GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

24 May 2026             					Pentecost Sunday                  


[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts 
Toilets are located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]
[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Prelude
Welcome, News and Information  
Silence
Introit and entry of Bible, 
Introit: Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me; CH4 619, 620
1. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me:
break me, melt me, mould me, fill me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

2.	Spirit of the living God, move among us all;
make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love:
humble, caring, selfless, sharing.
Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love.
	Words and Music Daniel Iverson V1; Michael Baughen 3
				

Call to Worship: 		Psalm104
I will sing to the Lord, as long as I live.
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Praise the Lord!
	
*Hymn:  Holy Spirit ever living CH4 615 Abbots Leigh
Holy Spirit, ever living
as the Church’s very life;
Holy Spirit, ever striving
through her in ceaseless strife;
Holy Spirit, ever forming
in the Church the mind of Christ;
you we praise with endless worship
for your fruit and gifts unpriced.

Holy Spirit, ever working
through the Church’s ministry;
quickening, strengthening, and absolving,
setting captive sinners free;
Holy Spirit, ever binding
age to age and soul to soul
in a fellowship unending,
you we worship and extol.

Prayer (Thanksgiving, Assurance of Pardon) 	

Family time 

My Story Parishioners tell how they came to be part of GPP

*Hymn:   Loving Sirit CH4 597
Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,
you have chosen me to be,
you have drawn me to your wonder,
you have set your sign on me.     

Like a mother, you enfold me,
hold my life within your own,
feed me with your very body,
form me of your flesh and bone.

Like a father, you protect me,
teach me the discerning eye,
hoist me up upon your shoulder,
let me see the world from high.
Friend and lover, in your closeness
I am known and held and blest,
in your promise is my comfort,
in your presence I may rest.

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,
you have chosen me to be,
you have drawn me to your wonder,
you have set your sign on me.

Reading 1 Acts 2:1-21
 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them.
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,[b] 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
Peter Addresses the Crowd
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 “‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’[c]

Reading 2 John 20:19-23  
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

Sermon

*Hymn:  “Lucy’s Hymn” 				WB 59
1. O Lord of every shining constellation 
that wheels in splendour through the midnight sky, 
grant us your Spirit's true illumination 
to read the secrets of your work on high. 

2.  You, Lord, have made the atom's hidden forces,
your laws its mighty energies fulfil; 
teach us, to whom you give such rich resources, 
in all we use, to serve your holy will. 

3. O Life, awaking life in cell and tissue, 
from flower to bird, from beast to brain of man 
heIp us to trace, from birth to final issue, 
the sure unfolding of your age-long plan. 

4. You, Lord, have stamped your image on your creatures, 
and, though they mar that image, love them still; 
lift up our eyes to Christ, that in his features 
we may discern the beauty of your will. 

5. Great Lord of nature, shaping and renewing, 
you made us more than nature's sons to be; 
you help us tread, with grace our souls enduing, 
the road to life and immortality.

Offering 
*Doxology: 				CH4 809 Ruth C Duck
Praise God, the Source of life and birth;
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;
Praise God the Spirit, holy flame:
All glory, honour to God’s name.

*Dedication: (say together)
Accept the gifts we offer with love and gratitude.
What is our treasure but Your Love?
There is nothing on earth that we desire besides You.
Our bodies and minds may fail but You are the strength of our hearts and our joy forever.
Prayers of the people followed by the Lord’s Prayer (Sung)
		Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
		your kingdom come, your will be done,
		on earth as in heaven.
		Give us today our daily bread.
		Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
		Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
		For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
		are yours now and forever.     Amen (x8)

*Hymn:  Spirit of truth and grace CH4 608 		Down Ampney
			Spirit of truth and grace, come to us in this place	
			as now in Jesus’ name God’s people gather.
			Open our eyes to see truths that will ever be,
			and in communion draw us close together.

			Spirit of joy and peace, make all anxieties cease
			with knowledge of the Father’s perfect caring.
			Then may God’s children know love that won’t let us go
			and joy that fills each day, beyond comparing.

			Spirit of life and power, revive us in this hour
			and stir our hearts to praise with true devotion.
			Fill us with heavenly fire, and every heart inspire,
			that we may serve the world with your compassion	

Communion 
	The Lord be with you. 								And also with you.
	Lift up your hearts.  
			We lift them to the Lord.
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 						 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
The peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you
(We exchange a sign of peace with each other) 

*Hymn: We sing a love that sets all people free CH4 622  Woodlands
      We sing a love that sets all people free 
that blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame,
enfolds the earth, springs up like water clear:
come, living love, live in our hearts today.

We sing a love that seeks another’s good,
that longs to serve and not to count the cost,
a love that, yielding, finds itself made new:
come, caring love, live in our hearts today.

We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid
to be itself, despite another’s wrath,
a love that stands alone and undismayed:
come, strengthening love, live in our hearts today.

We sing a love, that, wandering, will not rest
until it finds its way, its home, its source,
through joy and sadness pressing on refreshed:
come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts today.

We sing the Holy Spirit, full of love,
who seeks out shades of ancient bitterness,
brings to our wounds the healing grace of Christ:
come, radiant love, live in our hearts today.    
                                                          
Dismissal/Blessing 
3-fold Amen 
Exit of Bible
Postlude



Ministers: All the people; Preacher Rev Dr John Franklin  
Reader: Jennifer McDonald
Please join us for morning tea in the lounge after the service. 
Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

Mindful Prayer topics: May 17th & 24th 2026 Conflict and resolution. The Bereaved. Family health. GPP & King’s Birthday Weekend. “Bestow on me, O lord my God, understanding to know you, wisdom to find you, and faithfulness that may finally embrace you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email 
m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Reminder: King’s birthday weekend Friday 29 May-Monday 1 June.


















DIARY for this week in May

May 24 PENTECOST 
10.00am St. Andrew’s  Communion
Matawhero – no service
Tuesday 26		10am 	Open Door All welcome
Wednesday    27 	9.45 am mainly music
Thursday	28	2.30pm	Parish Council 
Thursday      28	2.30pm Leighton House Service tbc
Friday 29		5-7:00pm Opening & Welcome - St Andrews Hall
Saturday 30     		10-12md visit to Matawhero Historic Church, 
historic display and talk                                                                                                                         
                       		12:30 pm luncheon at Bushmere Arms
		              7:00 pm  solo theatre performance-  St Andrews 

May 31 TRINITY SUNDAY         King’s Birthday Observed Weekend
                                      10:00am Special Service of Thanksgiving- St Andrews 
                                               Refreshments to follow in the hall
       Matawhero –  no service 
Monday 1 June              12:30pm Piano Extravaganza XVI	- St Andrews 
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday May 24th
Pentecost John Franklin

	M: No service
St A’s: Jenny McDonald
	Don McConnochie
Sarah McC
	Pat Flockhart
	S&V: Alan
C: Don

	Sunday May 31st
Trinity
Celebration weekend
	M: No service
St A’s: Various
	Chrissie Parker 
Cathy Porter
	All Hands on Deck
	S&V: Don
C: Don




Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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