
GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

2 November 2025					Pentecost 21

Welcome to the Rev Michael Cotton,
And Lynne Cotton, on organ and piano

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.

Welcome, news and Notices					

[bookmark: _Hlk136943554]Introit, entry of Bible and lighting of candle  Beautiful presence HS9 Words/Music: Joy Cowley/Barry Brinson
Beautiful presence, how can we name you?
Words are too small for the one who is all.
How can we speak of your gentleness in us,
the warmth of our hearts in response to your call?

Refrain:
Beautiful presence, ocean of love,
strong as forever, soft as a dove.
Words often fail us, but this we know true,
you live within us as we live in you. 
				

Call to Worship: Ps 119: 137-144
You are righteous, Lord,
    and your laws are right.
138 The statutes you have laid down are righteous;
    they are fully trustworthy.
139 My zeal wears me out,
    for my enemies ignore your words.
140 Your promises have been thoroughly tested,
    and your servant loves them.
141 Though I am lowly and despised,
    I do not forget your precepts.
142 Your righteousness is everlasting
    and your law is true.
143 Trouble and distress have come upon me,
    but your commands give me delight.
144 Your statutes are always righteous;
    give me understanding that I may live.

Opening prayer 

With the family
Hymn:  Zacchaeus 
Zacchaeus was a wee little man ,
and a wee little man was he.
He climbed up in a sycamore tree
For the Lord he wanted to see.
And when the Savior passed that way  
He looked up in that tree 
and said, 'Zacchaeus, You come down, 
For I'm going to your house for tea!
For I'm going to your house for tea!

Zacchaeus was a wee little man,
But a happy man was he,
For he had seen the Lord that day
And a happy man was he;
And a very happy man was he.

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2: 1-4  New International version
 The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.
Habakkuk’s Complaint
2 How long, Lord, must I call for help,
    but you do not listen?
Or cry out to you, “Violence!”
    but you do not save?
3 Why do you make me look at injustice?
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?
Destruction and violence are before me;
    there is strife, and conflict abounds.
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed,
    and justice never prevails.
The wicked hem in the righteous,
    so that justice is perverted.
I will stand at my watch
    and station myself on the ramparts;
I will look to see what he will say to me,
    and what answer I am to give to this complaint.[a]
The Lord’s Answer
2 Then the Lord replied:
“Write down the revelation
    and make it plain on tablets
    so that a herald[b] may run with it.
3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time;
    it speaks of the end
    and will not prove false.
Though it linger, wait for it;
    it[c] will certainly come
    and will not delay.
4 “See, the enemy is puffed up;
    his desires are not upright—
    but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness[d]—

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke Chapter 19: 1-10 New International Version
Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Sermon	“From Dark to Light”			Mike

Hymn:  Come thou long-expected Jesus  CH4 472
Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.
Prayers of Intercession				Paulina Melief
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
	your kingdom come, your will be done,
	on earth as in heaven.
	Give us today our daily bread.
	Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
	For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
	are yours now and forever.     Amen (x8)

Presentation of Offerings 
Dedication:							Mike

Communion Hymn   Now to your table spread AA100 WB58
1. Now to your table spread we come, each one, in faith
	that you alone provide the words of life and death:
	In wine and bread, in promised food
	we find your loving heart, O God.

2. Hands of the world stretch out, your mystery and touch,
			in longing to believe a truth beyond our reach,
			to sing in joy, to cry in grief,
			to know your meaning for our life.

3. Here is our common wealth in sharing what is good
	as though all human kind around one table stood,
	this bread to break, this wine to taste – 
	one people in the name of Christ.

Communion
The Peace
Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you
PEOPLE: And also with you

WB pink page 10 version C starting at The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving (at the bottom)
We sing: Tune Laudate Dominum (Ye servants of God CH4 130 CH2 168)
1. O praise ye the Lord! praise Him in the height;
Rejoice in His Word, ye angels of light;
Ye heavens, adore Him by Whom ye were made,
And worship before Him in brightness arrayed.

2. O praise ye the Lord! Praise Him upon earth,
In tuneful accord, ye sons of new birth;
Praise Him Who hath brought you His grace from above,
Praise Him Who hath taught you to sing of His love.

3. O praise ye the Lord! All things that give sound;
Each jubilant chord re-echo around;
Loud organs, His glory forth tell in deep tone,
And sweet harp, the story of what He hath done.

4. O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song
To Him be outpoured all ages along!
For love in creation, for Heaven restored,
For grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!

Final Prayer
Blessed be God who calls us together. 
Praise to God who makes us one people.

Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin.
Praise to God who gives hope and freedom.

Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
Praise to God who is revealed as love.

Blessed be God who alone has called us.
Therefore we offer all that we are 
and all that we shall become.

Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise.
Amen. Accept our thanks for all you have done.
Our hands were empty, and you filled them.

Mike – Blessing and Dismissal

Sung:- Three fold Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk195697619]Ministers:   All the people in Christ    
Leader:   Rev. Michael Cotton 		Reader: Colleen Skuse
Prayer: Paulina Melief                                Organist: Lynne Cotton


Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.          (Leprosy Mission no longer accepts stamps)

Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

[bookmark: _Hlk185430767]
Mindful Prayer topics: Nov 2nd & 9th 2025 World peace negotiations. Health. Natural disasters. GPP. Faith, Fellowship and Friends. Thanks for natural beauty. “The more I study nature, the more I am amazed at the Creator” (Louis Pasteur 1822-1895)
ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
  
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605


[bookmark: _Hlk195254991]
	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 2 November
Communion
Mike Cotton
	M: No service
St A’s Colleen Skuse
	Jenny Lawton
Linda Savage
	
	S&V: Alan
C: Don

	Sunday 9 November
Commemoration  Rev Simon McLeay
	M: Rev Simon McLeay
St A’s: No service
	Matawhero Team
	Matawhero Team
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A



Communion 2 November.  Celebrant: Mike Cotton Elders: Val Hall, Don McC, Cathy Porter Jan Gordon

Sunday 	2	PENTECOST 21 Communion at St Andrew’s
			10.00am    	St Andrew’s – Mike Cotton
[bookmark: _Hlk148642973]Matawhero No service 	
Tuesday 	4	10.00am	Open Door 
Wednesday 	5 	9.45am		mainly music		
Friday		7	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal	tbc	
Saturday 	8	8am-11.30	Car Boot Sale
			 

SUNDAY	9   	PENTECOST 22 Commemoration service 
10.00am 	Matawhero – Rev Simon McLeay
 Presbytery Regional Moderator
St. Andrew’s – no service  

Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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