Reflection for Mothers Day 11/05/25
“A word we seldom use”

For the last 2 years it has been my privilege to lead our Mothers Day
services.

I'm going to test your memories -

To recap, in 2023 | spoke about Jochebed, the mother of Moses and
Hannah, the mother of Samuel.

Last year | spoke about Sarah the mother of Isaac and Elizabeth the
mother of John the Baptist.

So, who is left?

The news recently has been full of information about the Vatican and
the late Pope. There have been many pictures of St Peters Basilica
and St Peters Square which reminded me of visiting these places in
2018.

All the cathedrals | visited in France & ltaly have statues and chapels
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The late Pope Francis was buried at his
request in the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore (St Mary Major) in
Rome, his favourite cathedral. Art galleries have many statues and
paintings of the Madonna and child. Mary is often depicted as saintly
with a halo, always in flowing robes cradling the sweet sometimes
chubby, often naked baby Jesus.

An idealized image of motherhood.

Let's talk about Mary.

From the Bible we learn that Mary was a Jewish girl aged about 12 or
13, from a good but poor family, and had recently become engaged to
a carpenter named Joseph. An ordinary girl looking forward to
married life when her life changed forever.

The angel Gabriel appeared to her with the announcement of her
pregnancy she couldn't comprehend how she would conceive this



child, the Messiah, but she responded with humble belief and
obedience.

People of the Catholic faith turn to Mary as a source of comfort and
inspiration as well as a means to connect with the divine.

| did some research and found that Mary is not a canonised saint, she
is venerated as the Blessed Virgin Mary and held in high regard for
her acceptance of and obedience to God’s will.

She was a constant presence with Jesus during his life and ministry,
including the crucifixion.

| was surprised to learn that the Eastern & Oriental Orthodox,
Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Bahai, Reformed, Baptist and Lutheran
churches believe that Mary as mother of Jesus is the Mother of God.
She has the highest position in Islam among all women and is
mentioned in the Quran.

Just to be clear -

The Presbyterian faith believes that Mary was a faithful woman who
through the Holy Spirit, conceived and bore Jesus, who is the Son of
God and the Saviour of the world. She is acknowledged as the
mother of Jesus but is not elevated for worship as other Christian
traditions do. She is seen as an example of faith and obedience.

Obedience isn't a word we hear nowadays except with reference to
dog training.
In our marriage vows we may have said the word obey?

A dictionary meaning of obedience is “behaviour that’s respectful and
mindful of rules and laws”

Mary was willing to submit her life to God’s plan no matter what it
would cost her. Obedience to God’s will meant she was chosen by



God for high calling which required total commitment and a willingness
to sacrifice everything out of love and devotion to God.

Earlier June read the bible passage from Luke which is referred to as
Mary’s Song.
“ My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”

Do you believe that like Mary, your life has been planned by God?
Can you like Mary, be accepting of, be obedient to and rejoice in
God’s plan for you?

Amen



