GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

25 January 2026             			                   Epiphany 3


[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]
Welcome, news and Notices

Silent Preparation

[bookmark: _Hlk161687275]Introit and entry of Bible  God of the Galaxies AA54  vv1,5 T: Cheam
God of the galaxies spinning in space,  	
God of the smallest seed, our living source,
yours is the gift of this beautiful place.
	Let us care for your garden and honour the earth.

Life is a holy thing, life is a whole, 
linking each creature and blessing us all, 
making connections of body and soul.
	Let us care for your garden and honour the earth

Call to Worship                                                         
Leader:  In the beginning was the Word
All:        and the Word was with God
              and the Word was God
Leader:  He was with God in the Beginning
Through Him all things were made
All:       In him was life and that life was the light for all people
Leader:    In the beginning was Wisdom
All:         and Wisdom was with God
                 and Wisdom was God.
Leader:  She was in the beginning with God
All things came into being through her.
All:        In her was life and the life was the light for all people
Leader:  The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it
All:        Jesus Christ is the light of the world
Leader:  Wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an image of God’s goodness.        (Wisdom 7:26)                        
All:        Praise God who sends us the light of heaven.

*Hymn: Thou Whose Almighty Word			CH4 112
Thou, whose almighty word
Chaos and darkness heard
And took their flight:
Hear us, we humbly pray, 
And where the Gospel day
Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light!

Saviour who came to bring,
On your redeeming wing,
Healing and sight,
Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind:
Oh, now to humankind
Let there be light! 

Spirit of truth and love,
Life giving, holy dove,
Speed forth your flight;
Move on the water’s face, 
Bearing the lamp of grace,
And in earth’s darkest place
Let there be light! 
Blessed and Holy three,
Glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might!
Boundless as ocean’s tide, 
Rolling in fullest pride,
Through the earth, far and wide,
Let there be light!  				By: John Marriott

PRAYER OF CONFESSION;   
We are sorry for the times
Our attitudes and actions have caused others humiliation and distress.
We have not trusted You, and wasted time with unnecessary worry and anxiety.
We have not recognised unjust situations.
We have not supported the small voices ignored in our society.
We have not offered understanding to those suffering from the effects of abuse.
Have mercy on us compassionate God. 
Hear and understand our yearnings to live in your Kingdom,
Your community of hospitality and kindness. 
We ask this of Christ, the Way and the Spirit who leads.  			Amen.

Readings:   Psalm 119, 1-8	The Jerusalem Bible (Read responsively.)
How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the Law of Yahweh!
Blessed are those who observe his instructions, who seek him with all their hearts, and, doing no evil, who walk in his ways.
You lay down your precepts to be carefully kept.
May my ways be steady in doing your will.
Then I shall not be shamed, if my gaze is fixed on your commandments.
I thank you with a sincere heart for teaching me your upright judgements.
I shall do your will; do not ever abandon me wholly.

Exodus 3: 11-14				New International Version
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you[b] will worship God on this mountain.”
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.[c] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”

*Hymn: 	The kingdom is within you 			AA 137
     Refrain	The kingdom is within you, the kingdom is within you.
		Why do we go searching for the answers of the mighty?
		The kingdom is within you, the kingdom is within you.
		Like a little seed planted in the ground, let it grow.

1. I will set my face to the wind, 
	scatter my handful of seed on high.
	Needn't have to worry where the great wind takes it;
	seeds will grow where ever they're planted.
	All we need is courage to keep on facing the wind.

2. I will set my hand to the plough;
don't look back, it's too late now.
The fullness of the kingdom is not quite yet,
but the seed of the kingdom is here and now.
Don't split the seed; be patient, let it grow.	

