GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

11 January 2026             			                   Epiphany 1
A special welcome to Rev Ken and Sandra Wall for this Communion Service

[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]
CALL TO WORSHIP Isaiah 60:1-4a and 5a
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of God is shining on you!  
Shadows shall cover the earth, but the brightness of God’s presence is upon us.  
(Sing) 						WOV 235	CH4 324
Come and worship, worship Christ the newborn king!  
Nations will be drawn to your light, and rulers to the dawning of your new day.  Look around and see what is happening: people are gathering to come home!  
(Sing) Come and worship, worship Christ the newborn king!  
You will see this and be filled with joy….
HYMN 235 WOV – Angels from the realms of glory
1. Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth.
       Refrain: 
Come and worship, come and worship;
worship Christ, the newborn King.

2. Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night:
God with us is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light.

3. Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations;
ye have seen his natal star.

4. Saints, before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear.

READER - Matthew 2:1-2 - Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.”
When we seek for the Christ child, we bring all that we know and all that we have yet to learn.  
Give us the wisdom, gracious God, to know that we don’t know everything.  Give us hearts open to the knowledge of the world and minds that seek to understand the gospel that we might see the rising star of Christ in our lives and follow where it leads.
READER – Matthew 2:2-8 - Herod asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[a]”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
The Christ child was not born into a world of peace but into a world that mingled politics and piety, scripture and sword.  A world not unlike our own.  
When fear and suspicion stalk our world, and violence and cunning seem the norm, remind us, O Prince of Peace, that this is not your way.  Give us the courage to search diligently for what is true and good and just.  For it is there that we will find you and ourselves.
READER – Matthew 2:9-10 - And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the East. When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When you travel by starlight, you sometimes stumble in the dark.  It takes a special kind of looking to determine whether something in your path is an obstacle or a signpost.  When you travel by starlight, the journey is easier if you have companions to help you when what your eyes cannot.  When we travel by starlight, 
God gives us companions.  
When we seek the Christ child 
we are never alone.
READER – Matthew 2:11 - They went into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them to him. 
Gold, frankincense and myrrh – how rich and exotic these gifts sound.  Yet no richer than the gifts we carry, no more fragrant than the beauty in our lives, no more pungent than the suffering we know.  Brighter than the star they followed was the light of the Christ child that they carried with them.  
The same light that we too may carry.
READER – Matthew 2:12 - And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another way.
God speaks to those who dare to dream, warning them of dangers yet unseen, beckoning them to ventures yet untried.  
Like the magi long ago encountering the Christ child 
we too know the world to be touched by God.  
When we return home we are not the same.  We travel by another way.
We journey the way of God.

WELCOME – GREETINGS – CONVERSATION
HYMN–The first nowell the angel did say WOV 221; CH4 323
1 The first nowell the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
   Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
   born is the King of Israel.

2 They lookèd up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.
   Nowell, ...

3 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.
   Nowell, ...
4 This star drew nigh to the north-west:
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay.
   Nowell, ...

5 Then entered in those wise men three,
full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there, in his presence,
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
   Nowell, ...

6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord
who hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood mankind hath bought.
   Nowell, ...

SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Worship Book Blue page 4 Affirmation D)
HYMN 29 Carol Our Christmas – Light of Lights Beholden AA89
Light of lights beholden we from days of olden 
sang this song 
for to understand that peace upon this planet 
was pledged to come.
Each to other, sister, brother, born for life and song.

look towards the light and carry on: 
let the simple heart and hope among us  keep our family strong, 
let the simple heart and hope among us keep our family strong.

Darkness all around us,  light has always found us,
light will come 
where the dark is deepest,  greater light will keep us 
safe from harm.
Troubled times will always find a voice of troubled doom,

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE AND CONCERN
OFFERING AND DEDICATION
O God, in days of old, mighty kings and humble shepherds discovered truth about themselves and their world.  It is the same today.  Truth is revealed to travellers like ourselves, to those who are seeking.  Truth is revealed to those who cross boundaries, who are not chained to the past.  So often we live half-seeing, half hearing, half knowing, half trusting.  Let us dare to soar beyond the things we know to the uncharted regions of the future that you most certainly have for us.  In the times and places of the months ahead let us also, like the wise men, follow a star.  Amen.

HYMN – 40(i) Carol Our Christmas – Star Child, Earth Child  
Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God,
love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod,
Refrain:
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!

Street child, beat child, no place left to go,
hurt child, used child no one wants to know,
Refrain:

Grown child, old child, mem’ry full of years,
sad child, lost child, story told in tears,
Refrain: 

Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more,
wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store,
Refrain:

Hope-for-peace Child, God’s stupendous sign,
down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine,
Refrain:

COMMUNION (worship book) Pink page 7 Service B
HYMN– Living Lord WB40  WOV 451 
Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to us
You are one with us, Mary’s Son
Cleansing our souls from all their sin
Pouring Your love and goodness in
Jesus, our love for you we sing
Living Lord 

Lord Jesus Christ, Now and every day
Teach us how to pray, Son of God
You have commanded us to do
This in remembrance Lord of you
Into our lives your power breaks through
Living Lord

Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to us
Born as one with us, Mary’s Son
Led out to die on Calvary
Risen from death to set us free
Living Lord Jesus, help us see
You are Lord

Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you
live my life for you, Son of God
All your commands I know are true
Your many gifts will make me new
Into my life your power breaks through
Living Lord

BENEDICTION AND THREE-FOLD AMEN

[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: January 11th 2026 & 18th   World Peace. The bereaved. Safety on the road & water. The homeless. GPP. Ourselves. “What counts in life is not the mere fact we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others” Nelson Mandela

Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
 
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

DIARY for this week in January 
SUNDAY 	11 	EPIPHANY 1  Rev Ken Wall						10.00am       	St. Andrew’s Communion Service
				         	Matawhero – no service 
Monday 	12 	9.00am		St Andrew’s gardening
Tuesday 	13	10.00am	Open Door 109 Ormond Road
Thursday 	15 	1.30pm   	Dunblane Service tbc		

SUNDAY	 18	EPIPHANY 2 	Methodist Martyrs Sunday 
10.00 		St Andrew’s Ruth McLennan
Matawhero no service
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 11 January 
Epiphany 1 Ken Wall
Communion St A’s
	M: No service
St A’s Seton Clare
	Don McConnochie
Sarah McC
	Ruth McLennan
	S&V: Linda
C: Hans

	Sunday 18 January 
Venue tbd
Ruth McL
	M:
St A’s: No service
Or Ruth’s choice
	Matawhero Team or
Pat Flockhart
Chrissie Parker
	Matawhero Team  or
Dianne
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A
Or  S&V: Don
C: Don



Communion 11 January 2026 	Celebrant: Ken Wall;  
Elders: Seton Clare, Pat Flockhart, Jenny Lawton, Chrissie Parker

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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