Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
Matawhero Church – Church Lane

Advent 4 – Love 		                         December  21st  2025

Welcome and notices

Silence in preparation

Call to worship -  As we gather on this 4th Sunday of Advent, let us prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, embracing love, hope and joy.

Leader:  God of steadfast love, as we draw near to the celebration of  Christ’s birth, fill us with the warmth of your mercy and the wideness of your welcome.
People:  Our hearts make room for the Christ-child.
Leader: The love of God draws near - 
People: Not in might but in mercy.
Leader: The waiting is almost over
People: We gather in hope, peace, joy and above all, love.
Leader:  Let us worship the Lord with open hearts, ready to receive the gift of love that is Jesus Christ.
All:  Amen

Prayer of confession -
All:  Loving God, we confess that we often forget the true meaning of this season.  Help us to love as you have loved us - not just  in words but in patience and in truth.  Make room in our hearts for your  Son and shape our lives around His coming.    Amen

Light the candle of love    {by Angela Blundell}
Response:  God of love
In this time of stress and busyness
Remind us of your powerful love
As we come together as family, as community to your table
Give us the strength and grace to love those 
we come across in our daily lives
In your Son’s name we pray, Amen
Introduction to first reading  
Reading Isaiah 7 vs 10-16 New International Version
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you[a] a sign: The virgin[b] will conceive and give birth to a son, and[c] will call him Immanuel.[d] 15 He will be eating curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, 16 for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.

Hymn:  O come, o come Emmanuel  WOV 193 v1-3 & 5 CH4: 273 v1,3-5
O Come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
	
	Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
	Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O Come, O Come, thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:
Refrain

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
Refrain

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight:   
Refrain
Introduction to second reading 
Reading Romans 1  vs 1-7 New International Version
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life[a] was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power[b] by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Hymn:  Hail to the Lord’s anointed  5 verses  WOV 203(i) Tune Cruger 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
  Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
  His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
  To set the captive free;
To take away transgression,
  And rule in equity.

2. He shall come down like showers
  Upon the fruitful earth;
And love, joy, hope, like flowers,
  Spring in His path to birth:
Before Him on the mountains
  Shall peace, the herald, go;
And righteousness, in fountains,
  From hill to valley flow.



3. Kings shall fall down before Him,
  And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him,
  His praise all people sing;
For He shall have dominion
  O’er river, sea, and shore,
Far as the eagle’s pinion,
  Or dove’s light wing can soar.

[bookmark: _Hlk216860067]4. To Him shall prayer unceasing
  And daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing,
  A kingdom without end.
The mountain dews shall nourish
  A seed in weakness sown,
Whose fruit shall spread and flourish,
  And shake like Lebanon.

5. O’er every foe victorious
  He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
  All-blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
  His covenant remove;
His Name shall stand forever,
  His changeless Name of Love.

Introduction to 3rd reading
Reading Matthew 1 vs 18-15 Matthew 1:18-25 New International Version
Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about[a]: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[b] did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[c] because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”[d] (which means “God with us”).
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Reflection  -  The Dark Night and the Big Dream   (Rev Charles Hoffacker)

Video clip - Clay Aiken  singing ‘Mary did you know?’
Followed by silent meditation

Offering and Dedication 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:  We ask you…..
Response:   Lord hear our prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk183284596]Final hymn:   Once in Royal David’s city  5 verses WOV 237 CH4 315

[bookmark: _Hlk215520011]Once, in Royal David’s City
Stood a lowly cattle shed
Where a mother laid her baby
With a manger for his bed
Mary was that mother mild
Jesus Chriat her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden
in whose gentle arms he lay.
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that Child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him, but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high,
where, like stars, his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

Benediction
We go into the world carrying the light of love that cannot be extinguished.  
May our hearts be open to God’s promises.
As we await the coming of Christ may God’s peace guard our spirit
and the joy and peace of Christ fill our days -
Today, tomorrow  and forevermore.

3 x  Amen

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Presents put under the Christmas tree before Tuesday 16 December will be given to Oasis community. Please label for a girl or boy with ages; also for mums and dads. 
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: Dec 21st Christmas Eve, Christmas Day  & 28th Dec 2025. The birth of our Lord. “Peace On Earth and Goodwill to All Men”. Those less fortunate than ourselves.
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
 
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 21 December
Ruth McLennan
	M: No service
St A’s
	
	Paulina Melief
	S&V: Hans
C: Hans

	Wednesday 24 December
Christmas Eve
	M:
St A’s: No service
	Matawhero Team
	N/A
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Thursday 25 December Christmas Day
	M: No service
St A’s
	
	N/A
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 28 December
Christmas 1
Daryl Wood
	M: No service
St A’s Daryl
	
	
	S&V: Alan
C: Don


Wanted: someone to prepare Communion at St Andrew’s on 11 January. Gwenda Gray is out of town and cannot do her usual prep. Please contact Gwenda at 021 233 0882.

Rosters: Catherine apologises for the abrupt cessation of rosters but says they will pick up again.  Meanwhile, thank you to anyone who has noticed what needs to be done and done it.  	Please keep it up!

DIARY for this week in December


SUNDAY	21	ADVENT 4	Ruth McLennan
10.00am	St Andrew’s Service 
Matawhero – No service
Wednesday 	24	CHRISTMAS EVE
7.00pm               Matawhero Christmas Eve Service 
     Rev Mike Cotton
Thursday	25	CHRISTMAS DAY 
10.00am           St Andrew’s Christmas Day Service
         Lynnor Cooke 
Sunday        	28 	CHRISTMAS 1 
10am 		St Andrew’s 
Matawhero– no service

SUNDAY        4  	CHRISTMAS 2 Anniversary of GPP  Combined Picnic @ Matawhero 
10am 	Matawhero led by Matawhero folk 
St. Andrew’s – No service
Tuesday 	6          EPIPHANY
Saturday	10	8.00am – 11.30  CAR BOOT SALE

SUNDAY 	11 	EPIPHANY 1  Rev Ken Wall					10.00am       St. Andrew’s Communion Service
				         Matawhero – no service 
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St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish   St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:   176 Cobden Street, Gisborne    Matawhero Church  –   Church Lane     Advent  4   –   Love                                 Dec e mber    21 st     202 5     Welcome and notices     Silence in preparation     Call to worship   -    As   we gather on this 4th Sunday of Advent, let us  prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, embracing love, hope and  joy.     Leader:  God of steadfast love, as we draw near to the celebration of   Christ’s birth, fill us with the warmth of your mercy and the wideness of  your welcome.   People:  Our hearts make room for the Christ - child.   Leader: The love of God draws near  -     People: Not in might but in mercy.   Leader: The waiting is almost over   People: We gather in hope, peace, joy and above all, love.   Leader:  Let us worship the Lord with open hearts, ready to receive the  gift of love that is Jesus Christ.   All:  Amen     Prayer of confession   -   All:  Loving God, we confess that we often forget the true meaning  of this season.  Help us to love as you have loved us  -   not just  in  words but in patience and in truth.  Make room in our hearts for  your  Son and shape our lives around His coming.    Ame n     Light the candle of love      {by Angela Blundell}   Response:  God of love   In this time of stress and busyness   Remind us of your powerful love   As we come together as family, as community to your table   Give us the strength and grace to love those    we come across in our daily lives   In your Son’s name we pray, Amen  

