


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

1 March 2026			Service of Holy Communion

Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church 
and especially to Alan Clement 

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.

Welcome, news and Notices

Preparation: Quiet Time

Call to Worship  Psalm 121  New International Version
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
    where does my help come from?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
   	 the Maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot slip—
    he who watches over you will not slumber;
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel
    	will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord watches over you—
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6 the sun will not harm you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm—
    he will watch over your life;
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going
    both now and forevermore.

*We Sing   O for a thousand tongues to sing CH4 352
1. Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and king,
The triumphs of His grace!
2. Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease—
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
’Tis life, and health, and peace.
3. He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.
4. He speaks, and, list’ning to His voice,
New life the dead receive,
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.

5. Hear him, ye deaf; his praise ye dumb, 
your loosened tongues employ; 
ye blind, behold your Saviour come; 
and leap, ye lame, for joy!

6. My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honours of Thy name.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION;
We are sorry for the times
Our attitudes and actions have caused others humiliation and distress.
We have not trusted You and wasted time with unnecessary worry and anxiety.
We have not recognised unjust situations.
We have not supported the small voices ignored in our society.
We have not offered understanding to those suffering from the effects of trauma
Have mercy on us compassionate God. Hear and understanding our yearnings to live in your Kingdom,
Your community of hospitality and kindness. We ask this of Christ, the Way and the Spirit who leads.
Amen

Our Story:  Members of the congregation tell us of their connection with the church.  Paulina Melief

Scripture Reading  Ephesians 1:3-8 New International Version
Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he[a] predestined us for adoption to sonship[b] through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding,





John 14:25-27 New International Version
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

We Sing: Loving Spirit CH4 597  WB 48 Tune: Omni Die
1.	Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,
	you have chosen me to be -
	you have drawn me to your wonder,
	you have set your sign on me.

2.	Like a mother, you enfold me,
	hold my life within your own,
	feed me with your very body,
	form me of your flesh and bone.

3.	Like a father, you protect me,
	teach me the discerning eye,
	hoist me up upon your shoulder,
	let me see the world from high.

4.	Friend and lover, in your closeness
	I am known and held and blessed:
	in your promise is my comfort,
	in your presence I may rest.

5.	Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,
	you have chosen me to be -
	you have drawn me to your wonder,
	you have set your sign on me.


Reflection:  Peace Treaty

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Dedication

[bookmark: _Hlk198205567]*We Sing:   Lord we have come at your own invitation CH4 638
Lord, we have come at your own invitation,
Chosen by you, to be counted your friends;
Yours is the strength that sustains dedication,
Ours a commitment we know never ends.

Here, at your table, confirm our intention,
Give it your seal of forgiveness and grace;
Teach us to serve, without pride or pretension,
Lord, in your Kingdom, whatever our place.

When, at your table, each time of returning,
Vows are renewed and our courage restored:
May we increasingly glory in learning
All that it means to accept you as Lord.

So, in the world, were each duty assigned us
Gives us the chance to create or destroy,
Help us to make those decision that bind us,
Lord, to yourself, in obedience and joy.

Sacrement of Holy Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk189400885]
Worship Book Pink Page 7 Service B

*We Sing:  Your hand, O God, has guided CH4 511
[bookmark: _Hlk136945067]Your hand, O God, has guided your flock, from age to age;
the wondrous tale is written, full clear, on every page;
our forebears knew your goodness, and we their deeds record;
and both of this bear witness: one church, one faith, one Lord.
 
Your heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least;
they summoned all to hasten and share the great King’s feast;
and this was all their teaching, in every deed and word,
to all alike proclaiming: one church, one faith, one Lord.


Through many a day of darkness, through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely to guard the nation’s life.
Their Gospel of redemption, sin pardoned, life restored, 
was all in this enfolded: one Church, one Faith, one Lord.

Your mercy will not fail us, nor leave your work undone; 
with your right hand to help us, your victory shall be won; 
by mortals and by angels your name shall be adored, 
and tis shall be their anthem: one Church, one Faith, one Lord


Blessing  
 

Ministers:   All the people in Christ   
 Speaker and Celebrant: Alan Clement          Leader: Barbara Larsen                 

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service

NOTICES

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics:   February 22nd & March 1st 2026 The world in turmoil. “From above, below, inside and outside, may peace bind us together”.(From a Māori Karakia). Natural disasters. The bereaved; families and friends. Ourselves.
.Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009




























DIARY 
March 1 		Lent 2 
10.00am	Matawhero – Communion 
St. Andrew’s –  no service
Tuesday 2		10am 		Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 3 		9.45am 	mainly music
Friday 6		1pm 		Choir rehearsal tbc

Friday 6 		World Day of Prayer. 

March 8 		Lent 3 Celebration 
10.00am 	St. Andrew’s – Café Group
Matawhero – no service

Coming up:  15 March Harvest festival at Matawhero with Rt. Rev. Pamela Tankersley.
	[bookmark: _Hlk43970877]Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 1st March
Matawhero Communion
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 8th  March
St A’s Café Group
	M: No service
St A’s Café Team
	Café Team
	Jenny Lawton
	S&V: Don
C: Don


Communion 1 March at Matawhero: 	Celebrant: Al Clement 
Elders: Jan Ewart, Barbara Larsen


 Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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