


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

23 November  2025				Pentecost 24

Welcome to Heather van Wyk

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.  Where there is an asterisk * you are invited to stand.

Welcome, news and Notices

Silent Preparation
Introit and entry of Bible   Christ is our peace AA 16
Christ is our peace, Christ is our health,
he the true Word, his the true wealth –
gift to be shared by the simple and poor:
peace in your land, peace at your door.

Peace in your mouth, peace in the hands
open to truth, to love’s demands;
those who would go with Christ also must bleed – 
bright is the flower, burst is the seed.

Who work for peace find the true wealth,
who heal the hurt find their own health 
peace will flow on through the hearts that believe:
this may we know, thus may we live
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    Psalm 67
The Beloved is gracious to us,
a loving Presence within us;
The radiant One shines in us.
O that Love’s Way would be lived through out
the world.
Love’s abiding power embraced by all the Nations
May the people ever rejoice in You singing songs of appreciation
for all that You have freely given to us.
Let the Nations listen and heed;
We are all called to live with integrity and justice
Abandoning ourselves into the Heart of Love,
We need not worry or fret; for Love’s grace abides wherever we are.
In love let us make our home.

Prayer
God, may I receive the gift of this day without judgement or prejudice
May my vision be clear enough to see beauty in everything.
May I greet each moment in its uniqueness and say thank you for the opportunity to learn. And God may I not forget to give the child in me the space to sing and dance with all the little miracles that announce your presence.

[bookmark: _Hlk130450317]Hymn:   Hymn: Holy wisdom, lamp of learning CH4 604 
[bookmark: _Hlk214206672]tune Austrian Hymn CH4 738

1.Holy Wisdom, lamp of learning, 
bless the light that reason lends. 
Teach us judgment as we kindle 
sparks of thought your Spirit sends. 
Sanctify our search for knowledge 
and the truth that sets us free. 
Come, illumine mind and spirit 
joined in deepest unity. 

2.Vine of truth, in you we flourish; 
by your grace we learn and grow. 
May the word of Christ among us 
shape our life, your will to know. 
Joined to Christ in living, dying, 
may we help the church convey 
witness to the saving gospel, 
bearing fruit of faith today. 

3.Holy God, the hope of nations, 
tune us to your righteous will, 
as the symphony of ages 
claims our best, our finest skill. 
Shape our search for peace and justice 
through prophetic deed and word. 
Christ, conduct us, set our rhythm, 
that God’s praise be ever heard.
words Ruth C Duck (b. 1947)    

		
PRAYER OF CONFESSION;
We are sorry for the times
Our attitudes and actions have caused others humiliation and distress.
We have not trusted You and wasted time with unnecessary worry and anxiety.
We have not recognised unjust situations.
We have not supported the small voices ignored in our society.
We have not offered understanding to those suffering from the effects of abuse.
Have mercy on us compassionate God. Hear and understanding our yearnings to live in your Kingdom,
Your community of hospitality and kindness. We ask this of Christ, the Way and the Spirit who leads.
Amen.

Hymn: We are many we are one FF 67
We are many, we are one, and the work of Christ is done
when we learn to live in true community,
as the stars that fill the night, as a flock of birds in flight,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the branches of a tree, as the waves upon the sea,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

All division is made whole when we honour every soul,
find the life of God in every you and me,
as the fingers of a hand, as the grains that form the sand,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the threads upon a loom, as a field of flowers in bloom,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

We will join creation’s song, make a world where all belong,
build as one in peace and loving harmony,
as the voices of a choir, as the flames within a fire,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the snowflakes in the snow, as the colours of a bow,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

Readings; 

Romans 12:2-10
New International Version
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Humble Service in the Body of Christ
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[a] faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,[b] do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
Love in Action
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.

[bookmark: _Hlk214456237]John 14:6-17 King James Version
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Reflection:

Prayer
 In the silence of my inner most being
In the fragments of my yearning for wholeness
Can I hear the whispers of God’s presence?
Can I sit at the edge of silence and hear God?

