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We gather together as the people of God 

 

Welcome & Notices 

 

 

We take a few moments of silence to prepare ourselves to worship God 

 

Now close your eyes. Imagine that you see the Bible and Candle, 

representing the Light of Christ among us is being carried into the 

Church during the singing of the Introit. 

 

Introit – Be still for the presence of the Lord (CH4 #189, verses 1-2) 

 

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here;    

come bow before him now with reverence and fear: 

in him no sin is found – we stand on holy ground. 

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

 

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 

how awesome is the sight – our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

 

 

Call to worship 

 

God says: I will put my Spirit within you, 

and you shall live. Will you believe? 

Lord, we lift your name on high. 

Lord, we love to sing your praises. 
Jesus says: I am the resurrection and the life. 

Will you live as if this were so? 

Lord, we lift your name on high. 

Lord, we love to sing your praises. 
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Jesus called: Lazarus, come forth! 

Jesus still calls: (Gisborne Presbyterian Parish), come forth! 

Lord, we lift your name on high. 

Lord, we love to sing your praises. 
 

 

We sing – Love divine all loves excelling (CH4 #519) 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

 

Come, almighty to deliver; 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave: 

thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation: 

pure and spotless let us be, 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee: 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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Prayer of praise and confession 

 

God of life, present and promised, 

you are the One to whom we call: 

for you are the One who hears, 

and you are the One who acts, 

bringing us new life 

with your grace and love and power. 

Lead us in our time of worship, 

that we may be prepared to follow your lead 

in places where life is at risk— 

places where hope seems far away, 

places where dreams die during sleep. 

When we leave these walls, 

help us live the teachings we proclaim 

within this place of worship. 

And forgive us when we see the world 

through our experiences in the past only, 

while forgetting the hope and life in Christ.  

Forgive us, Holy One, when we forsake lively and risky faith 

calling us to be agents of change in our world 

for the bland conviction that all will be well. 

Renew us with your grace 

and ground us with your Spirit, 

that we might be empowered to live, 

in word and deed, 

as testimonies to the power 

of your love over the grave. 

In Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
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Words of Assurance (Based on Ezekiel 37 1:14) 

 

The God we serve is the God of life, 

the God of hope, the God of new beginnings— 

even for dried-up bones and shattered dreams. 

That rattling of bones in Ezekiel’s vision 

may be heard as the shackles that once held us down 

in fear, sin, prejudice, and guilt. 

God defies these deadly entanglements 

with the power of life. 

This we trust, and by this we live. 

Thanks be to God! 

Story time – Question: what made the donkey change its mind so 

sudden and work for life? 

 

Take a step up for life 

 

One day a farmer’s donkey fell down into a Well. The animal cried 

piteously for hours as the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, 

he decided the donkey was old, and the Well, needed to be covered up 

anyway; it just wasn’t worth it to retrieve the donkey. He invited all his 

neighbours to come over and help him. They all grabbed a shovel and 

began to shovel dirt into the well. At first, the donkey realized what was 

happening and cried horribly. Then, to everyone’s amazement he 

quietened down. 

 

A few shovel loads later, the farmer finally looked down the well. He was 

astonished at what he saw. With each shovel of dirt that hit his back, the 

donkey did something amazing. He shook it off and took a step up. As 

the farmer’s neighbours continued to shovel dirt on top of the animal, he 

would shake it off and take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was amazed 

as the donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and happily trotted 

off! 
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(This story helps us understand the two readings today. Are you interested 

in reading them? We’ll hear them after we sing this song!) 

  

We sing – Nothing is lost on the breath of God  

(Singing Love Colin Gibson) 

 

Nothing is lost on the breath of God, 

nothing is lost for ever; 

God's breath is love, and that love will remain, 

holding the world for ever. 

No feather too light, no hair too fine, 

no flower too brief in its glory; 

no drop in the ocean, no dust in the air, 

but is counted and told in God's story. 

  

Nothing is lost to the eyes of God, 

nothing is lost for ever; 

God sees with love and that love will remain, 

holding the world for ever. 

No journey too far, no distance too great, 

no valley of darkness too blinding; 

no creature too humble, no child too small 

for God to be seeking, and finding. 

  

Nothing is lost to the heart of God, 

nothing is lost for ever; 

God's heart is love, and that love will remain, 

holding the world for ever. 

No impulse of love, no office of care, 

no moment of life in its fulness; 

no beginning too late, no ending too soon, 

but is gathered and known in God's goodness. 
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Readings  

First reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NRSV) 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying 

in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can 

these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said 

to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 

the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, 

and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 

LORD.” 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 

breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath,  and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A+1-14&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-21407c
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11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 

the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 

own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 

act, says the LORD.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

Gospel reading: John 11:1-45 (NRSV) 

The Death of Lazarus 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 

her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 

perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 

ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,   “Lord, he whom you love 

is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 

her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
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7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 

stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are 

there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day 

do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those 

who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After 

saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 

am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if 

he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 

merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 

15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But 

let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles  

away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they 
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die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 

you are the Messiah,  the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

Jesus Weeps 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 

and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 

29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.  

 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 

where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 

knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and 

the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 

in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So 

the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there 
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is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, 

“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 

said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 

this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 

seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  

 

 This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 Praise to Christ the Word 

 

Sermon – ‘Life begets life’(A copy of the sermon can be found on the 

website) 

(We’ll have a moment of silence for reflection while listening to the 

choir) 

 

The choir sings Psalm 23 (verses 1-2) 

 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green: he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 
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My soul he doth restore again; 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

even for his own name’s sake. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 

 

Offering 

 

 

 

 

We pray together 

 

From your hands, O God, 

come the blessings that make life possible, 

even the very gift of life itself. 

In gratitude and thanks, 

receive from our hands this portion of our labours. 

By your Spirit’s leading, 

may we use these gifts to bless the life of others 

with the assurance of love, 

the promise of hope, 

and the course of justice. 

This we do to your glory. Amen. 

 

We sing – Be thou my Vision (CH4 #465) 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 

Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
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Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, thine own I would be: 

Thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 

Be Thou my Dignity, Thou my Delight; 

Thou my soul’s Shelter, Thou my high Tower: 

Raise Thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 

 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Sending 

 

 

Benediction (Together) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

The love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all now and forever.  

 

Sing: AMEN x 3 CH4 #819 

 

 

*Please find an activity for Korero (conversation) on the next page. 

Korero (conversation) activity for this week* 
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As part of the reflection on the theme ‘Life begets life,’ please make 

a phone call to at least three people whom you haven’t heard for 

more than six months.  

It is more special in these times of troubles! Tell us how it goes! 

 
 


