Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
Matawhero Church – Church Lane

Advent 2 – Peace  		December  7th, 2025 
Welcome to Matawhero Historic Church
And especially to Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby

[image: A well in the desert
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What makes the desert beautiful... is that somewhere it hides a well… 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince

Haere mai. We gather together as God’s whanau, to delight in Te Ariki (the Lord), to celebrate the ways of Ihu Karaiti (Jesus Christ), to each receive blessing, grace, peace through the presence of Wairua Tapu (the Holy Spirit) and to take strength from one another.
He manuhiri katoa kei konei (All are welcome here)

Soloist and organist Paul Pollock Worship Leader: Rev Shirley Barker-Kirby
Greeting 		Happy New Year
[bookmark: _Hlk57922660]
The  Advent Silence.

Hymn		O come, O come, Emmanuel,			CH4 273
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain		Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
		shall come to thee, O Israel.
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace.   
						Angela Blundell, adapted- S B-K, Nov 2025
A: Water is a symbol of creation, refreshment and renewal. 
B: Peace can be found in the loudness of a waterfall and the softness of a gentle stream.
 C: Peace can come to us on a beach at sunset or even in a storm.
A: No matter what is happening around us or within us, 
	peace can find us, surround us, envelop us. 
B: The world needs the peace which overcomes all enmity.
C: We light this candle to symbolize peace and remember the promise of peace that the coming of the Messiah brings into the world. 
     God of peace 
     As water sustains and nurtures us,
      calm our inner turmoil in this busy time.
      Remind us of the promise of peace found in Jesus, your Son, 
	for whose presence we yearn. Amen.	
(Lighting of the Peace Candle)

Hymn		O come, thou Dayspring come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight:  	
	Refrain 	Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
		shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path of misery:			Refrain 	



Prayer  
Assurance of Restoration
Passing of the Peace.
		Ka noho te rangimarie o te Karaiti ki a koutou. 
		The peace of Christ  be with you always.
			And also with you
		(Feel free to move around.  “The peace of Christ be with you”.)

Song		 Star Child, Earth Child   			COC40ii
go-between of God,
love Child, Christ Child,
heaven's lightning rod.

Refrain		This year, this year,
		let the day arrive,
	when Christmas comes for everyone, 
everyone alive!

Street child, beat child
no place left to go,
hurt child, used child,
no one wants to know.

Grown child, old child,
mem'ry full of years,
sad child, lost child,
story told in tears.

Spared child, spoiled child,
having, wanting more,
wise child, faith child
knowing joy in store.

Hope-for-peace Child,
God stupendous sign,
down-to-earth Child,
star of stars that shine.
		Shirley Murray/Colin Gibson

Announcement, News, Information

Scripture Reading Isaiah 43: 16, 18 -21 New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised
16 Thus says the Lord,
    who makes a way in the sea,
    a path in the mighty waters,

18 Do not remember the former things,
    or consider the things of old.
19 I am about to do a new thing;
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
    and rivers in the desert.
20 The wild animals will honour me,
    the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
    rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21     the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

Family Time		Parched. 
		
Song Praise the One who breaks the darkness  Words CH4 348 Tune Thaxted CH4 704
1. Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light.                         
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, curing ev’ry dread disease,
calming storms, feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.  
Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong but gentle word.
Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword.

2. Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand;
from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev’ry land.  
Praise the one true love incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died, rose for many, that we may know God’s grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done.
Praise the One redeeming glory, praise the One who makes us one.

Scripture Reading: 	John 4: 1-9
Reflection		Well on the Way:   Jumping in at the Deep End	 	
[bookmark: _Hlk215164058]Quiet Reflection. Come, thou long-expected Jesus     Paul Pollock on organ  
	  	
Presentation of our tithes and offerings  		CH4 807 or 808
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

Prayer of Dedication  (together)
	God of peace, 
complete in us the good work you have started. 
Fill the desert places of our hearts with living water.
Pour out your  peace upon all crying in the wilderness.
Take these our gifts and use them to bring new life to your people, for the sake of Jesus, our Friend and Redeemer.  Amen.
	
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation	 
Hymn	For the bread and wine and blessing,		AA39
	For the bread and wine and blessing,
for the friends around this table,
	for the peace and for the healing,
	we celebrate you, Jesus Christ.

2. For the faithful of all ages,
for the dead and for the living,
for the hope that we remember,
we celebrate you, Jesus Christ.

3. When your love breaks through our darkness,
when the broken come to wholeness –
for each sign of resurrection,
we celebrate you, Jesus Christ.

4. Alleluia,  alleluia,
          alleluia, alleluia,
          alleluia, alleluia,
          we celebrate you, Jesus Christ.                   	 Shirley Murray
	 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 			 
Grace and peace to you in the name of the Creator. May the One who causes streams of living water to flow in desert places be with you!
And also with you!
  Lift up  your hearts to the One who comes bringing life unending.
We offer them to our Living Redeemer.
Let us give honour to the One 
who acts on behalf of all those who wait holding fast to hope. 
		For you are indeed God 
		who is worthy of all worship and praise.
Creator God, …. who works for those who wait on him.
		We give our thanks and praise to our God 				who does awesome things that we neither 				expect nor deserve.
By giving us your Son, …  the grace to speak your word. 
		Lord God, we give you thanks 
		that you have not hidden your face from us. 	 
We come to you …and the whole of creation restored. 

Words of Institution
		(1 Corinthians 11: 27 taken from The Message, Eugene Peterson)
Communion			

Prayer following Communion
			Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer  WB Pink page 1

We go blessed by the Spirit of God
Hymn:  						CH4 281
People, look east, the time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the guest is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are fragile 
God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the bird is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the windy weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the star is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today; 
Love the Lord is on the way.

Commissioning 
Sung Blessing   			T: Ae Fond Kiss 	CH4 786
	May the God of peace go with us 		
as we travel from this place;	
may the love of Jesus keep us
firm in hope and full of grace.
  Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the hall after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Presents can be put under the Christmas tree and will be given to Oasis community. Please label for a girl or boy with ages; also for mums and dads.
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: December 7th & 14th 2025 Global peace. The homeless. Children. Health. The fellowship of GPP. 
“Today I affirm the Spirit within me at worship and work, in struggle and rest. The Spirit inspires all life which is changing from fearing to faith and broken to blest”. Common Ground #133

Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.     
 
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

DIARY for this week in November nnd December

SUNDAY	7    	ADVENT 2					      			10.00am      Matawhero Communion Shirley B-K Monday	8	9.00am		St Andrew’s gardening
Tuesday 	9	10.00am	Open Door 	
1.30pm	 	Ryman KTK Rest Home service tbc
			7.00pm		Lessons and Carols Choir rehearsal
Wednesday 	10 	9.45am		mainly music 
Friday		12	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal	
Saturday 	13	8am-noon	Car Boot Sale

SUNDAY	14 	ADVENT 3			        
9.00am 	Matawhero Hall service 
10.00am          St Andrew’s
7.00pm  	Lessons and Carols concert
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 7 December
Shirley B-K
Communion Matawhero
	M:
St A’s: No service
	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 14 December
Shirley B-K St Andrew’s
	M: No service
St A’s
	
	Lyn Griffith
	


7 December Communion Celebrant: Shirley Barker-Kirby; Elders Jan Ewart, Barbara Larsen
Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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