GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
[bookmark: _Hlk515969536]WELCOME TO MATAWHERO CHURCH GISBORNE
Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

17 May 2026        						Easter 7
Everyone is welcome here
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The lotus flower blooms pure and beautiful from muddy waters.  It is a symbol of hope, purity, rebirth and progress.

Ministers: All the people;
Service compiled and led by: Barbara Larsen  
Speaker: Helen Jamieson

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
Welcome & Notices
Call to worship 
         	Praise the Lord  
	We will thank and praise our God
We come to praise and worship God together
We come to connect with the Spirit
Amen

Sing: Be still my soul CH3 673

Prayer of confession

Readings from the Good News Bible
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5: 18-20

All:  For the word of God in scripture
For the word of God among us
For the word of God within us
Thanks be to God

Reflection: Goodness in suffering

Prayers for ourselves and others
We all pray together a version of the Lord’s Prayer

Loving God, in whom is heaven, may your name be kept holy.
Your new day come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
With the food we need for today, feed us.
For the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
Now and forever.  Amen.




Offering  ….. and dedication of the offering and ourselves

All:  					AA 148 v4 Marnie Barrell
We thank you for your gifts of life, supplying all our needs;
we hope and trust in Jesus Christ and follow where he leads.
Through water and the Spirit his love has set us free
to work and worship, learn and grow in God’s own family.

Sing: All my hope on God is founded  CH3 405

Blessing: 


All: 3-fold Amen.

Please join us for morning tea in the hall after the service. 
Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

Mindful Prayer topics: May 17th & 24th 2026 Conflict and resolution. The Bereaved. Family health. GPP & King’s Birthday Weekend. “Bestow on me, O lord my God, understanding to know you, wisdom to find you, and faithfulness that may finally embrace you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email 
m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Reminder: King’s birthday weekend Friday 29 May-Monday 1 June.
Registration forms have been emailed.  Registrations officially close on 22 May, so is not too late to register, but please return forms sooner rather than later to expedite our planning.  Hard copy forms available if required. It’s shaping up to be a grand weekend.  Do come if you can. 


Working bee: at Matawhero on Wed 20 May any time from 9.30am onward. 
Jobs to do: gardening, clearing section, windows, polishing silver plaques, making cups of tea. Any help would be appreciated.

DIARY for this week in March

May 17 		Easter 7  
10.00am Matawhero Service		
St. Andrew’s no service
Tuesday 19		10am 	Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 20 	9.45 am mainly music
Wednesday	20	9.30 Working bee at Matawhero
2.30pm	Finance Committee	
Thursday 21 – Dunblane Service 1.30pm tbc
Saturday	23	8.00am – 11.30  CAR BOOT SALE

May 24 PENTECOST Rev Dr B John Franklin Communion
10.00am St. Andrew’s  
Matawhero – no service
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday May 17th
Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday May 24th
Pentecost John Franklin
	M: No service
St A’s: Jenny McDonald
	Don McConnochie
Sarah McC
	Pat Flockhart
	S&V: Alan
C: Don



Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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