Reflection: “I Am that I Am”   Gavin Maclean, guest speaker 

Prayer
In the silence of my innermost being
In the fragments of my yearning for wholeness
Can I hear the whispers of God’s presence?
Can I sit at the edge of silence and hear God?
*Hymn: We are many we are one 			FF 67
We are many, we are one, and the work of Christ is done
when we learn to live in true community,
as the stars that fill the night, as a flock of birds in flight,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the branches of a tree, as the waves upon the sea,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

All division is made whole when we honour every soul,
find the life of God in every you and me,
as the fingers of a hand, as the grains that form the sand,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the threads upon a loom, as a field of flowers in bloom,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

We will join creation’s song, make a world where all belong,
build as one in peace and loving harmony,
as the voices of a choir, as the flames within a fire,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the snowflakes in the snow, as the colours of a bow,

Presentation and dedication of the Offering

*Dedication:
Accept the gifts we offer with love and gratitude.
What is our treasure but your Love?
There is nothing on earth that we desire beside You.
Our bodies and minds may fail, but You are the strength of our hearts and our joy forever. 

Intercessions: Creating a Chain of Compassion 
Write on your paper strips the names of one or two people, or situations, you are holding in prayer. When you are ready, bring your strips forward and link them to the chain. Together, we will hold these prayers before God
The Chain of Compassion quietly proclaims something central to Christian faith – that love is never abstract. It is named. It is specific. It is shared. And it is stronger when it is linked.
THE LORDS PRAYER   (Based on the original Aramaic.)  
O Cosmic Birther of all radiance and vibration!
Soften the ground of our being
And carve out a space within where your presence and abide.
Fill us with your creativity so that we may be empowered to bear the fruit of your mission.
Let each of our actions bear fruit in accordance with your desire. 
Endow us with the wisdom to produce and share what each being needs to grow and flourish.
Untie the tangled threads of destiny that bind us,
As we release others from the entanglement of past mistakes. 
Do not let us be seduced by that which would divert us from our true purpose,
But illuminate the opportunities of the present moment. 
For you are the ground and fruitful vision,  
The birth, power and fulfilment,
All is gathered and made whole again.
Amen

*Hymn:  The God of Abraham praise	 CH4 162 Tune Leoni
1. The God of Abraham praise,     
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days,
And God of Love;
Jehovah, great I AM!
By earth and Heav’n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blessed.

2. The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blessed;
A land of sacred liberty,
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.
3. The God Who reigns on high 
the great archangels sing, 
And "Holy, Holy, Holy!" cry, 
"Almighty King! 
Who was, and is, the same, 
and evermore shall be: 
Jehovah-Father-great I AM, 
we worship Thee!"

*Blessing: (spoken) 					AA 95 Joy Cowley,
				May the mystery of God enfold us,		 
				may the wisdom of God uphold us,		
				may the fragrance of God be around us,
				may the brightness of God surround us,
				may the wonder of God renew us,
				may the loving of God flow through us,
				may the peace of God deeply move us,
		may the moving of God bring us peace.
*THREE-FOLD AMEN

Ministers: All the people
Guest speaker:   Gavin Maclean             Reader:   Catherine Macdonald

[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
Mindful Prayer topics: January 25th & February 1st 2026. The world in turmoil. Natural disasters. Health. Redundancies & financial struggles. GPP. Faith, family & friends.  “Lord turn our grieving into grace; another way of being, learning what others have to face”. Shirley Murray
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 
The Pastoral Care Committee realises that they are not hearing about some pastoral care issues, for example parishioners in hospital or otherwise ill.  They ask the congregation to be proactive in telling the committee or getting families to alert them so they can provide visitors or other care for our members. For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009
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Communion Matawhero 1 February  2026 Celebrant: Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby; Elders: Jan Ewart, Barbara Larsen

DIARY for this week in January and February

SUNDAY	25   	EPIPHANY 3   Gavin Maclean guest speaker 
10.00 		St Andrew’s Worship Service
Matawhero– no service
Monday	26	Anniversary Day
Tuesday 	27	10.00am	Open Door 109 Ormond Road

SUNDAY February 1 EPIPHANY 4  Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby
10.00am 	Matawhero –  Communion
St. Andrew’s –   No service 
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
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