


GISBORNE PRESBYTERIAN PARISH
 Matawhero Church – Church Lane
St Andrew’s Church and Community Centre:
176 Cobden Street, Gisborne 

15 September 2024				Pentecost 17
Spring Flower Service
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We welcome all visitors to our service this morning.
Please sign the Visitors’ Book and make yourself known to the Hosts who stand at the back of the church. A toilet is located in the foyer.
In our worship we use inclusive language as much as possible. Sometimes, especially in the hymns, this is not possible. Feel free to insert the language with which you are most comfortable. BOLDED WORDS are for congregational response.
Where there is an asterisk * please stand.



Welcome, news and Notices


Introit and entry of Bible    –  Morning has broken CH4 212 (1)
Morning has broken
like the first morning,
blackbird has spoken
like the first bird.
Praise for the singing,
praise for the morning,
praise for them, springing
fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rain’s new fall
sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall
on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness
of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness
where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight;
mine is the morning,
born of the one light
Eden saw play!
Praise with elation,
praise every morning,
God’s re-creation
of the new day!


Opening Prayer                                                                                                                                                                              O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, as we wait in Your presence this morning we are reminded of Your unconditional love for us.                                                                                                                  Thank You that through Jesus’ teachings, His sacrifice and example we can catch a glimpse of what You are really like.   We want to acknowledge You as Lord of our lives this morning and to ask that You will help us to worship You in Spirit and Truth.   Bless us in this time of worship this morning.                                                         We pray in Jesus’ Name.   AMEN

We Sing – God who made the earth  (CH3 151) WOV 82
God, who made the earth,
The air, the sky, the sea,
Who gave the light its birth,
Careth for me.

God, who made the grass,
The flower, the fruit, the tree,
The day and night to pass, 
Careth for me.

God, who made the sun,
The moon, the stars, is he
Who, when life’s clouds come on,
Careth for me.

God, who made all things,
On earth, in air, in sea,
Who changing seasons brings, 
Careth for me.

God, who sent his son
To die on Calvary,
He, if I lean on him,
Will care for me.

Children’s chat

We sing – All things bright and beautiful  WOV 70 CH4 137
Refrain:
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful:
The Lord God made them all.

1. Each little flow’r that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny wings.

2. The purple-headed mountains,
The river running by,
The sunset and the morning
That brightens up the sky.

3. The cold wind in the winter,
The pleasant summer sun,
The ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them every one.

4. He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.

Readings                                                                                                                                                                                     Genesis 2:8-10  RSV The Garden of Eden  
8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers.

Psalm 137:1-4  RSV The Hanging Gardens of Babylon     
 By the waters[a] of Babylon,
there we sat down and wept,
    when we remembered Zion.
2 On the willows[b] there
    we hung up our lyres.
3 For there our captors
    required of us songs,
and our tormentors, mirth, saying,
    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song
    in a foreign land?

Prayer

Readings                                                                                                                                                                                   Esther 1:1-6 RSV  The Garden of Commitment  
1 In the days of Ahasu-e′rus, the Ahasu-e′rus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, 2 in those days when King Ahasu-e′rus sat on his royal throne in Susa the capital, 3 in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his princes and servants, the army chiefs[a] of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces being before him, 4 while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his majesty for many days, a hundred and eighty days. 5 And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the capital, both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There were white cotton curtains and blue hangings caught up with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings[b] and marble pillars, and also couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones.                                                                                                                    

Matthew 26:36-39 & 44-46  RSV The Garden at Gethsemane
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsem′ane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go yonder and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zeb′edee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch[a] with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
44-46 
44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

We Sing – I come to the Garden alone  BG 56
I Come To The Garden Alone
While The Dew Is Still On The Roses,
And The Voice I Hear Falling On My Ear
The Son Of God Discloses.

Refrain:
And He Walks With Me, And He Talks With Me,
And He Tells Me I Am His Own;
And The Joy We Share As We Tarry There,
None Other Has Ever Known.

He Speaks, And The Sound Of His Voice
Is So Sweet The Birds Hush Their Singing,
And The Melody That He Gave To Me
Within My Heart Is Ringing.
Refrain:

I’d Stay In The Garden With Him,
Though The Night Around Me Be Falling,
But He Bids Me Go; Through The Voice Of Woe
His Voice To Me Is Calling.
Refrain:

Reading – Revelation 21:1-5A RSV  The Eternal Garden
 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; 3 and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,[a] and God himself will be with them;[b] 4 he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.”
5 And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”

Intercessory Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                   L:  All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above                                                                                           P: We thank You, Lord, we thank You, Lord, for all Your love

Offering                                                                                                                                                                                        Loving God we offer these gifts to You and pray they will be blessed.   We offer ourselves to serve You, and pray for Your blessing as we share Your love.   AMEN

We Sing – How great Thou art CH4 154
Oh Lord, my God, When I, in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder
Thy power throughout the universe displayed

Refrain:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art

[bookmark: _Hlk133075232]When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze, 
Refrain

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin 
Refrain

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art
Refrain

Blessing  (sung)                                                                                                                                                                           May God’s blessing surround you each day                                                                                                                                    As you trust Him and walk in His way                                                                                                                                        May His presence within guard and keep you from sin                                                                                                                  Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.    

