GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

28 December 2025             			                   Christmas 1


[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]
Leader: [Daryl Wood]  Organ: [Paul Pollock]

Welcome & Introduction
Introit and entry of the Bible
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty;
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

HYMN 1:  O Come all ye faithful				CH4 306
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold him,
born the King of angels.
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him, 	(3x)
Christ the Lord!
2 God of God, 
Light of Light,
lo he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created
Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, in the highest: 
Refrain

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
Refrain

Call to Worship
The psalmist says:
praise God!
From the heavens:
praise God!
From the depths:
praise God!
For God’s presence:
praise God!
For the Christ-child:
praise God!
In our worship:
praise God!

Opening Prayer
God of grace, 
whose presence we celebrate at Christmas, 
we bring our praise to you.
And yet, even in the midst of our hallelujahs, 
we name the fragile precarity of life—
human life, creature life, earth life.
Our praise is real. 
Our sorrows are, too.

God of grace,
whose presence we celebrate at Christmas,
we bring our praise to you
because in our moments of utter joy and sheer horror,
we know you will accompany us.
Amen.

Prayer of Approach
O God of memory and hope, we turn to you
Make a home for us again
We come bearing grief, confusion, and questions
Make a home for us again
We remember what you’ve done before, and ask for now
Make a home for us again
We name the children, the losses, the fear
Make a home for us again
We bring dreams we barely believe
Make a home for us again
We lay down our perfectionism and shame
Make a home for us again
We want to trust that exile is not the end
Make a home for us again
We are here – tired, tender, still hoping
Make a home for us again.

Words of Assurance
God is not far from suffering. God is in it.
The Christ we follow knows fear and exile firsthand.
You are not forgotten. You are not alone.
God has carried us before and will again. Amen.

HYMN 2: Your peace will make us one  CH4 476
Tune:  Battle Hymn of the Republic 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord
You are speaking truth to power, you are laying down our swords
Replanting every vineyard ’til a brand new wine is poured
Your peace will make us one
Refrain:
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!   (3x)
Your peace will make us one

I've seen you in our home fires burning with a quiet light
You are mothering and feeding in the wee hours of the night
Your gentle love is patient, you will never fade or tire
Your peace will make us one
Refrain

In the beauty of the lilies you were born across the sea
With a glory in your bosom that is still transfiguring
Dismantling our empires ’til each one of us is free
Your peace will make us one
	Refrain (x2)

READINGS:  Isaiah 63: 7-9 and Matthew 2: 13-23 NIV

Isaiah 63: 7-9     Praise and Prayer
7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord,
    the deeds for which he is to be praised,
    according to all the Lord has done for us—
yes, the many good things
    he has done for Israel,
    according to his compassion and many kindnesses.
8 He said, “Surely they are my people,
    children who will be true to me”;
    and so he became their Savior.
9 In all their distress he too was distressed,
    and the angel of his presence saved them.[a]
In his love and mercy he redeemed them;
    he lifted them up and carried them
    all the days of old.
Matthew 2: 13-23    The Escape to Egypt
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”[a]
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
    weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children
    and refusing to be comforted,
    because they are no more.”[b]
The Return to Nazareth
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Reflection: Out of Egypt, Into Hope

HYMN 3: Be Thou my vision	CH4 465	Tune: Slane
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always
Thou and Thou only first in my heart
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art

High King of heaven, my victory won
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision, O ruler of all

OFFERING and dedication of our Offering
God-with-us, may these gifts and our lives reflect your gift of life and work for justice in the world. For the sake of the Christ-child and for all who continue to live in vulnerability. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk160630686]Prayers of Intercession
For the peoples of the world,
fleeing violence or climate collapse,
for refugees in limbo and nations grappling with war,
may peace be more than a dream, and justice more than a hope.
God, carry your people with mercy
For our country, Aotearoa, its leaders and communities,
that compassion may guide policy,
and that we may never turn away from the cries of children.
God, carry your people with mercy
For the Church, in all its places and traditions,
may it be a place of shelter and truth,
not erasure or denial, but healing and solidarity.
God, carry your people with mercy
For our local communities and neighbourhoods,
for those displaced, those grieving, those rebuilding,
may we be bearers of welcome and courage.
God, carry your people with mercy
For all who suffer – those lost in fear, illness, trauma, or despair – 
may they find companions on the road,
and whispers of resurrection in the rubble.
God, carry your people with mercy
For those who have gone before us,
who remembered the Exodus and carried hope in dark times,
may we continue their witness, and live in their light.
God, carry your people with mercy. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer  Worship Book pink page 1

HYMN 4:  Take my life and let it be    Tune: Nottingham CH4 502
Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, glad and free; 
take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of your love; 
take my feet, that I may run 
bearing news of Christ your Son.

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my intellect and use 
every power as you shall choose.

Take my will – your will be done, 	
may my will and yours be one; 
take my heart - it is your own, 
it shall be your royal throne.

Take my love – my Lord, 
I pour at your feet its treasure-store; 
take myself, and I will be 
all for you, eternally


Blessing/Benediction
At Christmas, we remember,
God is with us!
In our joys we remember,
God is with us!
In the world’s suffering, we remember,
God is with us!
So let us share in each other’s joys and sufferings.
Go now and seek peace and justice in the world,
in the name of the God who is with us,
Creator, Redeemer, Comforter.  Amen      

Three-fold Amen

Acknowledgement: Worship at Hand

[bookmark: _Hlk216814995]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Presents put under the Christmas tree before Tuesday 16 December will be given to Oasis community. Please label for a girl or boy with ages; also for mums and dads. 
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: Dec 21st Christmas Eve, Christmas Day  & 28th Dec 2025. The birth of our Lord. “Peace On Earth and Goodwill to All Men”. Those less fortunate than ourselves.
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
 
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 
DIARY for this week in December and January 

Sunday        	28 	CHRISTMAS 1  Daryl Wood
10am 		St Andrew’s 
Matawhero– no service

SUNDAY        4  	CHRISTMAS 2 Anniversary of GPP  
Combined Picnic @ Matawhero 
10am 	Matawhero led by Matawhero folk 
St. Andrew’s – No service
Tuesday 	6          EPIPHANY
Saturday	10	8.00am – 11.30  CAR BOOT SALE

SUNDAY 	11 	EPIPHANY 1  Rev Ken Wall					10.00am       St. Andrew’s Communion Service
				         Matawhero – no service 

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 28 December
Christmas 1
Daryl Wood
	M: No service
St A’s Daryl
	
	
	S&V: Alan
C: Don

	Sunday 4 January 
Christmas 2
Anniversary Picnic Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service
	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 11 January 
Epiphany 1 Ken Wall
Communion St A’s
	M: No service
St A’s
	
	
	S&V: Linda
C:Hans


Communion 11 January 2026 Celebrant: Ken Wall;  Elders: Seton Clare, Pat Flockhart, Jenny Lawton, Chrissie Parker

Wanted: someone to prepare Communion at St Andrew’s on 11 January. Gwenda Gray is out of town and cannot do her usual prep. Please contact Gwenda at 021 233 0882.

Rosters: Catherine apologises for the abrupt cessation of rosters but says they will pick up again.  Meanwhile, thank you to anyone who has noticed what needs to be done and done it.  	Please keep it up!



Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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