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A Realistic Scenario

Liturgist: Beverley Smith

Readers: Bob Bos & Jennifer McDonald 
Organist: David Russell 
OPENING WORSHIP

Leader: As we gather in all our diversity

ALL:
Let us celebrate the richness and diversity of life in the presentness of God.

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE in silence

ALL: In the mystery of life about us there is light
Let the light we kindle go before us,

Serving in hope, 

Wide in good will,

Inviting the day to come. 

Hymn: CH4 212

Morning has broken like the first morning

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning,

Praise for them, springing

Fresh from the word.

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlight from heaven,

Like the first dewfall on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,

Sprung from completeness where his feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning

Born of the one light Eden saw play.

Praise with elation, praise every morning,

God’s recreation of the new day.

Prayer: Reader Jennifer 

As I say these words, God

I am aware that many of us struggle with how

We may think and speak of you, in a way that makes

Sense of our lives and our world,

As we struggle, we continue to address you..

The ground being.. the Spirit within.

Yet we believe that if you are about anything

Then somehow you are also everything.

And so you are in our unknowing and searching

And in our groping after truth.

You are in our aloneness and our vulnerability

In our anger, envy and inner chaos,

And in our struggle to be fre.

You are part of our impotence

And you are our empowering.

You are in the emptiness

And also the filling up.

You are at the roots of despair and brokenness

And also the way that leads to connection.

In mystery and grandeur

We see the face of God

In earthiness and ordinary

We know the love of Jesus

In heights and depths

And life and death Amen

Readings: Jennifer 

The Gospel of St. Thomas P21 16a, 16b

Jesus said: ‘People think, perhaps, that I have come to throw peace upon the world. They don’t know that I have come to throw disagreement upon the world, and fire, and sword, and struggle.
For there will be five in one house. Three will oppose two. Two will oppose three. The father will oppose his son and the son oppose his father.

Galatians: 3:23 
For in Jesus you are all children of God. There is no longer Jew or Greek, There is no longer slave or or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Jesus.
HYMN: Kneels at the Feet of His Friends WB 15
Kneels at the Feet of His Friends, silently washes their feet:

Master who acts as a slave to them.

Refrain: Yesu, Yesu, fill us with your love

Show us how to serve the neighbours we have from you.

Neighbours are wealthy and poor, varied in colour and race,

Neighbours are near us and far away.

Refrain:

These are the ones we should serve, 
these are the ones we should love,

All these are neighbours to us and you.

Refrain:
Loving puts us on our knees, silently washing their feet,

This is the way we should live with you.

Refrain:

READING: GLORIA – Joy Cowley (Jennifer)

Glorious are you, Mystery of Life,

Essence of all creation.

You are the symphony of stars and planets.

You are the music of the atoms within us,

You are the dawn on mountain peaks,

The moonlight on evening seas,

Forest and farm, the rush of the city,

Everything is embraced in your love.

Glorious are you, O Jesus Christ,

Cosmic love in human flesh,

You graced the smallness of time and place

To teach us to dance to the music.

You walk on our seas and heal in our streets,

You make your home in our lives,

Revealing the cross and resurrection

Are one on the road to freedom.

Glorious are you, O Spirit of Truth,
Wisdom and breath of our being.

You are the wind that sweeps our senses,

You are the fire that burns in our hearts,

You are the needle of the Inner compass,

Always pointing to true North,

Guiding us on the sacred dance

Into the Mystery of Life.

HYMN: AA 85 Let justice roll down like a river,

Let justice roll down like a river, 

Let justice roll down like a sea,

Let justice roll down like a river, let justice begin through me.

Justice for all who go hungry, crying to God to be fed,

Left in a world of abundance to beg for a morsel of bread.

Let justice..

Justice for those who are homeless, victims of warfare or need,

Trapped on the borders of nowhere, lost in the canyons of greed.

Let justice ..
Justice for all who are powerless, yearning for freedom in vain,

Plundered, and robbed of their birthright, silently bearing their pain.

Let justice..

Colin Gibson
ALL: MAY WE LEARN THE WAYS OF JUSTICE,

AND THAT VOLENCE AND OPPRESSION AND WAR MAY CEASE.
Organ reflection “Gentle Jesus” 
REFLECTION Bob Bos
Offering & Dedication 
CH4 808 (Tune: Tallis’ Canon)

Praise God, the Source of life and birth;
  
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;


Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame:


All glory, honour to God’s name. 

Leader: We saw a stranger yesterday,


We put food in the eating place


Drink in the drinking place


Music in the listening place


And with the sacred name of the Triune God –


He blessed us and our house, our animals and our dear ones.

