GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

22 March 2026             			                   Lent 5
A warm welcome to the Very Rev Pamela Tankersley who is leading our service today, and to Roy Tankersley on the organ.

[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]

Welcome ...	News and information

We light the Lenten Candle and stand for the entry of the Bible.

Call to Worship 
God looks at the world and sees that it is good
Thanks be to God

A world worth dying for, a world worth living for 
Thanks be to Christ

And we are never left alone in joy or in struggle, 
failure or victory
Thanks be to you, Holy Spirit

Hymn: First set your mind on the Kingdom of God 	   WOV 635 
1. First set your mind on the Kingdom of God
And on God’s justice and truth;
Then all you need will be given to you 
Allelu, alleluia.
Refrain
Alleluia, Allelu, alleluia …
Allelu, alleluia
Alleluia, Allelu, alleluia …
Allelu, alleluia

2. No one can live by bread alone 
sharp is our hunger of soul: 
Only the word of the Lord will sustain
allelu, alleluia.

3. Ask and it will be given to you, 
seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be open to you 
allelu, alleluia.

Prayers of Praise and Confession
Celebration Time:
	Celebrations today.  May God bless you we pray
	Live for Jesus, dear people.  May he guide you each day.
Our Story:  Members of the congregation tell us of their connection with the church.  Bob Bos & Jan Gordon.
Hymn O God of Bethel 		CH4 268 Tune: Saltzburg 	
1. O God of Bethel, by whose hand
thy people still are fed,
who through this earthly pilgrimage
hast all thy servants led,

2. Our vows, our prayers, we now present
before thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers! be the God 
of their succeeding race.

3. Through each perplexing path of life
our wandering footsteps guide;
give us each day our daily bread,
and raiment fit provide.


4. O spread thy covering wings around,
till all our wanderings cease,
and at our God's own loved abode
our souls arrive in peace.

5. Such blessings from thy gracious hand
our humble prayers implore,
and thou shalt be our chosen God
and portion evermore.

Bible Reading:  
Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 43: 1-4 New International Version
Israel’s Only Savior
43 But now, this is what the Lord says—
    he who created you, Jacob,
    he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters,
    I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
    they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
    you will not be burned;
    the flames will not set you ablaze.
3 For I am the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
I give Egypt for your ransom,
    Cush[a] and Seba in your stead.
4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
    and because I love you,
I will give people in exchange for you,


Esther 	A paraphrase of this story will be read from “Mary, Miriam and Me” written by Lois Wilson.

Song At such a time as this, (composer unknown) 
      At such a time as this, we are called to commitment,
at such a time as this we are called to the struggle:
sometimes to listen, sometimes to weep,
sometime to rise or to speak,
called to be caring, called to act 
For such a time as this. 	Text: Esther 4: 14 

Reflection:  At such a time as this…

Hymn:  Faith has set us on a journey   Tune: Marching WOV 110
Faith has set us on a journey 				 
past the landmarks that we know,
taking risks with no insurance 
but the Word that tells us “Go!”

Friend or job or home or lover 
we may need to leave behind, 
outworn truths and ways of thinking, 
baggage to the past consigned.

Some are swags of easy conscience 
who with others hitch a ride, 
some are tourist-package Christians, 
dollar-safe, with Book and guide.

There are others on this journey – 
those who long and pray and search, 
heave the stones to free the structures, 
love the Christ and leave the Church.

We are this unlikely people, 
in the Body knit as one, 
company of clowns and cripples – 
some are wise and some can run.

Prophets are our travel agents, 
gospel-makers lay this road: 
to the place of peace and promise 
faith will take us into God. 	Shirley Murray Words: FFS14 WB 13
Our Prayers for the Community
Lord’s Prayer ….
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
        	Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
 	Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil;
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.  Amen

Offering and Dedication 
Sung response as offering is brought forward  	 CH4# 392
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were an offering far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine,
	demands my life, my soul, my all.


Hymn: God gives us a future: 	Tune Camberwell 	WOV 170ii
God gives us a future daring us to go
Into dreams and dangers on a path unknown
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power
We will let God change us for new life starts now

We must leave behind us aims of yesterday
For God’s new beginning is a better way
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back:
God gives hope, and insight, and the strength we lack

Holy Spirit teach us how to read the signs
How to meet the challenge of our troubled times
Love us into action: stir us into prayer
Till we choose God’s life and find our future there

Blessing; 
May God our Creator restore our hope and vision
May Christ dwell deeply within us
May the Holy Spirit empower us to be all that God calls us to be
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the companionship of the Holy Spirit be with us all

Amen (sung)

Sending out: (link hands)			FFS 29
God speed you on your way,
Safe keep you everyday
Give you wings, cause to sing
All this we hope and pray


Ministers: All the people
Leader:  Very Rev Pamela Tankersley     Reader:   Catherine Macdonald
Music: Roy Tankersley

[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics: March 22nd & 29th 2026 The end to conflict. Health. Volunteers. The bereaved. The homeless. Faith, Families & Friends.. GPP 
"The power of the future lies not in the hands of those who believe in scarcity but of those who trust God's abundance."  (Walter Brueggemann)
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 



The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 22nd March
Pamela St Andrew’s

	M: No service
St A’s Catherine Macdonald
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows
	
	S&V:Linda
C: Don

	Sunday 29th March
Palm Sunday
Bev Smith
	M: No service
St A’s Colleen Skuse
	Chrissie Parker
Cathy Porter
	Paulina Melief
	S&V: Alan
C: Don




DIARY for this week in March

March 	22 	Lent 5 Very Rev Pamela Tankersley
10am 	 St. Andrew’s – 
 Matawhero – no service 
Tuesday	 24	10am 	 Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 	 25 	9.45am  mainly music
12.30 	 Thomas Nikora – Piano Recital 
Thursday	 26	2.30pm  Parish Council 
Thursday 	 26 	2.30pm   Leighton House Service 		
Friday 		 27	1pm        Choir rehearsal tbc
Saturday	 28	8.00 – 11.30am	CAR BOOT SALE

March 29 		Lent 6 Palm Sunday  
10am	St. Andrew’s  –  with Bev Smith   
Matawhero – No service
2.00pm Holy Trinity Church The Messiah – Gisborne Choral Society
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