


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

26 October 2025   					       Pentecost 20

[bookmark: _Hlk146912390]We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
 Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.  Where there is an asterisk * you are invited to stand.

Prelude

Welcome, news and Notices

Silence

Call to Worship 
We know the presence of God by the 
	Rising of the sun,
		The touch of a hand
		The sound of laughter,
And the perfume of a garden holding the promise of Spring.

We know the power of God by the 
		Forgiveness of sin,
		The healing of spirit,
		The giving of gifts far beyond deserving
And in the surety of love that comes from God’s son.

Let us give thanks to God and worship the presence and power that endures forever.

Let us pray:
Prayer

Sing Now thank we all our God		CH4 182 Nun Danket
	
1. Now thank we all our God,			
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices, -
who, from our mothers’ arms,
has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

2. May you, O bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever-joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us in your grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God
		our Maker now be given,
			to Christ, and Spirit too,
			our help in highest heaven, -
		the one, eternal God,
		whom earth and heaven adore,
		for thus it was, is now,
		and shall be evermore.




Readings: From The Message Bible
Matthew 4: 18-22
18-20 Walking along the beach of Lake Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers: Simon (later called Peter) and Andrew. They were fishing, throwing their nets into the lake. It was their regular work. Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass.” They didn’t ask questions, but simply dropped their nets and followed.
21-22 A short distance down the beach they came upon another pair of brothers, James and John, Zebedee’s sons. These two were sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, mending their fishnets. Jesus made the same offer to them, and they were just as quick to follow, abandoning boat and father.

Matthew 16: 13-18
Son of Man, Son of God
13 When Jesus arrived in the villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “What are people saying about who the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some think he is John the Baptizer, some say Elijah, some Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”
15 He pressed them, “And how about you? Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
17-18 Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.

Sing      Turn your eyes upon Jesus
O soul are you weary and troubled
No light in the darkness you see
There's light for a look at the Saviour
And life more abundant and free
Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace

His word shall not fail you he promised
Believe him and all will be well
Then go to a world that is dying
His perfect salvation to tell

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace

O soul are you weary and troubled
No light in the darkness you see
There's light for a look at the Savior
And life more abundant and free

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace

Reflection and discussion    Who was Peter?

Offering  and Dedication 
Loving God, Bless our offerings of money, food, praise, and service  
Bless us with strength to live in your light that others may see you through us.
As we give may it be your hand reaching out.  May your promises be fulfilled in all we do.   Amen.



Song   O Jesus, I have promised CH4 644
1 Oh Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me, my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide.

2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near.
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear.
My foes are ever near me, around me and within;
but Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin.

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will.
Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control;
now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul.

4 O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you
that where you are in glory your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;
oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend.

Benediction

Sung:- Three fold Amen

Ministers:   All the people in Christ    Leader:   Lynnor Cooke
Reader: June Stichbury

[bookmark: _Hlk211525951]Please join us for friendship and fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge after the service
Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  
Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received
For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton 868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008; Lynnor Cooke 06 214 3945; Barbara Larsen 863-9009

Mindful Prayer topics: Oct 19th & 26th 2025 World Peace. Natural disasters. Leaders & decision makers. Health. Children. The bereaved. GPP & Parish Council and changes ahead. “I climb no endless mountain which is not my Father's ground” (Colin Gibson)
Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
[bookmark: _Hlk185430767]
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.    
  
Matawhero Gardening happens from time to time. If you would like to help, please contact Paulina Melief 867 0605 

DIARY for this week in October and November
SUNDAY	26 	PENTECOST 20 Media Sunday. Industrial Sunday
10.00am          St Andrew’s 
Matawhero No service
3.00pm 	Sea of Faith 
Monday	27	Labour Day Holiday	
Tuesday 	28	10.00am	Open Door 
Wednesday 	29 	9.45am		mainly music 			
Friday		31	1.00pm		Choir practice tbc

Sunday 	2 Nov	PENTECOST 21 Communion at St Andrew’s
			10.00am    St Andrew’s communion - Mike Cotton
Matawhero– No service
	[bookmark: _Hlk211526293]Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	12 January
Epiphany 1
Sr Cynthia Kearney
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall 
	Seton Clare
Dianne Burrows

	Lyn Griffiths
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	Sunday 26 October
Lynnor
Labour Weekend
	M: No service
St A’s June Stichbury
	Pat Flockhart
Chrissie Parker
	
	S&V: Hans
C: Hans

	Sunday 2 November
Communion
Mike Cotton
	M: No service
St A’s Colleen Skuse
	Jenny Lawton
Linda Savage
	
	S&V: Alan
C: Don


[bookmark: _Hlk211531001]Communion 2 November.  Celebrant: Mike Cotton Elders: Val Hall, Don McC Cathy Porter Jan Gordon
Peter
a.k.a. Simeon, Simon Peter, Cephas “The Rock” (Cephas was the Aramaic name Jesus gave Peter)  (Matt: 16, 13; and John 1: 42)
A discussion paper
Peter and his brother Andrew, sons of Jonah (see Matt 16:17) or John (see John1:42), lived on the northeast coast of the Sea of Galilee.  The family may also have had a home at Capernaum.  Fishing partners were James and John, sons of Zebedee and Salome.
The young men were followers of John the Baptist who was an older cousin (by 6 months) of Jesus.
Jesus called them to follow him.  (John 1:35)
Disciples were followers or apprentices.
Apostles were commissioned representatives,
Peter was one of the first disciples to be called.  He was the most out-spoken of the group, asking questions; even challenging Jesus.  (Matt. 14: 28)
Peter was the first “Apostle” and one of three who formed an “inner circle” (Peter, James and John).  They witnessed many miracles including the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt. 17: 1-2) and the agony of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26: 36-38)
It was Peter who declared that Jesus was the “Messiah, son of the living God” (Matt. 16:13-20)
Peter was married, as both Matthew (8:14-15) and Mark (1:22-31) tell us Jesus healed Peter’s “mother-in-law”.  It is also understood Peter took his wife on his missionary journeys.  Peter went to Rome where he inspired the writing of the first Gospel, drafted by Mark (his interpreter).
Little is known of Peter’s activities in Rome although Papias, a Greek Apostolic Father, and Bishop of Hierapolis (in modern day Turkey) writing in about A.D.125, speaks of Peter’s preaching as “inspired”.   Peter played a key role at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15 and Galatians 2) which decided in favour of preaching to the Gentiles.  Peter died in Rome.
All references from the Good News Bible		Lynnor Cooke 2025
A list of the twelve Disciples

Simon Peter
Andrew		His brother
James 		)
John			) 	Sons of Zebedee and Salome
Philip
Bartholomew 	a.k.a. Nathanael
Matthew		a.k.a. Levi
Thomas
James 		Son of Alphaeus
Thaddaeus Lebbaeus 	The other Judas
Simon the Canaanite
Judas Iscariot 	Son of Simon Iscariot from Kerioth, Southern Judah, and the only one of the twelve not from Galilee

Matthias	was the disciple chosen to replace Judas Iscariot.








[bookmark: _Hlk211531095]Gisborne Presbyterian Parish
St Andrew’s Church and Matawhero Historic Church:
Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 
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