


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

3 April 2026			                                     Good Friday
Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church, 
especially the Rev Michael Cotton,
Lynne Cotton, on organ 


We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.


In our time together today let’s walk with Jesus as he is driven to the Cross.
As followers of Christ let’s tread in his footsteps and find meaning for the word “Good” on what to his followers, not knowing what earth- shaking events were to follow, would have seemed the end of everything they had hoped for.  We will have some readings, times of reflections and music to sooth our minds.
Let’s just start with a time of quiet to place ourselves in God’s hands asking him to fill our minds with love, understanding and meaning for our lives ahead on a day which at first seemed like “Black” Friday.

Song Take up your cross CH4 402
‘Take up your cross,’ the Saviour said,
‘if you would my disciple be;
deny yourself, forsake the world,
and humbly follow after me.’

2. Take up your cross – let not its weight
fill your weak soul with vain alarm;
his strength shall bear your spirit up,
and brace your heart, and nerve your arm.
.

Reading John 17: 24 – 26  New International Version
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you[a] known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

Reflection
“Lord God, you are above and beyond all things
Your nature is to love.
You put us in the furnace of the world
To learn to love you and to love one another”
Quiet time

Song How sweet the name of Jesus sounds (WOV 158 or CH4 461)
How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
  In a believer’s ear!
It soothes his sorrow, heals his wounds,
  And drives away his fear.

2. It makes the wounded spirit whole,
  And calms the troubled breast;
’Tis manna to the hungry soul,
  And to the weary rest.

3. Dear Name! the Rock on which we build;
  Our shield and hiding-place;
Our never-failing treasury, filled
  With boundless stores of grace.

4. Jesus, our Savior, Shepherd, Friend,
  Our Prophet, Priest, and King;
Our Lord, our Life, our Way, our End,
  Accept the praise we bring.


Reading –“The Passer by from Cyrene”
"Was he afraid Lord? I expect so!
The soldiers bearing down on him, giving him no choice, forcing him to carry the cross, that heavy cross. Would they execute him too? Was there fear in his heart as he walked along with Jesus to the 'place of the skull'? To get involved in another man's problems carries risks and anxieties with it! Can I really be of help? Can I listen? Can I suffer along with the sufferer?     Do I have to feel, Lord, that I must be able to provide a pat answer, a text book solution? 
Like the man from Cyrene, perhaps my own security and comfort is at the front of my mind. Support me Lord, so that I may support that man over there who has his cross to bear

Reflection 
“Lord, Holy Spirit.
In the love of friends you are building a new home,
Heaven is with us when you are with us.
You are singing your song in the hearts of the poor.
Guide us, wound us, heal us, bring us to the Father.”

Quiet time



Song “Meekness and Majesty” vs 1,2,3 CH4 356
Meekness and majesty, manhood and deity,
In perfect harmony – the man who is God:
Lord of eternity, dwells in humanity,
Kneels in humility and washes our feet.

Oh, what a mystery – meekness and majesty:
Bow down and worship, for this is your God,
This is your God!

Father’s pure radiance, perfect in innocence,
Yet learns obedience to death on a cross:
Suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice –
And, as they crucify, prays, ‘Father forgive’.
Refrain

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible,
Love indestructible in frailty appears:
Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly,
Lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne.
 Refrain
(Graham Kendrick “This is your God”) 

Reading John 18: 36 – 37 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

Reflection
“Lord God, we are the little children
The feeble ones of the world.
Carry us forever in your breast, Lord God
Give us the power, by love, to be your holy ones.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Quiet Time

Reading John 19:16 – 22 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
The Crucifixion of Jesus
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

Song – When I survey the wondrous cross CH4 392
When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the prince of Glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
save in the death of Christ, my God;
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

See! from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down;
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.
Final prayer and Blessing.


Readers: Marie Burgess, Jan Ewart, Wendy Johnston, Paulina Melief 

__________________________________

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish wishes you a
blessed Easter weekend.

Our Easter Day service and communion is on Easter Sunday, 5th April, at St Andrew’s Church, 176 Cobden St, at 10am conducted by Rev Mike Cotton.  All welcome.

Please bring a flower or greenery from your garden for a “flowered” cross
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