


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

12 April 2026				                  Easter 2

Welcome to all visitors and especially
the Rev Ken and Sandra Wall
Also members of Siasi ‘o Tonga

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
Introduction

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 118)
This is the gate of the Lord; 
the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me 
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever.



*HYMN The Day of Resurrection! CH4 413    WOV277
The day of resurrection 		
earth, tell it out abroad,
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God!
From death to life eternal, 
from sins dominion free,
our Christ hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil,
 that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection light,
and, listening to his accents,
may hear, so calm and plain,
his own “All hail!” and, hearing, 
may rise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful 
and earth her song begin;
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein;
let all things seen and unseen
their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord has risen, 
our Joy that has no end.

OPENING PRAYER by Carla Maurer (from URC Prayer Handbook 2016 p.38)
Eternal God, we are gathered here today 
to take time from our busy lives, 
to stop the course of time 
and get a glimpse of your eternity.
Our time is in your hands.
You were before time … 
and you will be after everything has ceased to be.
You are the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end.
As we are gathered to worship you, 
open our hearts and senses 
so we can enter your reality, 
where all our sorrows and tears, 
our wrongdoing and fears 
are taken from us 
in the name of your Son Jesus Christ.  Amen.

WELCOME – GREETINGS - NOTICES – CELEBRATION
		Celebrations today.  May God bless you we pray.
		Live for Jesus, dear people.  May he guide you each day.

Our Story:  Members of the congregation tell us of their connection with the church:  Margaret Graham

TONGAN HYMN  Siasi ‘o Tonga

GOSPEL READING IN ENGLISH AND TONGAN John 20:19-31
New International Version
Jesus Appears to His Disciples
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Jesus Appears to Thomas
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
The Purpose of John’s Gospel
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

TONGAN READING Sioné 20:19-31 

*HYMN Jesus Stand Among Us WB32; WOV 637

Jesus, stand among us at the meeting of our lives,
Be the full agreement in the meeting of our eyes;
Refrain:
O, Jesus, we love You, and so we gather here,
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear. 

As to you we gather from so many different lands,
Christ the life between us in the joining of our hands;
Refrain:

PRAYER I’m a Doubter by Carla Maurer (from URC Prayer Handbook p.39)
I listen, but I can’t hear your voice.
I call to you but you don’t answer.
I’m longing for certainties, but there are only more questions.
I’m a doubter.
And yet, I address my prayers to YOU.
I speak to you on my journey through darkness, 
longing for light and answers.
I am like your disciple Thomas, 
doubtful and insecure in my faith.
You appeared to Thomas: the living proof.
God of doubts, send me a sign, 
your very own living proof!

SERMON – The One Thing that Matters

*HYMN 432 CH4 How Often We Like Thomas…. (Tune:  Aurelia CH4  739 or Thornbury? CH4 511; WOV 389)
  How often we, like Thomas,
need proof before we trust.
Lord Jesus, friend of doubters,
come, speak your truth to us.
We long to feel your presence,
and gain new faith from you,
to find, without our seeing,
the blessing Thomas knew.

  You always stand among us,
no doors can lock you out.
Your presence reassures us
though we still live with doubt.
As present-day disciples,
whose lives by sin are flawed,
we want to come believing,
and cry: ”My Lord, my God!”

PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE AND CONCERN followed by 

SINGING THE LORD’S PRAYER  WOV676
		Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
		your kingdom come, your will be done,
		on earth as in heaven.
		Give us today our daily bread.
		Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
		Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
		For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
		are yours now and forever.     Amen (x8)

*OFFERING AND DEDICATION

*HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  WOV439  SAP3 WB2  William C Dix
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus his the sceptre, his the throne;	
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone.		
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.”

Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how,
though the cloud from sight received him 
when the forty days were o’er,
shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”?

Alleluia! bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay:
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia! King of eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heav’n your throne.
As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest,
here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast.

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus his the sceptre, his the throne;	
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone.
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.”
*BENEDICTION AND THREE-FOLD AMEN


Ministers:   All the people in Christ    
Leader:   Rev. Ken Wall 		Reader: Lynnor Cooke


Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics: April 5th & 12th 2026 World Peace. Natural disasters. GPP as we move towards dissolution. “One thing I know that in your death and resurrection, new life is grafted on to old, and I am content to leave all future growth with you” (Eddie Askw – Encounters)
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009














[bookmark: _Hlk195254991]DIARY for this week in  April
April 12	Easter 2	  		Autumn School Hols (2)    
10.00am	St. Andrew’s–  Rev Ken Wall Matawhero –  No service
Monday 13	          9.00-10am St Andrew’s gardening bring own tools
Tuesday 14		10am 		Open Door All welcome
Tuesday 14 		1.30pm 	Kiri Te Kanawa Val
Wednesday 15 	10.30am 	Beetham Health Care 
Wednesday	15	2.30pm	Finance Committee	
Thursday 16 April 	1.30pm 	Dunblane Service Val
Friday 17		1pm 		Choir rehearsal tbc

April 19 Easter 3				Autumn School Hols (3)			10.00am Matawhero –  Rev Ken Wall			   		St. Andrew’s–  No service 
Coming up:
Sunday 10th May is Mothers’ Day
Help us celebrate and remember all mothers, past and present.  Bring a photo to display.  Record mother’s name and year of birth, to be included in a Thanksgiving Prayer.  Please!  If you are unable to join us, you are invited to phone and record name/s.    Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945.  (Answer Phone)
	[bookmark: _Hlk43970877]Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 12th April
Ken Wall
St Andrew’s
	M: No service
St A’s: Lynnor Cooke
	Chrissie Parker 
Cathy Porter
	Ruth McLennan
	S&V: Linda
C: Don

	Sunday 19th April
Ken Wall
Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A



 
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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