


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

3 May 2026			                                             Easter 5
Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church, 
especially the Rev Brett Walker

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.

Welcome, news and Notices

Preparation: Quiet Time

Call to Worship  

*We Sing   To God be the Glory 		CH4 512
1 To God be the glory, great things He hath done,
so loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.
 
Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give Him the glory, great things He hath done.
 
2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to ev'ry believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. [Refrain]
 
3 Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain]

PRAYER 

Our Story:  Members of the congregation tell us of their connection with the church.  
Scripture Readings  John 14:1-14  New International Version
Jesus Comforts His Disciples
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Jesus the Way to the Father
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

1 Peter 2:1-10
2 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
The Living Stone and a Chosen People
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house[a] to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
    a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
    will never be put to shame.”[b]
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone,”[c]
8 and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
    and a rock that makes them fall.”[d]
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

We Sing: O Jesus, I have promised   CH4 644i Thornbury
1 O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end;
be Thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend;
I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my Guide.
 
2 O let me feel Thee near me, the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me, around me and within;
but, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin.
 
3 O let me hear Thee speaking in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control!
O speak, and make me listen, Thou Guardian of my soul!
 
4 O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee
that where Thou art in glory there shall Thy servant be;
and, Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end;
O give me grace to follow, my Master and my Friend!

 Reflection:  

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Dedication

[bookmark: _Hlk198205567]*We Sing:   What a friend we have in Jesus  CH4 547
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!
 
2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!
 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge-- take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.


Sacrament of Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk189400885]
Communion Liturgy
 Friends, this table belongs to Jesus.
 It’s not a reward for the perfect,
 but a gift for those who know their need.
 Here, we remember the love that led Christ to the cross,
 and the power that raised him from the grave.
 
Confession and Reconciliation
The  Church is not a gathering  of flawless people, but those who come to a flawless Christ who embraces our flaws.
The Church is not made up of the whole people, rather of the broken people who find wholeness in Christ, who was broken for us.
Congregation
God’s love is shown to us:  While we were yet sinners,  Christ died for us.
 
So before we share this meal,
Let’s take a moment to be honest with God and with ourselves.  Where have we missed the mark this week?
Where have we chosen fear, pride, or self instead of love?
 
In silence, we call to mind our sins.
(Silence)
Jesus, we choose to let our sin propel us towards you, not away from you.
We run to the one who can make us clean.
 

Congregation
We remember your wounds. Heal what is wounded in us.
Your body was broken. Forgive what is broken in us.
Make us whole again in Your grace.
 
Invitation
This table is for those who have said Yes to the need for God’s grace and mercy.
It is for those who want to live in the life of Christ.
 May this moment stir hunger for the grace that is already reaching toward you.
Communion- Words of institution
 On the night before He died
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and said, “This is my body, given for you.”
Then He took the cup and said,
“This is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins.”
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we remember His death and declare His resurrection
until He comes again.
With thankful hearts we remember that
Congregation
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
and Christ will come again.
 
And so Come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have followed faithfully and you who have tried and failed.
Come to where heaven and earth overlap, the table of the Lord, and receive the life of Christ as your own.
 
(Distribute communion)
 

Closing Hope
Leader:
Lord Jesus, we thank You for feeding us with Your life.
You have met us here with grace upon grace.
 
Friends, as you leave this table, hear these words of grace and freedom.
You are forgiven. Be at peace.
 
Father, teach us to live reconciled, generous, and full of Your Spirit -
until that day when we share the feast with You in Your Kingdom,
where every tear will be wiped away,
and love will be all in all.
All:
Amen.


*We Sing:  I know that my redeemer lives WOV 299 T: Church Triumphant (or Duke St WOV4)
1 I know that my Redeemer lives;
what comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my everlasting Head.
 
3 He lives to bless me with His love,
He lives to plead for me above,
He lives my hungry soul to feed,
He lives to help in time of need.
 
5 He lives to silence all my fears,
He lives to wipe away my tears,
He lives to calm my troubled heart,
He lives all blessings to impart.


 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly Friend,
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.
 
8 He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives,
"I know that my Redeemer lives!"


Blessing  


Ministers:   All the people in Christ    
Leader:   Rev. Brett Walker 		


Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  










Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics: May 3rd & May 10th 2026 The Iran situation. Those affected by extreme weather events. Health. GPP & Parish Council and decisions. “Today give me the heart to know what feels right. The mind to argue if it doesn’t and the gut to decide what to from there” Matthew McConaughey
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email 
m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009
[bookmark: _Hlk195254991]DIARY for this week in  April
May 3  Easter 5			 
10.00am Matawhero – Communion 
St. Andrew’s   No service 
Tuesday 5		10am 	Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 6 		9.45 am mainly music
Friday 8		1pm Choir rehearsal tbc
Saturday 9		8.00am – 11.30  CAR BOOT SALE

May 10 Easter 6 Home and Family Sunday (Mothers’ Day) 
10.00am St Andrew’s Celebration		
Matawhero –  no service




Reminder: King’s birthday weekend Friday 29 May-Monday 1 June.
Registration forms have been emailed.  Registrations officially close on 22 May, so is not too late to register,  but please return forms sooner rather than later to expedite our planning.  Hard copy forms available if required. It’s shaping up to be a grand weekend.  Do come if you can. 

Coming up:
Sunday 10th May is Mothers’ Day
Help us celebrate and remember all mothers, past and present.  Bring a photo to display.  Record mother’s name and year of birth, to be included in a Thanksgiving Prayer.  Please!  If you are unable to join us, you are invited to phone and record name/s.    Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945.  (Answer Phone)
	[bookmark: _Hlk43970877]Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday May 3rd
Matawhero communion
Brett Walker
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday May 10th
Mothers’ Day Lynnor
	M: No service
St A’s: Colleen Skuse Pauina Melief

	Seton Clare
Jenny Lawton
	Dianne Burrows
	S&V: Linda
C: Don



Communion 3 May at Matawhero: 	Celebrant: Rev Brett Walker 
Elders: Jan Ewart, Barbara Larsen
 
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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