


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

15 March 2026			                                     Lent 4
Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church 
and especially to Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley who is leading our service today and Roy Tankersley on the organ 

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand if possible.


WELCOME AND NOTICES 

ENTRY OF THE BIBLE AND LIGHTING THE LENTEN CANDLE

CALL TO WORSHIP
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make God’s face shine on us—
so that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.

May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth.

May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.

May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will honour our Creator.

* HYMN	We plough the fields and scatter		CH4 229
1. We plough the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God’s almighty hand:
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes, and the sunshine,
And soft, refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us
Are sent from heav’n above;
Then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord,
For all His love.

2. He only is the Maker
Of all things near and far;
He paints the wayside flower,
He lights the evening star;
The winds and waves obey Him,
By Him the birds are fed;
Much more to us, His children,
He gives our daily bread.
Refrain

3. We thank Thee then, O Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food;
Accept the gifts we offer
For all Thy love imparts,
And what Thou most desirest—
Our humble, thankful hearts.
Refrain

PRAYERS: OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION

Our Story:  Members of the congregation tell us of their connection with the church.  Paulina Melief 

BIBLE READINGS 
Hebrew Scriptures: Deuteronomy 8: 7 - 18 
But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today

Epistle: Colossians 3: 12-17
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
] 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

REFLECTION 

*HYMN  Touch the Earth Lightly				AA143
1 	Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care:
gift of great wonder, ours to surrender,
trust for the children tomorrow will bear.

2 	We who endanger, who create hunger,
Agents of death for all creatures that live,
we who would foster clouds of disaster --
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

3 	Let there be greening, birth from the burning,
water that blesses and air that is sweet,
health in God’s garden, hope in God’s children,
regeneration that peace will complete.
4 	God of all living, God of all loving,
God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun,
teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us,
using us gently, and making us one.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Followed by the LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
        	Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
 	Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil;
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.  Amen

*OFFERING  
	
*Hymn: These Hills 						FFS 63  
These hills where the hawk flies lonely,		
beaches where the long surf rolls, 
mountains where the snows meet heaven,
these are our care.
Pastures where the sheep graze calmly, 
orchards where the apples grow, 
gardens where the roses cluster, 
these are our prayer.

Forests where the tree ferns tower, 
rivers running strong and clear, 
oceans where the great whales wander 
these are our care.
Race meeting race as equals, 
justice for age-old wrong, 
worth for every man and woman, 
these are our prayer.
Cities where the young roam restless,
 lives brought to deep despair, 
homeless and powerless people, 
these are our care.
Places where the Word is spoken, 
hands held in serving love,
faiths of our many cultures,
 these are our prayer.

All that the old world gave us, 
all that the new world brings,
 language, ideas and customs,
 		these are our care.
Life finding joy and value, 
faith seeking truth and light,
God heard and seen in all things, 
this be our prayer. 				Colin Gibson

 Prayer of Thanksgiving
May God show us his mercy, restore us in his likeness and give us generous hearts and lives. 
We celebrate the gift of cereal crops – wheat, barley, oats and more. 

We celebrate the gift of our climate and soil here in Tairawhiti, helping us grow vegetables and fruits in our farms and gardens. 
We celebrate the daily gift of cows, goats and ewe’s milk from which we make our cheeses, butter, yoghurts, ice-cream and more

 We celebrate seed for the future, gathered today so we can eat tomorrow. 
We celebrate this gift of potatoes – which we enjoy in different forms together with fish, chicken, mince or mushy peas. 

We also give thanks for farmers, growers, packers and processors, for breeders, stock people, shepherds and dairy farmers, 
Thanks be to God

For all who cooperate and collaborate with God to bring food to our tables, 
Thanks be to God. 

For distributors, transporters retailers and stallholders, for chefs, cooks and creative entrepreneurs,
Thanks be to God 
 
For our amazing world, the bush, the hills, the rivers, lakes, valleys, the wild game and for the birds of the air which nest by the waters and sing among the branches. 
All: Thanks be to God, Amen

*HYMN						CH4 181
1 	For the beauty of the earth,
for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies.
	Refrain:
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise
this, our hymn of grateful praise.

2 	For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flower,
sun and moon and stars of light,  		Refrain 

3 	For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,
for all gentle thoughts and mild,  		Refrain

4 	For yourself, best gift divine,
to the world so freely given,
agent of God's grand design:
peace on earth and joy in heaven.  		Refrain

*DISMISSAL AND BLESSING
Go into this day clothed in God’s love,
to discover the presence of God in every person and every place

May God the Creator bless you, who first sowed the seed of eternal life in your hearts. 
May God the Son bless you, who nurtures you with the rain and sunshine of love. 
May God the Spirit bless you, who brings all things to fruit in time

We go in peace, in the name of Christ 

AMEN
Ministers:   All the people in Christ   
 Leader: Very Rev Pamela Tankersley          Reader: 

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service
NOTICES

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics:  March 8th & 15th 2026 Peace in the world of constant conflict “God of our many faiths and cultures, call us to true community.” (Colin Gibson FFS 53) GPP as we head towards dissolution. Let us refresh others and ourselves through the Lord.

The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

.Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

DIARY 
March 15 		Lent 4	      Harvest Festival with Pamela & Roy
10.00am	Matawhero – Harvest Festival
St. Andrew’s – No service
Tuesday 17		10am 		Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 	18 	9.45am 		mainly music
				10.30		Beetham Healthcare
				12.30		Recital by Roy Tankersley
				2.30pm		Finance Committee	
				3.00pm		Te Wiremu 
Friday 20		1pm 		Choir rehearsal tbc
	 
March 22 		Lent 5 
10.00am	St. Andrew’s – Pamela (and Roy)
Matawhero – no service 
	[bookmark: _Hlk43970877]Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 15th March
Pamela Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 22nd March
Pamela St Andrew’s

	M: No service
St A’s Chrissie Parker
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows
	tbc
	S&V:Linda
C: Don
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Deuteronomy 8:7-18  New International Version

7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills.
10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.





Colossians 3:12-17   		New International Version

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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