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God tells us: “Do not be afraid!”
Jesus tells us: “Have no fear!”
Paul tells us: “Death no longer has dominion!”
The Psalmist tells us: “God is abounding in steadfast love.”
Let us go to our work unafraid.  Let us be confident that God is with us.  Let us go in newness of life with His grace and strength.  Where God leads, go with confidence.  
Where God sends, go with faith.
Amen

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.

Prelude
Welcome, News and Information 
Introit and Entry of Bible    Light of Lights beholden AA89

Light of lights beholden 
we from days of olden 
sang this song 
for to understand 
that peace upon this planet 
was pledged to come.
Each to other, sister, brother, 
born for life and song.

look towards the light and carry on: 
let the simple heart and hope among us
 keep our family strong, 
let the simple heart and hope among us
keep our family strong.

Darkness all around us, 
light has always found us,
light will come 
where the dark is deepest, 
greater light will keep us 
safe from harm.
Troubled times will always find 
a voice of troubled doom,



[bookmark: _Hlk136943485]Call to Worship  Psalm 121 Good News Translation
 I look to the mountains; where will my help come from?
My help will come from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

 He will not let you fall; your protector is always awake.
The protector of Israel never dozes or sleeps.

The Lord will guard you; he is by your side to protect you.
 The sun will not hurt you during the day, nor the moon during the night.
The Lord will protect you from all danger; he will keep you safe.
He will protect you as you come and go now and forever.

Opening Prayer 			Leader


*We Sing: Spirit of God unseen as the wind 		CH4 600
[bookmark: _Hlk71876298]Refrain	Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,
		Gentle as is the dove,
		teach us the truth and help us believe,
		show us the Saviour’s love.

1. You spoke to us long, long ago,
gave us the written word;
we read it still, needing its truth,
through it God’s voice is heard.

1. Without your help we fail our Lord,
we cannot live his way;
we need your power, we need your strength,
following Christ each day.

Readings: We llisten to, and engage with God’s Word
Deuteronomy 8: 2-3; 30:15 GNT
2 Remember how the Lord your God led you on this long journey through the desert these past forty years, sending hardships to test you, so that he might know what you intended to do and whether you would obey his commands. 3 He made you go hungry, and then he gave you manna to eat, food that you and your ancestors had never eaten before. He did this to teach you that you must not depend on bread alone to sustain you, but on everything that the Lord says.
Deuteronomy 30:15
Good News Translation
15 “Today I am giving you a choice between good and evil, between life and death.

Luke 4 14-22 The Message
To Set the Burdened Free
14-15 Jesus returned to Galilee powerful in the Spirit. News that he was back spread through the countryside. He taught in their meeting places to everyone’s acclaim and pleasure.
16-21 He came to Nazareth where he had been raised. As he always did on the Sabbath, he went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was written,
God’s Spirit is on me;
    he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor,
Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and
    recovery of sight to the blind,
To set the burdened and battered free,
    to announce, “This is God’s time to shine!”
He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.”
22 All who were there, watching and listening, were surprised at how well he spoke. But they also said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son, the one we’ve known since he was just a kid?”

Childrens Chat: “Choices”






*We Sing: Here I stand among God’s people 	HS 55
Here I stand among God's people
giving thanks for all God's care,
and I gladly bring my offering
to the common life we share.
There's a thread within God's story
that is mine alone to know,
and a vision of God's glory
that my life was made to show.

When the Gospel words are spoken,
when the bread and wine are blessed,
Jesus makes me more than welcome
at the table as his guest.
And as I go out to serve him
in my action, work and prayer,
he will send me where I'm needed;
when he calls me I'll be there.

With the Word of God to guide me
I will learn my whole life long;
with the Spirit here beside me
I'll be confident and strong
as I work for peace and justice
in my own appointed place,
and I'll stand among God's people
till I see God face to face.

Reflection: 

Offering and *Dedication:  				
Please stand as the offering is brought forward
Dedication:
*Loving God accept and bless, these tokens of our thanks.  May we always share and spread your bounty of goodness and love with all people. Amen						

Tributes to Gina Hughes


*We Sing:  Give thanks for life 	CH4: 736 
									
Give thanks for life, the measure of our days,
mortal, we pass through beauty that decays,
yet sing to God our hope, our love, our praise:
	Alleluia

Give thanks for those whose lives shone with a light
caught from the Christ-flame, gleaming through the night,
who touched the truth, who burned for what is right:
	Alleluia

Give thanks for all, our living and our dead,
thanks for the love by which our life is fed,
a love not changed by time or death or dread:
	Alleluia

Give thanks for hope that, like the seed of grain
lying in darkness, does its life retain
to rise in glory, growing green again:
	Alleluia

*Benediction 
				
*3-fold Amen

Ministers:   All the people in Christ    Leader:   Lynnor Cooke
	Reader: Alvin Hall 

[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]The AGM will follow the service.  Please get a cuppa and get ready for this important Parish meeting.

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  

LOST: The double plug for the heater in the lounge.  ???

Mindful Prayer topics: Sept 22nd  & 29th 2024.  World Peace. GPP, the AGM and decisions. Those recovering from surgery.  Those affected by climatic disasters. Volunteers. Friends and family. Ourselves.

.Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.          (Leprosy Mission no longer accepts stamps)

Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

SPRING FLOWERS.
The Pastoral Committee would like to thank all those people who volunteered their time in helping us with our giving of a rose to those over 80 years old after our Spring Service.
We again have received some very positive comments. For those parishioners who are not able to get to Church certainly appreciate that they have not been forgotten..
Many thanks again.
With blessings to you all
Barbara


Val Hall and Pat Flockhart are offering Home Communion, and they need an Elder to be present. Any Elders willing to assist, please phone or email Val Hall.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton  868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008 Annette Ormiston 0275535028 Barbara Larsen 863-9009









DIARY

SUNDAY	22  	PENTECOST 18 Followed by AGM 
10.00am	St. Andrew’s service in Hall
		Matawhero  – no Service
Monday		23	9.00am		Walking Group 	
Tuesday 	24	10.00am	Open Door All welcome
Wednesday	25	9.45am		mainly music
Thursday	26	2.30pm		Leighton House Rest Home service tbc
			2.30pm		Parish Council meeting
Friday		27	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal 
					Meeting with Rev Peter McKenzie
Saturday	28	8.30-11.30am	Car Boot Sale

SUNDAY	29 	PENTECOST 19 Rev Peter McKenzie 
         Spring School Hols commence
10.00am	Matawhero Blessing of Animals
		St. Andrew’s  – no Service
Coming up: 
Sunday 29 Blessing of Animals service at Matawhero.  Photos of pets welcome in lieu

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	22 September
Pentecost 18
Lynnor Cook Hall service AGM 
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall service
	Don McC
Jenny Lawton
Linda Savage

	Ruth McLennan
	S&V: N/A
C:N/A


	29 September
Pentecost 19
Matawhero Blessing of Animals.  Rev Peter McKenzie
	Matawhero
Paulina Melief
St Andrew’s 
No service

	Matawhero Team

	Matawhero Team
Contributions welcome
	S&V: N/A
C: N/A
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