersley MNZM
 
51 “Listen to me, all who hope for deliverance—
    all who seek the Lord!
Consider the rock from which you were cut,
    the quarry from which you were mined.
2 Yes, think about Abraham, your ancestor,
    and Sarah, who gave birth to your nation.
Abraham was only one man when I called him.
    But when I blessed him, he became a great nation.”

3 The Lord will comfort Israel[a] again
    and have pity on her ruins.
Her desert will blossom like Eden,
    her barren wilderness like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness will be found there.
    Songs of thanksgiving will fill the air.

4 “Listen to me, my people.
    Hear me, Israel,
for my law will be proclaimed,
    and my justice will become a light to the nations.

Hymn: Where the road runs out Words and Music Colin Gibson AA156 Where the road runs out and the signposts end,  
where we come to the edge of today,
be the God of Abraham for us,
send us out upon our way.
Chorus:
Lord, you were our beginning, the faith that gave us birth.
We look to you, our ending, our hope for heaven and earth.
When the coast is left and we journey on
to the rim of the sky and the sea,
be the sailor's friend, be the dolphin Christ
lead us on to eternity. (Chorus)
When the clouds are low and the wind is strong,
when tomorrow's storm draws near,
be the spirit bird hovering overhead
who will take away our fear. (Chorus)

Reading: Revelation 21:1-7
NLT
Rev. Jin Sook Kim 
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.[a] 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”

5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6 And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.

Sermon "The Bitter-Sweet of the Gisborne Presbyterian Parish”


       Right Reverend Peter Dunn, Moderator of the General

      Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand.

*Hymn Song to the Lord Jesus 
         John Franklin (1982) AA 80

Refrain
Jesus, I sing your praise




 with the birds of the dawn,




with the stars of the night;




Lord, my heart reaches out




singing praise with the wind,




with the flowers in the sun.
1. For Jesus, you are the song

that makes the world sing,

the hills laugh with joy.

You are the light in the darkness,

the peace in the storm,

the friend on the road.

2. You are simplicity,

wholeness, integrity,

you are the presence of life.

You are the Holy One,

Man of Love, Son of God.
3. O Master, may your bright Spirit,


flow out like a stream, 


a river of life,


to flower the wilderness places –


bring bread to the poor – 


build households of love.

 
Offering during which the choir will sing How lovely are Thy dwellings
from German Requiem by Brahms 
*Doxology: Take my gifts and let me love you Murray/Gibson AA 127

Take whatever I can offer -


gifts that I have yet to find,


skills that I am slow to sharpen,


talents of the hand and mind,


things made beautiful for others


in the place where I must be:


take my gifts and let me love you,


God who first of all loved me.

*Dedication


         


    Adrian Skelton 
Prayers of the People and sung Lord’s Prayer   Rev. Dr John Franklin


           Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,



           your kingdom come, your will be done, 



           on earth as in heaven.



           Give us today our daily bread.



           Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.



           Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.



           For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 



are yours now and forever.     Amen (x8)
*Hymn: 




Nun Danket 
CH4 182
1.    Now thank we all our God,




with heart and hands and voices,

who wondrous things has done,

in whom this world rejoices, -

who, from our mothers’ arms,

has blessed us on our way

with countless gifts of love,

and still is ours today.

2.    May you, O bounteous God

through all our life be near us,

with ever-joyful hearts

and blessed peace to cheer us,

and keep us in your grace,

and guide us when perplexed,

and free us from all ills

in this world and the next.
3.    All praise and thanks to God


our Maker now be given,


to Christ, and Spirit too,


our help in highest heaven, -


the one, eternal God,


whom earth and heaven adore,


for thus it was, is now,


and shall be evermore.

*Dismissal, Blessing and Grace

    Rt. Rev Peter Dunn
*Remain standing for singing of Halleluiah Chorus      
 Händel
*Exit of the Bible, clergy and guests and
Postlude:  The arrival of the Queen of Sheba  Händel arr. Noel Rawsthorne.
Please join us for a time of fellowship and friendship in the Community Centre next door for light refreshments with a cup of tea or coffee and to view the display of Parish Photographs and memorabilia

Preacher:          Rt Rev Peter Dunn, Moderator of the General 

     Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand
  
Readers in order of appearance: 
Seton Clare: 

Parish Clerk 1992-1994

Rev Dr Clive Yates:  Ministerial Duties for Gisborne Presbyterian Parish, including: 
Interim Moderator, resident and 

itinerant preacher 2002 - 2026

Rev Peter MacKenzie: Executive Secretary of Presbytery Central Nukuhau Tapu of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand

Rev Mike Cotton: 
Itinerant Preacher for

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish 2024 – 2026

Pat Flockhart: 
Parish Council Convenor
Rev Ken Wall: 
Minister St Andrew’s Parish 1995-2000



 
Minister Gisborne Presbyterian Parish 2001-2005

Very Rev Pamela Tankersley MNZM: 
  
Minister St Andrew’s Parish 1988-1993

Rev Jin Sook Kim: 
Minister Gisborne Presbyterian Parish 2019-2023

Adrian Skelton, Minister Emeritus: Interim Moderator      2013-2019
Rev Dr John Franklin: Minister St Andrew’s Parish 1979 - 1985

Organists and Pianists: Roy Tankersley MNZM, Belinda Behle AMusA,  Coralie Hunter ATCL, Rev Dr John Franklin

Soloist: Catherine Macdonald QSM     Director of Music
Choir joined by members of the Gisborne Choral Society Conductor: Gavin Maclean QSM
Parish Council

Pat Flockhart (Convenor), Margaret Graham, Paulina Melief, Don McConnochie, Cathy Porter, Colleen Skuse 

Organising and Dissolution Committee:

Marie Burgess QSM (Convenor) Jan Ewart, Jenny Lawton, 

Don McConnochie, Chrissie Parker, Cathy Porter.

Coming up:

Tomorrow King’s Birthday Monday 1 June 12.30 St Andrew’s Church Piano Extravaganza XVI.  15 local and guest pianists plus three groups of students, playing two, three, four (and even more) at a time, on one or two (or more) pianos. Tea/Coffee at door.  Bring your lunch.  Admission Free.  Optional Koha or donation to performers for expenses and piano maintenance fund. 176 Cobden Street Gisborne 

Presented by the Gisborne Presbyterian Parish assisted by Marjorie Redstone Trust, J.N. Williams Memorial Trust and H.B. Williams Turanga Trust and Music Viva Gisborne
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish

Services for June

June 7th Matawhero: 

           final Matawhero Communion 

June 14th Service at St Andrew’s
                Sr Cynthia Kearney

June 21st Matawhero last service 
                   Rev Brett Walker 

June 28th 
             Communion and last service at St Andrew’s 

Rev. Peter MacKenzie

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish

St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:

Office:  06 868 5513      
                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 

176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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