Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
Matawhero Church – Church Lane
Epiphany 4  		February 1st, 2026
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Baptism is an act of naming and knowing one’s identity.
Baptism is a recommitment of a creation with its Creator.
  Baptism is a bond of love.				 Ruth Duck

Haere mai. We gather together as God’s whanau, to delight in Te Ariki (the Lord), to celebrate the ways of Ihu Karaiti (Jesus Christ), to each receive blessing, grace, peace through the presence of Wairua Tapu (the Holy Spirit) and to take strength from one another.
He manuhiri katoa kei konei (All are welcome here)

Musician		Worship Leader: Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby

ORDER OF SERVICE    FEBRUARY 1 
BAPTISM, HOLY COMMUNION
MATAWHERO

Greeting 
Announcements/concerns of the Church
[bookmark: _Hlk57922660]
Call to Worship
E Te Whanau a Te Karaiti 
God is love, God gives us life. 
We love because God first loved us. 
In baptism God declares that love; 
God claims us and names us Beloved.
In baptism Christ joins us to himself and to one another.
In baptism the Spirit is poured out upon us.
Remember your baptism with thanksgiving!
Thanks be to the One who first loved us!

*Hymn/Song		Morning has Broken			Ch4 212
		Morning has broken like the first morning;
		blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
		Praise for the singing, praise for the morning,
		praise for them, springing fresh from the world.

		Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven,
		like the first dewfall on the first grass.
		Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
		sprung from completeness where his feet pass.

		Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning
		born of the one light Eden saw play.
		Praise with elation, praise every morning,
		God's recreation of the new day.		Eleanor Farjeon

Prayer  		Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer	
	           

	           Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
	           your kingdom come, your will be done,
	           on earth as in heaven.
	           Give us today our daily bread.
	           Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	           Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
	           For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
		 are yours now and forever.     Amen
Assurance of Restoration
Passing of the Peace.
		Ka noho te rangimarie o te Karaiti ki a koutou. 
		The peace of Christ  be with you always.
			And also with you
		(Feel free to move around.  “The peace of Christ be with you”.)

Scripture Reading	Mark 10: 13-16      		NRVUE   

Family Time		Something Beautiful For God

*Hymn/Song 		Child of blessing, child of promise	CH4 633
Child of blessing, child of promise
God’s you are, from God you came.
In this sacrament God claims you;
live as one who bears Christ’s name.

Child of God, you bear God’s image,
learn to listen for God’s call;
grow to laugh and sing and worship,
trust and love God more than all.

Sacrament of Baptism
Introduction
The Presentation   Willow Jay Garth, Hannah and Samuel’s Daughter.
Lighting of  Christ Candle 
Lighting of a Memorial Candle:  
	The Purpose of Baptism
Parent’s Promises
God Parents Promises	
*Congregation’s Promises  (Please stand if able)
People of this part of the body of Christ, as far as you are able, do you, on behalf of the universal church of Jesus Christ, promise to offer the support and care of the Christian Community to Willow, and  Hannah and Samuel, her parents as long as you are able and as the opportunity opens. 
[bookmark: _Hlk218159565]We do

Prayer for the Family
Blessing of the symbol of water
The Act of Baptizing
Prayer
Declaration and Welcome
Presentation of Willow	to the congregation	
Blessing of Willow	 

*Sung Aaronic Blessing				CH4 796
The Lord bless you, and keep you:
	the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
	and be gracious unto you:
	the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
	and give you peace.

*Hymn/Song   	 For all the love that from our earliest days	PCC 440
For all the love that from our earliest days
has gladdened life and brightened all our days,
we bring you, Lord, our song of grateful praise, hallelujah! 

For all the truth from wisdom’s lighted page
undimmed and pure, that shine from age to age,
God’s holy word, our priceless heritage, hallelujah! 

For all the joy that childhood’s days have brought,
the gifts of life, of sense and heart and thought,
of life’s deep meaning to our spirits taught, hallelujah! 

For Christ the Lord, our saviour and our friend,
upon whose love and truth our souls depend,
our hope, our strength, our joy that knows no end, hallelujah! 
Scripture Reading: 	Ephesians 1: 3-12	The Message	
		
Quiet Reflection.    	  	
*Presentation of our tithes and offerings  (Please stand if able) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
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*Prayer of Dedication  (together)
	Jesus Christ, our life and our foundation
receive these gifts, we pray,
in thanksgiving for the life you have built in us.
Shape us as living stones,
carved from the Rock of our salvation,
that we may faithfully serve you 
and enjoy you forever. Amen
	
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation	 
*Hymn/Song		Where the road runs out 
Where the road runs out and the signposts end,
where we come to the edge of today,
be the God of Abraham for us;
send us out upon our way.
Refrain
Lord, you were our beginning,
the faith that gave us birth.
We look to you, our ending,
our hope for heaven and earth.

When the coast is left and we journey on
to the rim of the sky and the sea,
be the sailor’s friend, be the dolphin Christ,
lead us on to eternity.	 Refrain

When the clouds are low and the wind is strong,
when tomorrow’s storm draws near,
be the spirit bird hov’ring overhead
who will take away our fear.	 Refrain 	Colin Gibson					
		Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 			 
Ka noho a Ihowa ki a koutou 
The Lord be with you
And also to you!
 Lift up your hearts to the One who offers life unending.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give honour to the One who acts on behalf of all those who wait, holding fast in faith. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. For you are indeed God who is worthy of all worship and praise.
All glory, majesty, ….  witnesses beyond all time and realm:
	Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
At this table …..  we bless you, God of glory. Amen

Nga taonga o te Atua mo ona pononga 
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God

Prayer of Intercession
*Hymn/Song		O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
	O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
	I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder
	thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain		Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
	how great thou art!   How great thou art!
	Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
	how great thou art!  How great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
	I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
	when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
	and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;	Refrain

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
	sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
	that on the cross my burden gladly bearing
	He bled and died to take away my sin; 	Refrain

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
	and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
	Then I shall bow in humble adoration
	and there proclaim, "My God, how great thou art!"	Refrain

*Commissioning 
*Sung Blessing   			T: Ae Fond Kiss 		CH4 786
	May the God of peace go with us 		
as we travel from this place;	
may the love of Jesus keep us
firm in hope and full of grace.

[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics: January 25th & February 1st 2026. The world in turmoil. Natural disasters. Health. Redundancies & financial struggles. GPP. Faith, family & friends.  “Lord turn our grieving into grace; another way of being, learning what others have to face”. Shirley Murray
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 




The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

DIARY for this week in February
February 1    Epiphany 4	Communion Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby
10.00am 	Matawhero –  Communion
St. Andrew’s –   No service 
Tuesday   3      10am Open Door resumes at St Andrew’s All welcome
Friday      6      Waitangi Day
		1pm 		Choir rehearsal tbc
February 8       Epiphany 5  Waitangi Day celebrated. Sr Cynthia 
Matawhero –  no service
   10am		St. Andrew’s   

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 1 February 
Shirley B-K
Communion
	M: 
St A’s  No service
	Matawhero Team 
	Matawhero Team 
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A 


	Sunday 8th February
St A’s
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	M: No service
St A’s Colleen Skuse
	Don McC
Cathy Porter
	Lyn Griffith
	S&V: Linda
C: Hans





Communion Matawhero 1 February 2026 Celebrant: Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby; Elders: Jan Ewart, Barbara Larsen


Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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