Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
Matawhero Church – Church Lane

Advent 3 – Joy  		December  14th, 2025
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Sometimes when we aren't looking, 
holiness comes breaking through like a rainbow. 	Madeleine L'Engle

Haere mai. We gather together as God’s whanau, to delight in Te Ariki (the Lord), to celebrate the ways of Ihu Karaiti (Jesus Christ), to each receive blessing, grace, peace through the presence of Wairua Tapu (the Holy Spirit) and to take strength from one another.
He manuhiri katoa kei konei (All are welcome here)

Musician				Audio-visual:  
Soloist				      Worship Leader: Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby

Greeting 
[bookmark: _Hlk57922660]Introit		 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
			Refrain		Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
	shall come to thee, O Israel.

The  Advent Silence.		Silent Night			Video		

	Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace.   Angela Blundell, adapted- S B-K, Nov 2025
		
		The Pohutukawa often clings to the most precipitous of places. 
		It stands strong against rocks, offering shade for those immersed in 
			summertime fun. 
	In spite of its precarious existence and constant fight against 
		predators, every Christmas it erupts in a blaze of red, a sign of 
		joy, of rejuvenation and of new life. 
	The Pohutukawa flowers at the beginning of summer and reminds us 
		of the promise of joy, of light, warmth and restoration that 
		would be brought by the Messiah. 
	At this time of Advent, we light this red candle surrounded by the 
		foliage of the Pohutukawa tree to remind us of our joy in the 
		promise of the Messiah, the light of the world. 
				God of joy 
				As the Pohutukawa stands strong in all weathers 
				And its flowers are a bright blaze of colour 	
				Give us the joy in the promise of the Messiah 
				Help us to believe in times of darkness 
				That your Son came into the world 
		To bring us redemption and new life In Jesus name.
		 Amen





[bookmark: _Hlk214459503]Hymn						CH4 281
People, look east, the time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the guest is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are fragile 
God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the bird is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the windy weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the star is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the Lord is on the way.

Prayer  	 	 
Assurance of Restoration  
Passing of the Peace.
		Ka noho te rangimarie o te Karaiti ki a koutou. 
		The peace of Christ  be with you always.
			And also with you
		(Feel free to move around.  “The peace of Christ be with you”.)

Announcement, News, Information	
Scripture Reading Isaiah 35: 1-2, 5-8, 10 NRSVA
The Return of the Redeemed to Zion
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly,   and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God
5-8
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,  
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people;[c]
    no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Family Time			Gift Beyond Imagining,

Song Come celebrate the gift of life: T: “Ye banks and braes” CH4 718. 	HS17
Come celebrate the gift of life  Creation’s journey from the star
Whose first great flaring forth of light
Responded to God’s word of power.
Enable us, O God, to see Your living word is in us still;
This vibrant possibility Within our human lives fulfil.

Come celebrate the gift of love, Potential in each human soul,
Revealed by Jesus as he strove 
To heal our world and make us whole.
Enable us, O God, to choose Beyond the inborn needs of self;
In loving , be prepared to lose Our boundaries, and find new life.



Come celebrate the gift of power:
The flow of God within each soul,
Which calls us in this present hour
To see creation as a whole.
Enable us, O God, to know 
Your life is present in all things;
And may our lives, within that flow,
Reflect the joy creation sings.
		Margaret Bond

Scripture Reading: John 4: 1-26 New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised
Jesus and the Woman of Samaria
4 Now when Jesus[a] learned that the Pharisees had heard, ‘Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples than John’— 2 although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 3 he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[b] 10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ 11 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ 13 Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’
16 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17 The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ 19 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you[c] say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ 21 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ 25 The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ 26 Jesus said to her, ‘I am he,[d] the one who is speaking to you.’

Reflection		Well on the Way:  Just a Moment 
Quiet Reflection.     	Who Am I                       Casting Crowns	Video	  
	
Presentation of our tithes and offerings  
All poor folk and humble, all lame folk who stumble,
	come haste ye nor feel ye afraid;
	for Jesus, our treasure, 	with love past all measure,
	in lowly poor manger was laid.

Prayer of Dedication  (together)
	Gracious God of deep joy, 
you call us to look with kingdom eyes 
for signs of your grace in-breaking.
In this Advent season, we bring these gifts as expressions of joy, rooted not in ease but in trust. 
Use these offerings and us as signs of your coming reign.
May our giving bear witness to your good news.  
In the name of Jesus, our hope and our true joy. Amen. 
	
Prayers of Intercession
			Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer

We go blessed by the Spirit of God
Hymn:  					 			Woodlands  
1.	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!	         
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.


2.	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of God’s Name!
	Make known God’s might, the deeds God’s arm has done;
	God’s mercy sure, from age to age the same;
	God’s holy Name – the Lord, the Mighty One.

3.	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of God’s might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4.	Tell out, my soul, the glories of God’s word!
Firm is God’s promise, and God’s mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children and for evermore!
Commissioning 

Sung Blessing   			T: Ae Fond Kiss 		CH4 786
	May the God of peace go with us 		
as we travel from this place;	
may the love of Jesus keep us
firm in hope and full of grace.

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Presents put under the Christmas tree before Tuesday 16 December will be given to Oasis community. Please label for a girl or boy with ages; also for mums and dads. 
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: December 7th & 14th 2025 Global peace. The homeless. Children. Health. The fellowship of GPP. 
“Today I affirm the Spirit within me at worship and work, in struggle and rest. The Spirit inspires all life which is changing from fearing to faith and broken to blest”. Common Ground #133
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
 
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

DIARY for this (extended) week in December

SUNDAY	14 	ADVENT 3			        
10.00am          St Andrew’s
7.00pm  	Lessons and Carols concert
Tuesday 	16	10.00am	Open Door (Final for 2025)
Wednesday 	17 	9.45am		mainly music (Final for 2025.
 Resumes 11 February 2026)
3.00pm  	Finance Committee  
Thursday 	18	2.30pm	Parish Council
1.30pm		Dunblane Service tbc
Friday		19	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal	 tbc

SUNDAY	21	ADVENT 4
10.00am	St Andrew’s Service 
Matawhero – No service
Wednesday 	24	CHRISTMAS EVE
7.00pm Matawhero Christmas Eve Service 
Rev Mike Cotton
Thursday	25	CHRISTMAS DAY 
10.00am St Andrew’s Christmas Day Service 

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 14 December
Shirley B-K St Andrew’s
	M: No service
St A’s
	
	Lyn Griffith
	S&V: Don
C: Don

	Sunday 21 December

	M: No service
St A’s
	
	Paulina Melief
	S&V: Don
C: Don


Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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