Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrews Church		                  Matawhero Church
    22 February  2026  					Lent 1	 

[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
		
News and information

Call to Worship
  Come gather, as we journey together.
                We walk the path of faith, following Jesus.
  We begin the season of Lent,
                Together we walk towards Easter.	
  Ours is an Easter faith,
                A witness of love overcoming darkness. 

      
Song           Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty   CH4 111
	Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!				early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
	holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
	God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

	Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,
	casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
	cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
	God ever living through eternity.

	Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee,
	though the sinful human eye thy glory may not see,
	only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
	perfect in power, in love and purity.

	
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!
all thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea;
	holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity

Prayers

My story: Members of the congregation tell of their connection.  This week we hear from Pat Flockhart and Jill Wallis

Story                     Too good to be true    
   
Song                     Yield not to temptation       		CH3 482
1. Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin;
Each vict’ry will help you some other to win;
Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue;
Look ever to Jesus, He will carry you through.
Refrain:
Ask the Savior to help you,
Comfort, strengthen, and keep you;
He is willing to aid you,
He will carry you through.
2. Shun evil companions, bad language disdain,
God’s name hold in rev’rence, nor take it in vain;
Be thoughtful and earnest, kindhearted and true;
Look ever to Jesus, He will carry you through.

3. To him that o’ercometh, God giveth a crown,
Through faith we will conquer, though often cast down;
He who is our Savior, our strength will renew;
Look ever to Jesus, He will carry you through

Readings            Matthew 19:16-26 New International Version
The Rich and the Kingdom of God
16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?”
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”
18 “Which ones?” he inquired.
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’[a] and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]”
20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”
21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?”
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness
4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted[a] by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’[b]”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]”
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’[d]”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’[e]”
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Message

Song                     Where the road runs out 		WB91
Where the road runs out and the signposts end,  
where we come to the edge of today,
be the God of Abraham for us,
send us out upon our way.
Chorus: Lord, you were our beginning,
the faith that gave us birth.
We look to you, our ending,
our hope for heaven and earth.

When the coast is left and we journey on
to the rim of the sky and the sea,
be the sailor's friend, be the dolphin Christ
lead us on to eternity. (Chorus)

When the clouds are low and the wind is strong,
when tomorrow's storm draws near,
be the spirit bird hovering overhead
who will take away our fear. (Chorus)

Offertory

Prayers for the World

Song                     Sing a happy Alleluia			AA118
1. Sing a happy alleluia!
Sing it out with heart and style,
we’re the echo of God’s laughter,
we’re the image of God’s smile.
Refrain
Alleluia, all creation, alleluia everyone 	 2x
2. We’re the proof of God’s good humour,
we’re the twinkle in God’s eye,
made to shine, reflect the glory,
given light and space to fly –

3. Sarah laughed at God’s good timing,
Mary sang and David danced,
Jesus smiled and hugged the children –
so is life for us enhanced.

4. Every day sing alleluia!
We are loved, though so absurd,
human, foolish, chosen people,
God still takes us at our word!		Shirley Murray

Sending Forth

3-fold Amen
NOTICES
[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge next door after the service and an opportunity for the congregation to talk with Peter about dealing with our imminent closure.

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics:   February 22nd & March 1st 2026 The world in turmoil. “From above, below, inside and outside, may peace bind us together”.(From a Māori Karakia). Natural disasters. The bereaved; families and friends. Ourselves.
.Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
DIARY for this week in February

February 22 		Lent 1 	      
10.00am     St. Andrew’s  Rev Peter Mackenzie Service followed by congregational meeting over morning tea
      Matawhero –  no service 
Tuesday 	24	10am 	     Open Door All welcome
Wednesday 	25 	9.45am      mainly music
Thursday	26	2.30pm	      Parish Council 
Thursday 	26 	2.30pm       Leighton House Service Val
Friday 		27	1pm            Choir rehearsal tbc
Saturday	28	8.00-11.30am	CAR BOOT SALE

March 		1 	Lent 2 
10.00am Matawhero – Communion Al Clement
St. Andrew’s –  no service
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 22nd  February
St A’s Peter MacKenzie
	M: No service
St A’s Pat Flockhart 
	Pat Flockhart
Chrissie Parker

	Val Hall
	S&V: Don
C: Don

	Sunday 1st March
Communion Al Clement
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A





Matawhero  Communion 1 March:  Celebrant – Al Clement; 
Elders –  Jan Ewart, Barbara Larsen.
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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