


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

19 April 2026			                                 Easter 3
Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church, 
especially the Rev Ken and Mrs Sandra Wall


We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.

WELCOME – 

CALL TO WORSHIP – Reflections on a Walk to Emmaus – Luke 24
On that same day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking to each other about all the things that had happened.  As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them; they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him.  
Here and now in this place Jesus comes, 
not as we want him to be but as he chooses.  
Here and now in this moment he comes!  
Not as friend, but as stranger; 
not as speaker, but as listener; 
not as answerer, but as questioner.
Here and now, he is present: Holy is his time!




HYMN - Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Give thanks to the Risen Lord! 
WOV 674(ii); WB 1
Refrain		Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord,
		alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.

1.	Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
		he is the King of creation.

2.	Spread the good news to all the earth,
		Jesus has died and has risen.

3.	We have been crucified with Christ;
		now we shall live for ever.

4.	Come let us praise the living God,
		joyfully sing to our Saviour.           Donald Fishel    Tune:  Alleluia

PRAYER
Risen Lord Jesus, when all in the world seems against us, 
keep our hope alive.  
Help us to remember that, after the crucifixion, 
comes the resurrection, 
that after the darkness 
comes the dawn, 
and after the bitterness of defeat, 
comes a new beginning.
God, we thank you because we know your promise, that new life and new hope can be ours, even though everything may look bad and hopeless.  When people are arguing and quarrelling: 
Jesus, bring new life, new hope.  
When people are tired and over-worked: 
Jesus, bring new life, new hope.
When people are poor and hungry and homeless:  
Jesus, bring new life, new hope.
When people are selfish and greedy and have more than is good for them: 
Jesus, bring new life, new hope.
When people lose heart and think life isn’t worth living:  
Jesus, bring new life, new hope.
God, help us to turn to Jesus when we are in need and make us willing to be used by you to help others: 
Jesus, bring new life, new hope.  Amen.

NOTICES - CONVERSATION
HYMN Lord of the Dance 			WOV 183 – CH4 404
1.	I danced in the morning when the world was begun
	and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun;
	and I came down from heaven and I danced  on the earth 
	at Bethlehem I had my birth.

  Refrain	Dance then wherever you may be;
	I am the Lord of the dance, said he.
	And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be.
	And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.

2.	I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
	but they would not dance, and they wouldn't follow me;
	I danced for the fishermen, for James and John -
	they came with me and the dance went on.

3.	I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;
	the holy people said it was a shame.
	They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high,
	and the left me there on a cross to die.

4.	I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black -
	it's hard to dance with the devil on your back.
	They buried my body and they thought I'd gone -
	but I am the dance and I still go on.

5.	They cut me down and I leapt up high -
	I am the life that'll never, never die;
	I'll live in you if you'll live in me;
	I am the Lord of the dance, said he.		Sydney Carter


GOSPEL READING Luke 24:13-35 Good News Translation
The Walk to Emmaus
13 On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking to each other about all the things that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them; 16 they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him. 17 Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?”
They stood still, with sad faces. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there these last few days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.
“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man was a prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and did. 20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified. 21 And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened. 22 Some of the women of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, 23 but could not find his body. They came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. 24 Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, but they did not see him.”
25 Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the prophets said! 26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then to enter his glory?” 27 And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets.
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther; 29 but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting dark.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?”
33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven disciples gathered together with the others 34 and saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!”
35 The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had recognized the Lord when he broke the bread.

SERMON				

HYMN - Now the green blade rises 				CH4 417
1	Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
		wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
		love lives again, that with the dead has been:
		Refrain: 	Love is come again, 
				like wheat that springeth green. 

2	In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain,
	thinking that never he would wake again,
	laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 	Refrain

3	Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
	he that for three days in the grave had lain,
	quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 		Refrain

4	When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
	thy touch can call us back to life again,
	fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: Refrain

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE AND CONCERN
SING THE LORD’S PRAYER 				WOV 676 
		Our Father in heaven holy be your name.
		Your kingdom come, your will be done,
		on earth as in heaven.
		Give us this day our daily bread,
		forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
		Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
		For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
		are yours now and forever.     Amen (x8)
HYMN  - Thine be the Glory!   CH4 419;  WOV 303
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory thou oér death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave-clothes, where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

Lo!  Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
For her Lord now liveth; Death hath lost its sting.
Refrain

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
Life is naught without thee:  aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.
Refrain

CONCLUDING PRAYER – Be Our Freedom Lord by Terry C Falla
A Tough But Beautiful Truth p.340
God of Good Friday and God of Easter, as again we take on our lips that joyous and explosive greeting, “Christ is Risen,” may we take into our hearts, together with all your people, ‘the beautiful but harsh truth that our faith in you does not cut us off from the world but immerses us in it’; 
That you have called us ‘to act in solidarity with the hopes and joys, the anxieties and sorrows, of men and women everywhere’; 
And that, ‘like Jesus you have sent us to bring good news to the poor, to heal the contrite of heart, to seek and save what was lost,’ 
Good Friday God, give us your peace; God of Easter, go with us now.  
For Christ is risen.  
Christ is risen indeed.
(Quotations adapted from Oscar Romero, archbishop of San Salvador, who died from an assassin’s bullet on 24 March 1980, while celebrating the eucharist.)
BENEDICTION AND THREE-FOLD AMEN
Ministers:   All the people in Christ    
Leader:   Rev. Ken Wall 			Organ: Val Hall

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service
Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics: April 19th & 26th 2026  World Peace. Those affected by the impact of Cyclone Vaianu.and the aftermath. Family tensions. The homeless and those feeling helpless. “The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we can give in our active life”. (Mother Teressa)
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 
The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009
Coming up:
Sunday 26th April ANZAC Day observed
If you have a photo of a family member who served in a conflict, you are invited to bring it to the ANZAC service and place on the table before the service starts.
Sunday 10th May is Mothers’ Day
Help us celebrate and remember all mothers, past and present.  Bring a photo to display.  Record mother’s name and year of birth, to be included in a Thanksgiving Prayer.  Please!  If you are unable to join us, you are invited to phone and record name/s.    Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945.  (Answer Phone)

[bookmark: _Hlk195254991]DIARY for this week in  April
April 19 		Easter 3		Autumn School Hols End			10.00am   Matawhero –  Rev Ken Wall			   		     St. Andrew’s–  No service 
Tuesday 21		10am 		Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 22 	9.45 am 	mainly music
Thursday    23	2.30pm	Parish Council 
Thursday    23	2.30pm 	Leighton House Service Val
Friday 	         24	1pm 		Choir rehearsal tbc

Saturday 25 		ANZAC Day

April 26 		Easter 4 ANZAC observed 
        10.00am St. Andrew’s – Ruth McLennan; Bob Bos
 	Matawhero –  No service
Monday 27 	Public Holiday ANZAC observed
	[bookmark: _Hlk43970877]Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 19th April
Ken Wall
Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 26th April
St Andrew’s
ANZAC observed
Ruth and Bob
	M: No service
St A’s Bob Bos
	Pat Flockhart
Dianne Burrows
	Val Hall
	S&V: Alan
C: Don
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