Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
Matawhero Church – Church Lane

18 January 2026                                                      Epiphany 2
Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church

Welcome & notices

Opening prayer

Hymn  -  “What a friend we have in Jesus”    #88 Blue Worship  Book

Celebrations: 
	Celebrations today, May God bless you, we pray
	Live for Jesus, dear people.  May he guide you each day.

Introduction -  “Jesus our friend”

Reading  John 15  13-15 from The Message
(Say together)
“This is my command: Love one another the way I loved you.
This is the very best way to love.  Put your life on the line for your friends.
You are my friends when you do the things I command you.  
I’m no longer calling you servants because servants don’t understand
what their master is thinking and planning.
No, I’ve named you friends because I’ve let you in on everything I’ve heard from the Father.”

Discussion groups:     
      1)  What does it mean to ‘know’ Jesus versus ‘knowing about Him’?

      2)  How do you see Jesus’ influence in your life?

     3)  How would you describe your current walk with Christ?
Summary/feedback?

Poem   ‘Song’ by J.K. Baxter
Intercessory prayer/ offering dedication

Hymn      1.  I am so glad that our Father in heaven
                      Tells of His love in the Book He has given
                       Wonderful thinks in the Bible I see;
                       This is the dearest that Jesus loves me.
                                       I am so glad that Jesus loves me, 
                                       Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me
                                      I am so glad that Jesus loves me,
                                     Jesus loves even me.

                  2.  Though I forget Him and wander away,
                        Still he does love me wherever I stray;
                        Back to His dear loving arms do I flee
                        When I remember that Jesus loves me.   Chorus

                   3.  O, if there’s only one song I can sing
                        When in His beauty I see the great King,
                        This shall my song in eternity be,
                        O, what a wonder that Jesus loves me.    Chorus

                   4.  If one should ask of me; How can I tell?
                        Glory to Jesus, I know very well;
                        God’s Holy Spirit with mine does agree,
                      Constantly witnessing: Jesus loves me.     Chorus

Benediction -  
With hearts full of gratitude, we close today’s service.
We’re thankful for the opportunity 
to gather, learn and grow in your love.
We appreciate the wisdom shared and the connections made.
May our hearts be filled with your grace
as we depart from this place.                                      Amen

  Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: January 11th 2026 & 18th   World Peace. The bereaved. Safety on the road & water. The homeless. GPP. Ourselves. “What counts in life is not the mere fact we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others” Nelson Mandela

Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
 
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

DIARY for this week in January

SUNDAY	 18	EPIPHANY 2 Methodist Martyrs Sunday 
10.00 		St Andrew’s 
Matawhero no service
Tuesday 	20 	10.00am	Open Door 109 Ormond Road
Wednesday	21	2.30pm	Finance Committee		
2.30pm 	Leighton House service Val tbc
Thursday 	23	2.30pm	Parish Council tbc
Saturday	24	8.00am	CAR BOOT SALE
	
SUNDAY	25   	EPIPHANY 3 	
10.00 		St Andrew’s Worship Service
Matawhero– no service





	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 18 January 
Matawhero
Ruth McLennan
	M:
St A’s: No service

	Matawhero Team

	Matawhero Team

	S&V: N/A
C: N/A


	Sunday 25 January 
Gavin Maclean speaking 
	M: No service
St A’s:
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows
	Trish Kwak
	S&V: Hans
C: Hans








Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
