


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

16 November  2025				Pentecost 23

Welcome to Sr Cynthia Kearney

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.  Where there is an asterisk * you are invited to stand.

Welcome, news and Notices

Silent Preparation
Introit and entry of Bible   In the quiet of this day  	FFS 37 
[bookmark: _Hlk161687275]In the quiet of this day,				
in the safety of this place,
Holy Presence, hear me pray,
soothe my spirit with your peace.

Take the tangle of my thought,
Take the tension from my frame,
Free within me what is fraught,
still the waves I cannot tame.

I am tired and out of tune:
It is you who gives new song,
I am fearful and alone:
Bring me home where I belong.

What I am, you truly know,
More than lover, more than friend,
You the light to which I grow,
You my meaning and my end.

Alleluia, allelu, alleluia, allelu,
Alleluia, allelu Alleluia, allelu,
Shirley Murray
Opening Worship (based on Ps.89)

Heart of all hearts You opened the way to life
Your steadfast love came among us giving us strength
Fear shall not overcome us we will not give into doubt
For your love cast out fear and gives rise to forgiveness
Through You is our purpose made known, that we might know your Will and make it our own.
In our gratitude we cry out “You are the Beloved, the Most High, our very
Breath”
Through you the Spirit of Truth comes to us
Your enduring love is with us forever.
We will know You as Loving Companion Presence now and the life to come.
Amen

Hymn: The Lord is My Shepherd   CH4 14
[bookmark: _Hlk130450317]		The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want.
		He makes me down to lie
		in pastures green: he leadeth me
		the quiet waters by.

		My soul he doth restore again;
		and me to walk doth make
		within the paths of righteousness,
		even for his own Name's sake.
		Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
		yet will I fear none ill:
		for thou art with me; and thy rod
		and staff me comfort still.

		My table thou has furnished
		in presence of my foes;
		my head thou dost with oil anoint,
		and my cup overflows.

		Goodness and mercy all my life
		shall surely follow me:
		and in God's house for evermore
		my dwelling-place shall be.
		
PRAYER OF CONFESSION;
We are sorry for the times
Our attitudes and actions have caused others humiliation and distress.
We have not trusted You and wasted time with unnecessary worry and anxiety.
We have not recognised unjust situations.
We have not supported the small voices ignored in our society.
We have not offered understanding to those suffering from the effects of abuse.
Have mercy on us compassionate God. Hear and understanding our yearnings to live in your Kingdom,
Your community of hospitality and kindness. We ask this of Christ, the Way and the Spirit who leads.
Amen.

Celebrations
	Celebrations today, may God bless you, we pray.
Live for Jesus, dear people.  May he guide you each day.
Hymn: We are many we are one FF 67
We are many, we are one, and the work of Christ is done
when we learn to live in true community,
as the stars that fill the night, as a flock of birds in flight,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the branches of a tree, as the waves upon the sea,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

All division is made whole when we honour every soul,
find the life of God in every you and me,
as the fingers of a hand, as the grains that form the sand,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the threads upon a loom, as a field of flowers in bloom,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine.

We will join creation’s song, make a world where all belong,
build as one in peace and loving harmony,
as the voices of a choir, as the flames within a fire,
as the cluster of the grapes upon the vine;
as the snowflakes in the snow, as the colours of a bow,

Reading; Romans 8:31-39
More Than Conquerors
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[a]
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[b] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Reading;  Luke 21:5-19
The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”
8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”
10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.
12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life.

Reflection:
Prayer
 In the silence of my inner most being
In the fragments of my yearning for wholeness
Can I hear the whispers of God’s presence?
Can I sit at the edge of silence and hear God?

 Hymn: I lift my eyes to the quiet hills        Psalm 121 WB 17
I lift my eyes to the quiet hills		
in the press of a busy day;
		as green hills stand in a dusty land 
so God is my strength and stay.

		I lift my eyes to the quiet hills, 
to a calm that is mine to share;
		secure and still in the Father’s will 
and kept by the Father’s care.
	
		I lift my eyes to the quiet hills 
with a prayer as I turn to sleep;
		by day, by night, through the dark and light 
  my Shepherd will guard his sheep.
		