Hymn: Now quit your care PCC191 Tune Quittez Pasteurs
Now quit your care and anxious fear and worry,
for schemes are vain and fretting brings no gain.
Lent calls to prayer, to trust and dedication; 
God brings new beauty nigh; 
reply, reply, reply with love to love most high (2x)

To bow the head in sack-cloth and in ashes, 
or rend the soul, such grief is not Lent’s goal, 
but to be led where heaven’s glory flashes, 
God’s beauty to come near.
Make clear, make clear, 			)
make clear where truth and light appear.  )   (2x)

		For righteousness and peace will show their faces 
to those who feed the hungry in their need, 
and wrongs redress, who build the old waste places, 
and in the darkness shine.
Divine, divine, divine it is when all combine!   (2x)

Then shall your light break forth as doth the morning; 
your health shall spring; the friends you make shall bring 
God’s glory bright, your way through life adorning; 
and love shall be the prize.
Arise, arise, arise! And make a paradise!  (2x)
Presentation and dedication of the Offering
Accept the gifts we offer with love and gratitude.
What is our treasure but Your Love.
There is nothing on earth that we desire besides You.
Our bodies and minds may fail but You are the strength of our hearts and our joy forever.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE.
Bidding: God of All Seasons
Response: Open us to your self-giving love

Our Father;
		Father, Mother God, hallowed be your Name,
		your kingdom come, your will be done,
		on earth as in heaven.
		Give us today our daily bread.
		Forgive us our sins 
		as we forgive those who sin against us.
		Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
		For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
		are yours now and forever.     Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk214456153]Hymn: For your generous providing  CH4 655
	For your generous providing 		
	which sustains us all our days,
	for your Spirit here residing, 
	we proclaim our heartfelt praise.
	Through the depths of joy and sorrow, 
	though the road be smooth or rough,
	fearless, we can face tomorrow 
	for your grace will be enough.



	Hush our world’s seductive noises
	tempting us to stand alone;
	save us from the siren voices
	calling us to trust our own.
	For those snared by earthly treasure, 
	lured by false security,
	Jesus, true and only measure, 
	spring the trap to set folk free.
	
	Round your table, through your giving, 
	show us how to live and pray
	till your kingdom’s way of living
	is the bread we share each day:
	bread for us and for our neighbour, 
	bread for body, mind, and soul,
	bread of heaven and human labour – 
	broken bread that makes us whole.

God Gives              Julian of Norwich

God of love and life,
the patten of your presence among us is clear enough
You give and we receive.
You give with over whelming generosity,
and we receive with our customary casualness.
You give more that we can ask or imagine
and we receive, sometimes in wonder.

You give us life and breath, and we receive
You give us miracles of newness, and we receive.
You give us rain and sunshine and food and we receive
You give us yourself in prophetic voice,
and in the most unexpected holy people, and we receive
You take and bless and break and give, and we receive.
But sometimes you challenge us in overwhelming
mystery and awesome destruction
Do not we pray allow our hearts to go numb when this happens.
Do not we beg....allow us to give into tempting paralysis
Move us in those times of dread, to take our turn as givers
so that all may find food and shelter and care and nourishment.
Open our hearts to hear the cries of those who are weak so that
what we have received from you in abundance 
may be passed on to all.
Help us O God who is Love, and O Love who is God,
to love even in our faltering way.
God of Life and Love, that pattern of you presence is clear;
You give and we receive; You challenge and we are afraid
 Be with us as we learn to see You in the giving and receiving,
the generosity and the fear, the alarm and the hope.
 
Blessing:
Heal the unseeing parts of our lives.
Lead us to our awaking places.
Awaken us to the new light.
Open the doors of our hearts, the windows of our souls, the walls of our minds.
Awaken us to hope.
Let us go in peace.
Sung:  Amen
Ministers:   All the people in Christ    Leader:   Heather van Wyk
Reader: 

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.      
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

Mindful Prayer topics: Nov 16th & 23rd 2025  Conflict and victims. Health. Recovery from natural disasters. The bereaved. Uncertainty. 
 “Above the winds, hear me; Upon the sea, hold me; On lonely isle, love me; In dark night, enfold me” Joyce Denham

Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

DIARY for this week in November
SUNDAY	23 	REIGN OF CHRIST
10.00am          St Andrew’s 
Matawhero– no service
3.00pm 	Sea of Faith 		
Tuesday 	25	10.00am	Open Door 
7.00pm	Lessons and Carols Choir rehearse
Wednesday 	26 	9.45am		mainly music 
Thursday 	27	2.30pm		Leighton House Service 
				2.30pm	Parish Council
Friday		28	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal tbc

LITURGICAL NEW YEAR
Sunday 	30 	ADVENT 1 St Andrew’s Day 
10.00am	St. Andrew’s 
Matawhero – No service





	


	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 23 November
Heather vW discussion paper
	M: No service
St A’s
	Pat Flockhart
Chrissie Parker
	Ruth
McLennan 
	S&V: Don
C: Don

	Sunday 30 November
Advent Sunday
Rev Mike Cotton
	M: No service
St A’s
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows
	Trish Kwak
	S&V: Hans
C: Hans



Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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