GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 
9 November 2025					Pentecost 22
Service of Remembrance @ Matawhero Church
Welcome to the Rev Simon McLeay

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the Hall.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.
Welcome, news and Notices
Silence
Introit (Holy, Holy, Holy 1 verse.)  CH4 111
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!			
	early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
	holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
	God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Welcome.
Call to worship.
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right for us to give thanks.

Hymn. All creatures of our God and King.   CH4 147
All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing
alleluia, alleluia!
Bright brother sun with golden beam,
clear sister moon with softer gleam:

	O praise him, O praise him,
	alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Swift rushing wind, so wild and strong,
high clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, alleluia!
New-breaking dawn, in praise rejoice,
and lights of evening, find a voice:

Cool flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for your Lord to hear,
alleluia, alleluia!
Fire, with your flames so fierce and bright,
giving to all both warmth and light:

Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfolds God’s blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia!
All flowers and fruits that in you grow,
let them his glory also show:

And all who are of tender heart,
forgiving others, take your part,
O praise him, alleluia!
All who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and cast on him your care:

And you, most kind and gentle death,
waiting to hush our fading breath,
O praise him, alleluia!
You homeward lead the child of God,
and Christ our Lord the way has trod:

Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship God in humbleness,
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:
Prayer of adoration and confession followed by the Lord’s Prayer,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

Family time 

Memorial of the massacre.  Moment of prayer.

Hymn. Joyful joyful PCC 410
		Joyful, joyful we adore you,		
	God of glory, Lord of love.
	Hearts unfold like flower before you,
	opening to the sun above.
	Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
	drive the dark of doubt away;
	giver of immortal gladness,
	fill us with the light of day.

	All your works with joy surround you;
	earth and heaven reflect your rays;
	stars and angels sing around you,
	centre of unbroken praise.
	Field and forest, vale and mountain,
	flowery meadow, flashing sea,
	chanting bird and flowing fountain,
	join to praise you joyfully.

	You are giving and forgiving,
	ever blessing, ever blessed,
	well-spring of the joy of living,
	ocean depth of happy rest.
	God Creator, Christ our Saviour,
	all are yours who live in love.
	Teach us how to love our neighbour;
	lift us to your joy above.

[bookmark: _Hlk213313480]Readings.
Job 19:23-27a
“Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book!
That they were engraved on a rock. With an iron pen and lead, forever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;
And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God,
Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!”
Luke 20:27-38
Then some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife, and he dies without children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. And the first took a wife, and died without children. And the second took her as wife, and he died childless. Then the third took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they left no children, and died. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife does she become? For all seven had her as wife.”
Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage; nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.”

Message.  A category error.




Hymn. Brother sister let me serve you. Richard Gillard AA 8
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you,			
let me be as Christ to you,
pray that I may have the grace 
to let you be my servant too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are travellers on the road,
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night-time of your fear,
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4.	I will weep when you are weeping,
when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you,
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through.

5.	When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we’ve known together
of Christ’s love, and agony.

6.	Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you,
pray that I may have the grace
to let you be my servant too.

Offering and dedication.
Prayers for others
Hymn Where the road runs out AA #156 WB91
Where the road runs out and the signposts end, 
where we come to the edge of today, 
be the God of Abraham for us,
send us out upon our way. 
Chorus:
Lord, you were our beginning, the faith that gave us birth.
We look to you, our ending, our hope for heaven and earth.

When the coast is left and we journey on 
to the rim of the sky and the sea,
be the sailor’s friend, be the dolphin Christ 
lead us on to eternity.  (Chorus)


When the clouds are low and the wind is strong, 
when tomorrows storm draws near, 
be the spirit bird hovering overhead 
who will take away our fear.(Chorus)

Benediction. Kia tau ki a tātou katoa. 
Te atawhai o tō tātou Ariki, o Ihu Karaiti,
me te aroha o te Atua, me te whiwhinga tahitanga ki te Wairua Tapu, 
ake ake ake. Amine. 

Doxology. Praise God from whom all blessings flow. CH4 63, CH4 808 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God, the Trinity of love
Before, beneath, around, above.

[bookmark: _Hlk195697619]Ministers:   All the people in Christ    

Leader:   Rev. Simon McLeay 	Reader: Wendy Johnston

Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.          (Leprosy Mission no longer accepts stamps)

Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009
[bookmark: _Hlk185430767]
Mindful Prayer topics: Nov 2nd & 9th 2025 World peace negotiations. Health. Natural disasters. GPP. Faith, Fellowship and Friends. Thanks for natural beauty. “The more I study nature, the more I am amazed at the Creator” (Louis Pasteur 1822-1895) 
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605
[bookmark: _Hlk195254991]
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 9 November
Commemoration  Rev Simon McLeay
	W Johnston

St A’s: No service
	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A

	Sunday 16 November
Cynthia Kearney
St Andrew’s
	M: No service
St A’s 
	Don McC
Sarah McC
	Dianne Burrows
	S&V: Linda
C: Hans


[bookmark: _Hlk148642973]			 










SUNDAY	9   	PENTECOST 22 Commemoration service 
10.00am 	Matawhero – Rev Simon McLeay
 Presbytery Regional Moderator
St. Andrew’s – no service  
Monday	10	9.00am		St Andrew’s gardening
Tuesday 	11	10.00am	Open Door 
1.30pm	 	Ryman Rest Home service tbc
Wednesday 	12	9.45am		mainly music	
Friday 	14 	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal tbc

SUNDAY	16    	PENTECOST 23 
			10.00am	 St. Andrew’s  

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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