ALL: God, who has given us so much –

We bring our gifts with all our love and gratitude

That we may cherish others as we have been so cherished and

That our offering will sustain the work of the Church. Amen.

The peace: Please pass the Peace to your neighbour

HYMN: Let There be Peace on Earth (Fresh Sounds 100)
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me;

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be

With God as our parent, a family are we

Let us all walk together in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.  

With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  

To take each moment, 



and live each moment, in peace eternally.  

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

With love as our future
Humans all are we

Let us walk with each other

In perfect harmony

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.  

With ev’ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  

To take each moment, 



and live each moment, in peace eternally.  

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

ALL: The Spirit of God is moving among us.

Let us praise God. Amen.

We are all Earth’s children,

And though we live and pray

And celebrate in different ways,

We are linked by a common dream

PEACE

Beautiful peace on Earth. 
(Cynthia Kearney)

BLESSING: Bob 
ALL: May our time together renew our hope.

May the music we heard lift our spirits.

May the words we spoke invigorate us

May the sight of faces new and familiar,

Restore us in faith.

Amen.

In late 1945, an Egyptian peasant named Mohammed Ali al-Samman Mohammad Khalifa rode his came to the base of a cliff,  hoping to find fertilizer to sell in the nearby village of Nag Hammadi. He found, instead, a large sealed pottery jar buried in the sand. He feared it might contain a genie that would haunt or attack him, and he hoped it might contain a treasure. Gathering his courage, he smashed open the jar and discovered only a collection of twelve old books. Suspecting that they might have value on the antiquities market, he kept the books and eventually sold them for a small sum. The books gradually came into the hands of scholars in Cairo, Europe, and America. Today those books are known as the Nag Hammadi library, a collection that is generally considered to be the most important archaeological discovery of the twentieth century for research into the New Testament and early Christianity.  (Stevan Davis)
Please join us in the hall for a time of fellowship and friendship over a cup of tea or coffee
Ministers:  All the people                     Service created by: Bev Smith
Worship Leader: Bob Bos                       Reader: Jennifer McDonald
Organist:  David Russell 
Note: The offering is now received at the door as we enter.  If you miss noticing this, you may place a retiring offering in the offering boxes at the door as you leave.  

DIARY
SUNDAY 
14 
EPIPHANY 2 



10.00am
St. Andrew’s Worship Service Bev Smith Bob Bos
Matawhero – no service
Monday
15
9.00am


Walking Group


9.30am

Matawhero gardening

Tuesday 
16 
Church Office re-opens today.

10.00am

Open Door 109 Ormond Road

Wednesday
17
12 noon

Worship Committee




2.30pm

Finance Committee
Thursday 
18 
2.30pm   
Dunblane Service 

SUNDAY 
21
EPIPHANY 3 



9.00
Matawhero service in Hall
10.00am
St Andrew’s Chatty Church in Lounge led by Café Group. 
Coming up in January:
SUNDAY 21 10.00a.m. St Andrew’s: Chatty Church in Lounge led by Café Group. As suggested at the AGM and executed successfully at Matawhero on the third Sundays during 2023.
Wednesday
24
2.00pm
Meeting of Elders

Mindful Prayer topics: 14th & 21st January 2024 Transplant and donor patients, families and friends. Accident  victims. The bereaved, especially those connected with GPP. Give thanks for our Lord's guidance in life's uncertainty.
.Mindful Prayer contact Margaret Graham ph. 021 026 03990 or email m.n.e.gra@xtra.co.nz
Christian Blind Mission accepts used stamps. Send directly to them or Val Hall.          (Leprosy Mission no longer accepts stamps)

Please remember donations for the Love basket when shopping. All offerings gratefully received.

Val Hall and Pat Flockhart are offering Home Communion, and they need an Elder to be present. Any Elders willing to assist, please phone or email Val Hall.

For all Pastoral care needs please contact one of the committee members: 

Jenny Lawton  868 4268; Ruth McLennan 021 02704867; Jan Gordon 0211836008 Annette Ormiston 0275535028 Barbara Larsen 863-9009

With blessings from the Pastoral Committee

	Sunday
	Reader
	Door & Team
	Morning Tea
	Sound Visual

	14 January 10am

Epiphany 2

Prepared by Bev Smith, Led by Bob Bos
	Matawhero
No service

St Andrew’s 
Jennifer McDonald
	Seton Clare
Jenny Lawton, Jean Hillyard 
	Dianne Burrows, Marilyn Matthews
	S:Hans

V: Don

C:Hans

	21 January 10am

Epiphany 3


	Matawhero
Hall service

St Andrew’s 
various
	Don McConnochie
Sarah McC, Pat Flockhart
	Val Hall, Ruth McLennan
	N/A
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