GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

10 May 2026             		Mothers’ Day	                  	Easter 6


[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts 
Toilets are located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]
[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Welcome and Notices: There will be an opportunity during the “special prayer” for anyone to add a name verbally, or, if preferred, to add to the list on the table.

Call to Worship: from Isaiah 41 and 54, and Psalm 27.
Leader: Fear not for God is with you.  Be not dismayed for he is your God and he will strengthen and uphold you.
All:  The Lord is my light and my salvation.   Whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life.  Of what shall I be afraid?

Leader:  The mountains may fall, the hills depart, but God’s steadfast love will not be removed.  His covenant of peace shall not be changed.

[bookmark: _Hlk180528173]*Sing: Morning has broken   CH4 212  WB55
[bookmark: _Hlk196725916]Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the world

Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from Heaven
Like the first dewfall on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning
Born of the one light, Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day

Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the world

Celebrations:
	Celebrations today. May God bless you we pray.
	Live for Jesus dear people.  May he guide you each day.

Our Story:  Members of the congregation tell us of their connection with the church.  Barbara Scott

First reflection: Mothers

Reading: Mean mothers

*Sing: In the garden     
1. I come to the garden alone
while the dew is still on the roses,
and the voice I hear falling on my ear,
the Son of God discloses.
Refrain:
And he walks with me, and he talks with me,
and he tells me I am his own;
and the joy we share as we tarry there,
none other has ever known.

2. He speaks, and the sound of his voice
is so sweet the birds hush their singing,
and the melody that he gave to me
within my heart is ringing.
(Refrain)

3. I'd stay in the garden with him
though the night around me be falling,
but he bids me go; thru the voice of woe
his voice to me is calling.
(Refrain)

Reading: God’s Garden

Second Reflection: Short Stories

*Offering and prayer of thanks:

*COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS                                                 Alexander 153
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,                  
 When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,                             
 Count your many blessings, name them one by one,                 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.
Refrain:                                                                                            
 Count your blessings, name them one by one;                      
 Count your blessings, see what God hath done!                    
Count your blessings, name them one by one;                          
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.

Are you ever burdened with a load of care?                             
Does the cross  seem heavy you are called to bear?                
Count your many blessings, ev’ry day will fly,                        
And you will keep singing as the days go by.      Refrain

So, amid the conflict, whether great or small,                             
Do not be disheartened, God is over all;                                 
Count your many blessings, angels will attend,                       
 Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end   Refrain:

Reading: My mother made a garden
Special Prayer:  (With opportunity to add name or names of those you are thinking of)

*Benediction: Please stand.

Ministers: All the people; Service compiled and led by: Lynnor Cooke  Readers: Paulina Melief & Colleen Skuse.
Please join us for morning tea after the service. 
Thank you to those helping today with door and hospitality duties and readers, Colleen and Paulina.  Also special appreciation for Catherine and Val.
Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

Mindful Prayer topics: May 3rd & May 10th 2026 The Iran situation. Those affected by extreme weather events. Health. GPP & Parish Council and decisions. “Today give me the heart to know what feels right. The mind to argue if it doesn’t and the gut to decide what to from there” Matthew McConaughey
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email 
m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     

Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 
The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Reminder: King’s birthday weekend Friday 29 May-Monday 1 June.
Registration forms have been emailed.  Registrations officially close on 22 May, so is not too late to register,  but please return forms sooner rather than later to expedite our planning.  Hard copy forms available if required. It’s shaping up to be a grand weekend.  Do come if you can. 

DIARY for this week in May

May 10 Easter 6 Home and Family Sunday (Mothers’ Day) Celebration			
10am	St. Andrew’s–
Matawhero –  no service		
Monday 11	9.00-10am St Andrew’s gardening bring own tools
Tuesday 12		10am 	Open Door All welcome
Tuesday 12 		1.30pm Ryman Service KTK 
Wednesday 13 	9.45 am mainly music
Thursday 14 Ascension
Week of prayer for Christian Unity – Ascension to Pentecost 
Friday 15		1pm Choir rehearsal tbc

May 17 Easter 7  
10.00am Matawhero Service		
St. Andrew’s no service

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday May 10th
Mothers’ Day Lynnor
	M: No service
St A’s: Paulina Melief; Colleen Skuse

	Seton Clare
Jenny Lawton
	Dianne Burrows
	S&V: Linda
C: Don

	Sunday May 17th
Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A
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