AMEN (x3)

Ministers:   All the people in Christ    Leader:   Val Hall
Reader: Jennifer McDonald           

[bookmark: _Hlk146785507]Please join us for a time of fellowship and friendship over a cup of tea or coffee in the Lounge next door.

Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  

Mindful Prayer topics: Sept 8th & 15th 2024. World Peace; Grieving families and friends; those in Hospice care.  Neglected friendships. GPP and our forthcoming  AGM with difficult decisions – give us strength, patience and understanding to  explore options which may not fit individual preferences. In the words of Joyce Rupp ”Somewhere within I have been given life again. I can say goodbye to emptiness; I can say hello to fullness”

.Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz

Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.          (Leprosy Mission no longer accepts stamps)

Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

Val Hall and Pat Flockhart are offering Home Communion, and they need an Elder to be present. Any Elders willing to assist, please phone or email Val Hall.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 
Jenny Lawton  868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008 Annette Ormiston 0275535028 Barbara Larsen 863-9009
With blessings from the Pastoral Committee












DIARY

SUNDAY	15  	PENTECOST 17 Spring Flower service
10.00am	St. Andrew’s Val Hall
		Matawhero – no Service
Monday	16	9.00am		Walking Group 
				9.30am		Matawhero Gardening
Tuesday 	17	10.00am	Open Door All welcome
Wednesday	18	9.45am		mainly music
				12.15pm	Prayer for Creation (Holy Trinity)				2.00pm		Finance Committee followed by
						Parish Council
7.30pm		Taruheru River Studies Holy Trinity
Thursday 	19	3.30pm		Dunblane Rest Home Service tbc
Friday		20	1.00pm		Choir rehearsal

SUNDAY	22  	PENTECOST 18 Followed by AGM 
10.00am	St. Andrew’s service in Hall
		Matawhero  – no Service
Coming up: 
Sunday 22 September AGM follows morning service in St Andrew’s Hall
Friday 27 September	Parish meeting with Rev Peter McKenzie Presbytery
Sunday 29 September 	Animal Blessing service at Matawhero with Rev Peter McKenzie.  Bring a pet or a photo of your pet.

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	15 September
Pentecost 17
Spring Flower service. Val Hall
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Jenny McDonald
	Pat Flockhart
Jean Hillyard
Alvin Hall
	Lapointe Family
	S&V: Don
C:Don


	22 September
Pentecost 18
Lynnor Cook Service & AGM in Hall
	Matawhero
No service
St Andrew’s 
Alvin Hall
	Don McC
Jenny Lawton
Linda Savage

	Ruth McLennan
	S&V: N/A?
C:






Office:  06 868 5513      	                         Hours 10-12 Tuesday – Thursday 
176 Cobden Street 4010                     Bank A/c number 03-0638-0462917-000
standrewsgisb@xtra.co.nz                           www.standrewsgis.org.nz 



Notice from Holy Trinity Anglican Church

[image: ]
Holy Trinity Anglican Church is celebrating the Season of Creation during the month of September along with many other churches in the global Christian community. 
Our programme at Holy Trinity includes 
* Creation-focussed liturgies during September, 
* Midday Prayer for Creation each Wednesday at 12.15pm in the church 
* Taruheru River Studies in the Parish Hall on Wednesday evenings:
     Wed 4 Sept 7.30pm  - Tangata Whenua Perspective 
                     - Albie Gibson (TROTAK)
     Wed 11 Sept 7.30pm - Settler and recent Past History 
                     - Sheridan Gundry (Heritage Tairawhiti)
     Wed 18 Sept 7.30pm - Ecology and Management 
                     - GDC Staff with Grant Vincent (Forest & Bird)
     Wed 25 Sept 7.30pm - Bible Study from Indigenous Theology Perspective 
                    - Ven Michael Tamihere (Te Rau College)
Please note the Wednesday dates (Sept 4.11.18.25) in your diaries and plan to join us. 
[Ron Elder for Gisborne Parish Environment Justice and Peace Committee]







[bookmark: _Hlk176943508]GARDENING

First plant five rows of Peas:
Preparedness, Prompt, Perseverance, Politeness, Prayer

Next plant three rows of Squash
Squash gossip; Squash Critics; Squash difference

Then plant four rows of Lettuce
Let us be faithful; Let us be Loyal; Let us be Truthful; Let us Love one another

No garden is complete without Turnips
Turn up to Church; Turn up with a Smile, Turn up with a new idea; Turn up with determination; Turn up with your Bible; Turn up with a prayer; Turn up when it rains

Gardener's Prayer
O Lord, grant that in some way
it may rain every day,
Say from about midnight until three o'clock
in the morning,
But, You see, it must be gentle and warm
so that it can soak in;
Grant that at the same time it would not rain on
campion, alyssum, helianthus, lavender, and others which
You in Your infinite wisdom know
are drought-loving plants-
I will write their names on a bit of paper
if you like-
And grant that the sun may shine
the whole day long,
But not everywhere (not, for instance, on the
gentian, plantain lily, and rhododendron)
and not too much;
That there may be plenty of dew and little wind,
enough worms, no lice and snails, or mildew,
and that once a week thin liquid manure and guano
may fall from heaven.
Amen.
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The firstfruits of hope
(Rom 8:19-25)
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