I lift my eyes to the quiet hills, 
and my heart to the Father’s throne;
in all my ways to the end of days, 
the Lord will preserve his own.
Presentation and dedication of the Offering
Doxology; (Sung) CH4 468 verses 2 and 3
2 Lord, as you have lived for others,
so may we for others live.
freely have Your gifts been granted;
freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver,
yours the wealth of sea and land;
we but stewards of Your bounty
held in trust at your command.
3 Come, Lord Jesus, reign among us,
King of Love and Prince of Peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.
Yours the prayer, and yours the purpose,
that Your people should be one,
grant from heaven our hope’s fruition;
here on earth your will be done.
Somerset Corry Lowry (1855-1932)

Dedication;
Accept the gifts we offer with love and gratitude.
What is our treasure but Your Love.
There is nothing on earth that we desire besides You.
Our bodies and minds may fail but You are the strength of our hearts and our joy forever.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE.





Our Father;
		Father, Mother God, hallowed be your Name,
		your kingdom come, your will be done,
		on earth as in heaven.
		Give us today our daily bread.
		Forgive us our sins 
		as we forgive those who sin against us.
		Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
		For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
		are yours now and forever.     Amen

Hymn:   Give Thanks with a grateful heart   CH4  180
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One;
give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son.  (Repeat)

And now let the weak say ‘I am strong’,
let the poor say ‘I am rich’,
because of what the Lord has done for us;	 (Repeat)

Give thanks…

God Gives              Julian of Norwich

God of love and life,
the patten of your presence among us is clear enough
You give and we receive.
You give with over whelming generosity,
and we receive with our customary casualness.
You give more that we can ask or imagine
and we receive, sometimes in wonder.

You give us life and breath, and we receive
You give us miracles of newness, and we receive.
You give us rain and sunshine and food and we receive
You give us yourself in prophetic voice,
and in the most unexpected holy people, and we receive
You take and bless and break and give, and we receive.
But sometimes you challenge us in overwhelming
mystery and awesome destruction
Do not we pray allow our hearts to go numb when this happens.
Do not we beg....allow us to give into tempting paralysis
Move us in those times of dread, to take our turn as givers
so that all may find food and shelter and care and nourishment.
Open our hearts to hear the cries of those who are weak so that
what we have received from you in abundance 
may be passed on to all.
Help us O God who is Love, and O Love who is God,
to love even in our faltering way.
God of Life and Love, that pattern of you presence is clear;
You give and we receive; You challenge and we are afraid
 Be with us as we learn to see You in the giving and receiving,
the generosity and the fear, the alarm and the hope.
 
Blessing:
Heal the unseeing parts of our lives.
Lead us to our awaking places.
Awaken us to the new light.
Open the doors of our hearts, the windows of our souls, the walls of our minds.
Awaken us to hope.
Let us go in peace.

Sung  Amen


Ministers:   All the people in Christ    Leader:   Sr Cynthia Kearney
Reader: 

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.      
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

Mindful Prayer topics: Nov 16th & 23rd 2025  Conflict and victims. Health. Recovery from natural disasters. The bereaved. Uncertainty. 
 “Above the winds, hear me; Upon the sea, hold me; On lonely isle, love me; In dark night, enfold me” Joyce Denham

Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

DIARY for this week in November
SUNDAY	16    	PENTECOST 23 
				10.00am	 St. Andrew’s  
						Matawhero – no service
Tuesday 	18	10.00am	Open Door 
				7.00pm	Lessons and Carols Choir 
rehearsal 
Wednesday 	19 	9.45am		mainly music 
				2.30pm	Finance Committee		
Thursday 	20	1.30pm 	Dunblane Service tbc 
Friday		21	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal tbc
Saturday 	22	8am-11.30	Car Boot Sale

SUNDAY	23 	REIGN OF CHRIST
10.00am          St Andrew’s 
Matawhero– no service
3.00pm 	Sea of Faith 	


	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 16 November
Cynthia Kearney
St Andrew’s
	M: No service
St A’s 
	Don McC
Sarah McC
	Dianne Burrows
	S&V: Linda
C: Hans

	Sunday 23 November
Heather vW discussion paper
	M: No service
St A’s
	Pat Flockhart
Chrissie Parker
	Ruth McLennan 
	S&V: Don
C: Don



Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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