GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

25 December 2025             			                   Christmas Day


[bookmark: _Hlk180528293]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church.
A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable.
BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]
Welcome and notices     					Pat
Candle lighting (Love, Joy Peace and Hope) by Angela Blundell.

We light this candle to remember the birth of Jesus. 
Lord God, just as you promised you came to earth 

Help us this day to find Hope in new life, 
Peace in our hearts 
Joy in your promises, 
And Love in our thoughts and actions. 

And remind us always that your promises may be fulfilled in the most mysterious, curious and joyous ways. 
In your Son’s name we pray, Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk215568134]Call to worship   Christ is born (Spoken)	AA107 	Pat  

Oh, he is born, he is born.
Let us all rejoice and be glad
for Jesus Christ is born.

Mary knew a beautiful thing;
A visit from the Lord.
The Holy Spirit came upon her,
promising her a child.

Joseph was a righteous man
To whom the angel came –
“Do not be afraid for Mary,
she has been blest of God.

She will bear a holy child,
the only Son of God –
Jesus Christ Immanuel
God is to be with us.”

Then at last, the moment came;
and Mary bore the child.
Wise men, shepherds, come and worship:
joy is ours today.

Oh, he is born, he is born.
Let us all rejoice and be glad
for Jesus Christ is born.
					Felicia R. Edgecombe		
		 
[bookmark: _Hlk185367504]Carol:- “Joy to the World” 			SOA23 CH4 320
Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let Earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing, x2
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, x2
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love, x2
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Opening Prayer:				Lynnor

A  Story			Charlotte Christianson

Jingle Bells
	Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Ring out songs of joy
Jesus Christ has come to us, As a baby boy, Oh!
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Tell the story true
Jesus came as one of us  To live with me and you!

Carol: Love came down at Christmas CH4 316
1. Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.

2. Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?

3. Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.

Reading: Luke 2: 9-20    		The Message 		Margaret
An Event for Everyone
8-12 There were shepherds camping in the neighbourhood. They had set night watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.”
13-14 At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises:
Glory to God in the heavenly heights,
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.
15-18 As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the shepherds talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about this child. All who heard the shepherds were impressed.
19-20 Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The shepherds returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d been told!

Poem: A New Zealand Christmas by Eileen Duggan   	Margaret
What a grace upon it that He chose that country –
We have kind oxen and our straw is sweet.
We have shepherds too, now, and stables, and a manger.
Had we but one imprint of His little feet!

For my heart goes crying through these days of summer,
Through the sleepy-summer, slow with streams and bees,
Had my land been old then, here He might have lighted.
Here, have seen His first moon in the ngaio trees.

And my heart goes crying through the days of waiting
While His lilies open and His tuis sing,
Had my Lord been born here angels might have ringed us,
Standing round our islands, wing wide to wing.

Had my Lord been born here in the time of rata,
Three dark-eyed chieftains would have knelt to Him
With greenstone and mats and the proud huia feather
And the eyes of Mary, watching, would grow dim.

T

he sky would be a tumble of summer constellations,
Our own, alas, hidden that cluster of loss,
Exiled from sight by some great thoughtful angel
Lest he too soon should look upon a cross.

Oh my heart goes crying through the days of waiting,
We too have oxen and our straw is sweet,
We too have shepherds and stables and a manger.
Oh, for one clear footprint of His little feet!

Carol:    Te Harinui by Willow Macky 			COC
Not on a snowy night 
by star or candle light 
Nor by an angel band 
there came to our dear land 

Te Ha-ri-nu-i, Te Ha-ri-nu-i, Te Ha-ri-nu-i
 	Glad tidings of great joy 

But on a summer day 
within a quiet bay 
The Maori people heard 
the great and glorious word 

The people gathered round 
upon the grassy ground 
And heard the preacher say 
"I bring to you this day" 

Now in this blessed land 
united heart and hand 
We praise the glorious birth 
and sing to all the earth




 Prayer for all people and Blessing				Lynnor
Star-Child, earth-Child,
go-between of God,
love Child, Christ Child,
heaven’s lightning rod,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!

Street child, beat child,
no place left to go,
hurt child, used child
no one wants to know,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!

Grown child, old child,
mem’ry full of years,
sad child, lost child,
story told in tears,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!

Spared child, spoiled child,
having, wanting more,
wise child, faith child,
knowing joy in store,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!


Hope-for-peace Child,
God’s stupendous sign,
down-to-earth Child,
Star of stars that shine,
This year, this year, let the day arrive
when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!
	
Carol:- “Hark the Herald angels sing” SOA21 CH4 301
1. Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing,
                         “Glory to the newborn King!

2. Christ, by highest Heav’n adored;
Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time, behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.

3. Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die;
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Mindful Prayer topics: Dec 21st Christmas Eve, Christmas Day  & 28th Dec 2025. The birth of our Lord. “Peace On Earth and Goodwill to All Men”. Those less fortunate than ourselves.

Coming up:
Sunday 28	10.00am	St. Andrew’s (Daryl Wood)
				Matawhero – no service
Sunday 4 January 10.00am  Service and Picnic at Matawhero.  
Anniversary of GPP
Sunday 11 January 10.00am St. Andrew’s (Rev Ken Wall.)
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